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Dr. John C. B

He was elected
the morning

An Olivet alum
degrees. He is a
outstanding le
including “Maki

"It was our pleasure to have him
as our pastor of College Church
for eight years and to work for
him as President of Olivet for 27
years. He has been such an
inspirational leader to me and so
many others."

During Dr. Bow
Continuing Stu
Under Dr. Bowl
America's Best C
Also in 2007,

Dr. Doug Perry

“Dr. Bowling’s success is the
natural outcome of a great leader
whose life and ministry is directed
by the Holy Spirit. Dr. Bowling and
his wife Mrs. Bowling are highly
regarded both on campus and in
the local community.”

He has oversee
property for ROT
seat Centennial
(opened in 201
Ro

Dr. Woody Webb

Dr. Bowling is
Bourbonnais com
in the United Sta
h

"The legacy that Dr.
Bowling is leaving is not
one built of brick and
mortar, but of changed
lives and meaningful
experiences."

Tommy Lambrecht
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Dr. John C. Bowling is the longest serving president in the 110-year history of Olivet Nazarene University.
He was elected as the 12th president of Olivet during a meeting of the Board of Trustees, in the early hours of
the morning on July 16, 1991. At the time of his election, he was serving as the senior pastor of College
Church of the Nazarene in Bourbonnais.
An Olivet alumnus, Dr. Bowling is a Harvard University Fellow with two master’s and two earned doctorate
degrees. He is also a best-selling author, a prominent national speaker and is recognized internationally as an
outstanding leader in higher education. He is the author of more than 65 published articles and six books,
including “Making the Climb: What a Novice Climber Learned About Life on Mount Kilimanjaro” documenting
his 2006 personal climbing adventure.
During Dr. Bowling’s tenure, Olivet’s enrollment has more than doubled. Through the School of Graduate and
Continuing Studies, the University has a stronger national presence, as well as a stronger international reach.
Under Dr. Bowling's leadership, Olivet has consistently been ranked by U.S. News and World Report as one of
America's Best Colleges. In 2007, Dr. Bowling led in establishing the University’s first doctoral degree program.
Also in 2007, he was honored by Olivet with the conferral of the Doctor of Divinity degree as part of the
University's centennial celebration.
He has overseen several major developments to the campus, including acquisition of the 30-acre Fortin Villa
property for ROTC and intramurals, as well as construction of the Admissions Center; Weber Center; the 3,000seat Centennial Chapel (dedicated in 2010); the 180,000-square-foot Perry Student Life and Recreation Center
(opened in 2012); the engineering expansion of Reed Hall of Science (opened in 2014); and purchase of the
Robert Frost Elementary School property from the Village of Bourbonnais in 2017.
Dr. Bowling is largely credited for bringing the Chicago Bears Training Camp to the Olivet campus and the
Bourbonnais community in 2002. The University has been named one of the top 25 “Best Christian Workplaces”
in the United States by the Best Christian Workplaces Institute for several consecutive years — with consistently
high scores for the “degree of trust between senior leadership and employees.”

"Dr. Bowling encompasses
all of the values of our
University and our student
body is incredibly grateful
to have a leader like him to
look up to."

"Dr. Bowling is a man of
integrity and wisdom. I
appreciate his formality
and persona with the
student body."

"Dr. Bowling’s mission for
every student to have a
personal encounter with
Christ on this campus is not
an attractive selling point
for the University, it’s his
calling."

Rachel Schramm

Jenna George

Westin Edwards

"Students benefit from Dr.
B’s leadership because he
is so selfless, and
consistently puts us before
himself. Thanks Dr. B, we
love you!"

"His life is a genuine
testimony of humbleness
and serving others, and he
continues to do so as the
President of Olivet and as a
prominent leader in the
Kankakee community."

Daniel Kuruvilla

Sarai Guerrero
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Dr. John Bowling, University President
“The Aurora staff is proud to present this year’s yearbook to Dr. Bowling, for his remarkable 27 years of service
to the University. We asked Dr. Bowling what does the freedom that Paul wrote about in Galatians 5:13 mean
to him in his life. Here is what our President had to say:”
- Katie Obi Obasi

I love the theme for this year’s Aurora, “Freedom.” St. Paul declares that we are “called to live in freedom.” His

reference was not to political freedom or financial freedom, but to the freedom we have in Jesus. The grace of
God sets us free from the condemnation and enslavement of sin – so that we might live lives of love and
service. True liberty is not the privilege to do whatever one wants, but the privilege to do what God wants.
Freedom comes with responsibility – “but don’t use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your
freedom to serve one another in love.” These words echo the response of Jesus when he was asked, “Teacher,
which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is
like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.
Freedom gives us opportunity. In Christ, we can be set free from selfish ambition. We can be liberated from
jealousy and envy and free from judgment and prejudice. As Christians, our lives are to shift from a focus on
self-serving to serving God by serving others. Jesus said in Mark 10:43-45: “whoever would be great among
you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. For even the Son of
Man came not to be served but to serve . . .”
We are . . .
Free to serve,
Free to give,
Free to help others,
And free to love God.
Freedom provides an avenue of blessing. Serving God and others is a great source of joy and fulfillment. The
mission statement of Olivet says that the school exists for the purpose of personal development, career and
professional readiness, and “for the preparation of individuals for lives of service to God and humanity.”
It is my desire – my hope and prayer – that your days at Olivet will help instill a commitment to use the freedom
we have in Christ to honor God. For, in serving others we are blessed.
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Made up of all ONU alumni, the A-Team has collectively supported the University with more than 130
years of service. Members of the A-Team include:

Dr. Douglas Perry

Dr. John C. Bowling

Vice President for Finance

University President

Dr. Ryan Spittal

Dr. Brian Allen

Vice President for ONU Global

Vice President for Institutional Advancement

Dr. Carol Summers

Vice President for Academic Affairs

Dr. Woody Webb

Vice President for Student Development

Dr. David Pickering

Executive Vice President for Administration and Human
Resources
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OLIVET NAZARENE UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEMBERS
2017-2018
John C. Bowling – President of the University
David Roland – Chairman
Ron Blake – Vice Chairman
Mark L. Hostetler – Secretary
Mr. Dan Agan
Mr. David Anderson
Rev. Jim Ballenger
Rev. David Bartley
Mr. Mark Bennett
Dr. Cheri Betz
Mr. Steve Boggs
Dr. Steven Bohall
Mrs. Karen Bontrager
Mr. Ralph Bright
Rev. Lloyd Brock
Rev. Ken Bushey

Rev. Bill Clark
Rev. Tim Crump
Dr. Mark Davisson
Mr. Lance Delbridge
Rev. Chris DeMott
Mrs. Darcy Dill
Mrs. Shelley Doering
Rev. Kevin Donley
Rev. Shawn Evans
Rev. Jim Frye
Dr. W. Glen Gardner
Rev. Daniel Gilmore

Dr. Keith E. Grove
Mr. Fred Hardy
Rev. Kevin Hardy
Mr. Dale Hawkins
Rev. William Haworth
Dr. Gary Henecke
Mrs. Cheryl Ice
Mr. Douglas Jones
Dr. James Kraemer
Rev. Linda Loudermilk
Mrs. Cyndi McDonald
Dr. Larry McKain

Rev. Randy Owens
Mr. Jerry Polmounter
Rev. Michael Postell
Rev. Rob Prince
Mrs. Jill Rice
Mr. Ken Roat
Rev. Brian Rogers
Rev. Philip Rogers
Mr. Galen
Scammahorn
Mrs. Cheryl Seymour
Rev. Larry Sheets

Mrs. Cheryl
Sherwood
Dr. Scott Sherwood
Mr. Eric Smith
Rev. Timothy Smith
Mr. Dan Taylor
Rev. Lisa Ulrich
Rev. Ben Walls
Rev. Brian Wangler
Rev. Daniel Wine
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OLIVET NAZARENE UNIVERSITY ALUMNI BOARD
2017-2018

Tim Alderson ‘75
Karen Bontrager ‘86
Doug Bricker ‘81
Naomi Colon ‘88
Quen Dickey ‘81
Lisa Garvin ‘90
Doug Glade '89
Anthony Hoovler ‘88
Lauren Larsen '08
Jana McKinley ‘85
Leon Moore ‘72

Mike Neal '79
Lindsay Peachey ‘84
Beth Pennington ‘75
Steve Shaffer ‘77
Mary Shoff ‘74
Maria Slibeck ‘97
Ben Smidt '07
Dan Taylor ‘79
Rod Thill '86
Ryan Walker ‘06
Ted Wozniak ‘80
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"In my life, this freedom has allowed
me to let go of the "dirty sins" in my
life and basking in the awesomeness
of God the Father. This freedom
knows no boundaries, so long as we
keep Jesus as the centerpiece of who
we are as a missional people."

Dakota Hunter, Senior

"Freedom in my life is the ever-present
knowledge that God has given me the
choice to put others before myself.
This freedom allows me to love others
to the fullest capacity possible while
still striving to have a servant's
heart for the Lord."

Briana Bolser, Freshman

"I think this verse is communicating an
important truth about God's love and
forgiveness. I think as Christians we
should take advantage of this grace
that has been given unto us. What
that looks like? Living a life that
reflects those internal changes,
a life that serves others rather
than serving ourselves."

Jonathan Gonzalez, Sophomore
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"Freedom in Christ means there is no
worry about what the future holds.
Freedom Christ is no thought for
monetary things. Freedom in Christ is
the ability to love with no thought for
how the world sees your love but how
God directs you to love. God speaks
and all we must do is follow."

Kenrick Manswell, Junior

"Freedom to me is not living within
the stress and the worry of the world!
Freedom is living within the peace and
strength that we receive from our
Christ Jesus!"

Sarah Zornes, Senior

"Freedom isn't about doing whatever
you want. But rather using our
freedom to do what God
calls us to do!"

Daniel Reyes, Junior
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Freshmen Move In

I t was an exciting time welcoming all the new

freshman to our beautiful Olivet campus this year. The
rush of new faces and the possibilities of new
relationships were everywhere! From Williams to
Parrott, Nesbitt to Chapman, the pressure was on as
our wonderful team composed of ASC members,
connections mentors, spiritual council, RAs, RDs, ROTC,
and much more, joined together to help freshman
move into their new home away from home.
This amazing team went from car to car and family to
family trying to make our new friends feel as welcomed
as possible. They had meaningful conversations with
the freshman and their families, answered any
questions they had, and even sold Ollies Follies shirts
right on the spot! Senior Rachel Schramm, Executive
Officer of Student Relations, said that “As a senior, it was
exhilarating to see all the new, excited faces moving in!

It reminded me of my freshmen year and the new
wave of feelings I had, and I loved being able to
welcome the new students because that is exactly
what I needed when I came into college”.
The move in turned out to be a huge success! They
were able to get everything in the dorms in only one
or two trips so it went so fast and was very efficient.
“They were so grateful for our team and said they
had never had such a positive experience moving in
any of their other college-aged kids!” said senior
Shannon Jirik, the Executive Editor of GlimmerGlass
newspaper. Altogether, the team described seeing all
the freshman getting plugged in on campus, and
joining our big family as an exhilarating and
sentimental moment. They were grateful for the
opportunity to have been able to help out and carry
tons of mini fridges.
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Aspiring Class of 2021
F reshman year could be a scary experience as you

step into a new frontier and the next big chapter in
your life. But it was also a time when you got to
grow into yourself, develop strong and lasting
relationships, and move closer to God every day.
Here at Olivet, we wanted the freshman to start their
college experience off strong and confident.
Jumpstart was the perfect opportunity for the
freshman class to dive into the waters together! Not
only did they get the rundown of what went on at
Olivet, but they also were able to get to know each
other and form new and exciting friendships, which
many of our freshman said was the highlight of their
experience.

Freshman Leslie Monarrez said that her “biggest
takeway from Jumpstart was that even though this is
only my freshman year, I shouldn’t be afraid to go for
anything”. With that kind of attitude, the freshman class
of 2021 was destined to make the best of their first year
at Olivet. Many of the freshman felt the uncertainties
melt away during their experience at Jumpstart. “After
Jumpstart, I was a lot more confident about my
decision to come to Olivet and I knew this was the
right place for me,” said Freshman Hannah Pavey.
Others said that the experience was liberating and that
they felt their confusion and anxiety melt away after
every session. They were excited to be a part of such a
beautiful community and were encouraged by the fact
that we all love and support them.

They each got to take away something that would
help them jump start their college experience.
19
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Block Party
W here else can you get carnival food and play

carnival games for free? Olivet’s Block Party! The Block
Party took place on the first Friday of school. It was a
great way to welcome back students. Various games
such as: inflatable obstacle courses, bumper cars, a
bow and arrow game, a fast pitch baseball game,
and many more were offered to students as well as
carnival food. “I loved the fun carnival food like the
cotton candy and mini corn dogs,” Junior Rachel
Howell said. The food was the highlight of the night
for most students.
One of the most popular games was the bumper
cars. Senior Rebekah Johnson said, “I really enjoyed
the bumper cars. They've never had those before.”
The bumper cars were the newest addition to the

Block Party this year, and students loved them. The
inflatable obstacle courses were also very popular. This
night, the rec center was a place where college
students could act like kids for the night. “Everyone
was very energetic,” sophomore Brooke Whetstone
said. College students loved a night where they could
compete in fun races and games against their friends.
It brought out everyone’s fun side.
The Block Party was an event everyone looked forward
to at the beginning of the year. It was especially fun
for freshmen to get to hang out and make new
friends. Students really enjoyed the Block Party this
year with the highlights being the new bumper car
game and the great carnival food.
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Ollies Follies Athletic Games
T o start off the Ollies Follies events, students were

ready to conquer in Athletic Games. This was where
the whole student body came together to compete as
classes in numerous sports events. Fortin Villa was filled
with a wave of blue, pink, green, and yellow. As the
night began, each class had eager participants and
proud fans, ready to cheer their teams on. “The air was
cackling with excitement,” senior Jenna Cain stated.
She was happy to cheer on her friends playing flag
football, her favorite sport to watch. “It was so intense
and had me on my feet the whole time,” Cain said.
Besides flag football, other sports that were played
during Athletic Games included: soccer, softball,
ultimate Frisbee, sand volleyball, dodgeball, and
kickball. Eddie Anderson, captain for sophomore

softball, was extremely excited to play in the games.
“I wanted to be captain so that I can let out my inner
‘Little League Dad.’ ”
Although his team did not win, he still loved having
fun with his class and “having people call me coach.”
Players loved seeing the crowds go wild, no matter if
the team was winning or losing.
By the end of the next day, the results were in:
freshman came in a whopping last place,
sophomores in third place, juniors in second, and
seniors took the lead in first. Each class was ready to
conquer the games again next year. “I was born
ready! Class of 2020 is seeking revenge (in the love
of Christ),” Anderson said. What an incredible way to
start off Welcome Week at ONU.
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Let's Get Wacky!
T he only acceptable time to wear a raw egg on

yellow shirts, juniors with blue shirts, and seniors in
your head and smack other people with a rubber
pink all sat together to root on their class. The
fish was during the Ollies Follies Wacky Games. The
freshmen, who most upperclassmen thought didn’t
Wacky Games was one of the most exciting and
stand a chance in the Wacky Games proved everyone
hilarious events of Ollies Follies. “I loved seeing all the wrong. “I was impressed that the freshmen dominated
classes participating in one game,” junior Rachel
every class in tug of war. It made it an interesting start
Howell said. The Wacky Games consisted of various, to the rest of the night,” junior Sarah Parkison said. The
crazy, but fun games such as: musical chairs, the
freshmen proved to be stronger than even the seniors.
tube game, fish and egg game, tug-of-war and
It was an unexpected highlight of the night.
bouncy ball soccer game. All the students had a blast
participating in or just watching the games. Junior
The Wacky Games was a great way to begin the new
Katy Guzman said, “I really enjoyed playing the
school year. Although the games were competitive,
soccer game. It was hard but it was fun.”
they gave all the classes a chance to come together at
one place. Each class used their individual talents to
Even if you didn't participate, you cheered on your
help and support their team. It was a fantastic night.
class. Freshman with their green shirts, sophomores
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The Variety Show

E nergy and excitement were in the air as students

streamed into the chapel on a Sunday night, chattering
and chanting and cheering until their throats were
sore as everyone’s new favorite band, Of The Land,
played popular music in the background. Matt Smith
and his children opened the evening’s excitement,
introducing this year’s theme of “Once Upon a Time”
with a touching bedtime story scene and video of this
yearly rivalry within the “kingdom” of Olivet—and with
that, the Variety Show was off and running.
The Freshmen gave a modern twist to some centuriesold nursery rhymes, using rap and hip-hop style music
to tell the story of a student, “Toby,” who just couldn’t
stay awake enough to finish his essay. His strange (and
hilarious) dreams featured some of everyone’s favorite
nursery rhymes, set to much more modern music.
Following the Freshmen were the Sophomores who
combined some very diverse tales ranging from the
Very Hungry Caterpillar to the Giving Tree to every Dr.
Seuss story they could think of in a representation of
“Timeless Classics,” stories that have been with them
throughout their lives, since childhood. Their story
followed a very confused college student who was
more or less kidnapped by the Cat in the Hat and taken

on an adventure, leaving the crowd laughing every
time.
The Juniors came up next and their unique take on
the theme of “Fantasy” resonated with many students
as their protagonists Leia Organa, Harry Potter, and
Jack Sparrow sought out the missing treasure, the
chest of chicken nuggets. Finally, the Seniors finished
up the night with their theme of “Fairytales.” Their
plot focused on the aftermath of a spell placed on
the entire campus turning everyone into fairytale
characters and a small group of seniors tasked with
making it right again. A surprise appearance by Dr.
Bowling recalled the emotional theme of previous
senior classes of feeling unprepared to leave Olivet to
move on to the next portion of their lives.
The Ollies Follies Variety Show gave students the
opportunity to display their talents, share some
laughter, and show their school spirit with their
peers. This beloved event served as an example of
the freedom students at Olivet have to share life
together, in both the good and the bad. In a
community like Olivet, maybe it really was possible to
live happily ever after.
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The Rec City Color 5k Walk & Run

T he Rec City Color Run was back this year and had

an amazing turn out as a large crowd gathered on a
hot September morning ready to be covered in color
from head to toe. This school event was anticipated
by both staff and students alike looking for a
Saturday morning away from the demands of school
and work. The intense heat of the morning didn’t do
anything to lessen the excitement, as everyone was
ready to take on the challenge full force. Nikki
Denton, a sophomore, said, “Running was so much
fun. There was a feeling of unity with all the other
runners and a lot of encouragement all around. As
someone who isn’t a runner, it was actually a really
enjoyable and unique experience.”
Before the race, the group of participants was led in
a dance session, which turned out to be the perfect
way

to loosen up the runners. Running wasn’t the only way
people completed this race, however; we saw a few
participants on bikes and roller blades as well. One
person even brought their dog to join in on the fun!
Senior, AJ Kallas, said, “It’s nice to finally be recognized
not only for my roller blading abilities, but also my
passion for powdered colors.”
He wasn’t the only one excited about the concept of
the color run. Junior class president, Jenna George,
said, “My favorite thing about the color run was the
opportunity to get sprayed with color and look like a
mess with friends! It was a great way to meet people
and experience this event.” After students completed
the race, pizza and popsicles were offered to all.
Everyone who participated could be seen posing for
cameras to document a successful morning full of color,
sweat, and cheers.
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Homecoming Week

T he rush of excitement and stress flooded over the

entire school as students and faculty hurried to prepare
for the week of Homecoming. Alumni were seen
wandering the campus once more, reliving their glory
days and connecting with old friends, while many
current students and faculty rehearsed, planned,
directed and aided in set-up to welcome them back.
While members of the alumni attended class reunions
and concerts, the students were invited to participate in
events such as the Pancake Feed, Powderpuff Football,
class competitions, and the annual Homecoming
Coronation.
Other events were held that included both current and
former students, such as the homecoming football
game, in a collision of many worlds. One of these
events that took place was the President’s Alumni

Concert with Orpheus Choir and Concert Band
members from years current and past alike. “It’s
amazing to see that our choir family has continued
through the decades,” said junior Alexander Freytes,
“It’s a blessing to hear the stories of those who came
before me.”
That week provided opportunity for all to remember
Olivet’s legacy. “It’s a reminder of all the people who
have graduated from Olivet and made this place
what it is,” said sophomore Sophie Davenport,
“Without our amazing alumni, we would not be
able to be here today to learn and grow.” The
traditions that have been passed down from year to
year were carried on, while others were created.
Students and alumni were able to celebrate the
university that they all loved and cherished.
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Coronation

E legant white dresses with tiaras on, the

homecoming court was ready for the spotlight. The
student body had the opportunity to nominate their
senior classman for homecoming court. It began
with the top ten, was narrowed down to the top
five, and then to the one who would be honored as
the homecoming queen. The five nominees of the
homecoming court were: Nichole Schuitema, Erin
Doherty, Danielle Maranion, Olivia Ruhberg, and
Raegan Zelaya. Their escorts were: Cameron Walker,
Robert Harjo, Bennet Schimmelpfennig, JP Bopp,
and Trevor Franklin. The court felt greatly honored
to be chosen to represent Olivet.
“It was an honor to be on court in the first place with
this great group of leaders, but being crowned was
an incredibly humbling experience and definitely
wasn’t something I was expecting,” Homecoming
Queen, Erin Doherty said. She enjoyed the unique
experience of worshipping God on stage in
something other than her in her jeans. She also

enjoyed the support and sense of humor of the other
members of the court. This experience was out of
Doherty’s comfort zone, but the other girls made her
feel more at ease. “The best thing about being on court
was simply being able to share the stage with such
amazing women,” said senior Olivia Ruhberg, who was
also a part of the homecoming court. She described
the initial experience as “nerve-racking, but so exciting
at the same time.”
All the girls were excited to be chosen and made them
reminisce about their time at Olivet. “It was a great
reminder to cherish the people that I've had the gift of
getting to know these last 3 years,” Senior Danielle
Maranion said. All these seniors felt blessed to be
nominated for homecoming court. Other than the
Coronation, the homecoming court went to basketball
games, football games, participated in homecoming
chapel, and went to the President’s Breakfast. It was an
amazing and humbling experience for all of
homecoming court.

33

17-11-13 16:52:17

y806851_0033_c.p1.pdf

OD job 8068510 | Size 648wX864h | page 34 | Four Color | UV: No | Submitted on: 12/18/2017 00:00 AM UTC | Generated on: 12/18/2017 18:44 PM UTC | PDF G3 v3.1.0.2 | RequestID: e9df8a6f-9a71-41b6-a435-c26597f8338b | SpreadID: t45xij4BEX3SfvH4mT8gul52 | Type: Submit | Olivet Nazarene University
Fonts used: AWPCMixage, AWPCMixageBold
Colors used: Black, F4935, White
PDC: https://sto.walsworthyearbooks.com.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/Manufacturing/e9df8a6f-9a71-41b6-a435-c26597f8338b/t45xij4BEX3SfvH4mT8gul52.pdc

W hen fall rolled

knew that it was
costumes, and fu
Party. On a chilly
students were en
great time in the
and, of course, e
goofy ideas like t
Mermaid Man an
lots of frat boys.
designing their c
popcorn, donuts
entertainment w
34

17-12-18 13:15:49

y806851_0034_c.p1.pdf

OD job 8068510 | Size 648wX864h | page 35 | Four Color | UV: No | Submitted on: 12/18/2017 00:00 AM UTC | Generated on: 12/18/2017 18:44 PM UTC | PDF G3 v3.1.0.2 | RequestID: e9df8a6f-9a71-41b6-a435-c26597f8338b | SpreadID: t45xij4BEX3SfvH4mT8gul52 | Type: Submit | Olivet Nazarene University
Fonts used: AWPCMixage, AWPCMixageBold
Colors used: Black, F4935, White
PDC: https://sto.walsworthyearbooks.com.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/Manufacturing/e9df8a6f-9a71-41b6-a435-c26597f8338b/t45xij4BEX3SfvH4mT8gul52.pdc

Candy Costume Party
W hen fall rolled around, everyone on campus

knew that it was that time of year. A time for candy,
costumes, and fun at our annual Candy Costume
Party. On a chilly Sunday evening in October,
students were encouraged to come out and have a
great time in their creative costumes with friends
and, of course, eat candy. Costumes included many
goofy ideas like the Wiggles, Barney and friends,
Mermaid Man and Barnacle Boy, La Croix cans, and
lots of frat boys. Students were very creative in
designing their costumes. The food included
popcorn, donuts, and candy while the
entertainment was provided by a very talented band

called Vinyl Fox. The event this year was a blast as
many of the students shared laughter and had a great
time. Sophomore Lexi Borton said “I really enjoyed the
dance crew that went on stage and performed. They
were extremely talented.” Another student, sophomore
Alicia Boers, expressed that she “loved seeing Matt
Smith and his family dress up as Star Wars characters.”
The night ended with a best costume contest. One of
the winners for the small group category was a group
who dressed up as the president and his secret service.
Candy Costume Fest was a night that all students will
remember. Whether you dressed up or just came for
the food, all students had a blast.
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Christmas Party
T he beauties of living life at Olivet were the many

annual traditions that we held each year, one of them
being the jolliest of them all, the Christmas Party. This
event was always looked forward for, as lines filled the
Ludwig lobby with students who were waiting for the
dinning room doors to open to the delicious dinner
that Sodexo provided. Junior, Jenna George said that
her favorite part of the Christmas party was “the large
amount of Olivet students that come together to
celebrate Christmas with ugly sweaters, Christmas
treats and activities and music. It is a great time and I
never leave not smiling,” Each floor in Ludwig was
decorated and had many activities displayed for
students to participate in. In the basement, we had our
chocolate fondue station, bingo play area in red room,
dance dance revolution by the mailboxes, with arts
and crafts that lined up the hallway and with music
that filled the atmosphere, “My favorite moment is
between going to the chocolate fondue station, and
taking pictures with friends. Nothing beats friends and
chocolate covered foods,” said senior Devin Kirkland.
On the main floor, Common Grounds was the spot for
hot chocolate and fun photos at the booth, Sodexo
served fantastic meals in the dining room, and
beautiful trees were on display where many students
stopped for photos, “I loved getting to spend time with

friends! The Christmas party is something I look
forward to all year,” said senior Sarah Zornes. The
third floor had furry guests waiting for the students
to come and hang out with them. Therapy dogs
were a sweet treat to have along with the variety of
arts and crafts that were offered there as well, “I
loved being able to spend time with friends and see
some adorable dogs this time.” said senior Lindsay
Wyld.
Events like the Christmas party took an army of
people who were dedicated to see this night a
success. With many hands and dedicated hearts, this
year was memorable like many others, “My favorite
part of the party was how willing the ASC members
were by throwing our trash away. It was just a
simple reminder of how important a servant’s heart is
in the Christian walk,” said senior Dakota Hunter. The
students and faculty that volunteered were a
important factor and set the atmosphere for the rest
of that night “It’s one of our events that really brings
a ‘family-like’ atmosphere for all our student and such
a fun break before finals hit,” said Executive officer of
Student Relations, senior Rachel Schramm. The
Christmas party brought the Olivetian family together
once more before the semester came to a close.
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The Big Chill

O berweis ice cream. That was the highlight for

students at the Big Chill. ASC Council members served
students free ice cream, party mix, and hot chocolate at
the event. This was a big incentive for students to come
and join the fun. “My favorite part of it was the food,”
said Junior Sarah Parkison, but she also enjoyed
hanging out with friends. The Big Chill was designed
for students to have fun and “chill” with friends at the
start of the spring semester.
Karaoke was the main source of entertainment for
students. Anyone could sign up, pick a song, and sing
as a solo, duo, or a group. There were so many
students signed up that there was not even enough
time to give everyone a chance to sing. The audience
greatly enjoyed watching their classmates sing to
everyone. “My favorite part of the Big Chill was being

able to watch students get on stage, forget their
fears and confidently perform karaoke for the entire
event,” ASC member Celeste Hannay stated. Getting
up on stage in front of a large crowd was hard, but
many brave students went up there and had a blast.
Hannay helped in planning the event as well as run
the refreshment table at the event. Over fifty
members of ASC volunteered at the event to make it
run as smoothly as possible. The planning process
began in November with multiple meetings with the
class councils, and with meetings with the executive
members to figure out the details. All these meetings
were worth the members’ time and effort because
the Big Chill was a very successful event that all
students enjoyed.

38

18-02-13 00:35:03

y806851_0038_c.p1.pdf

Cyan, Magenta, Yellow, Black

OD job 8068510 | Size 648wX864h | page 39 | Four Color | UV: No | Submitted on: 02/13/2018 00:00 AM UTC | Generated on: 02/13/2018 06:05 AM UTC | PDF G3 v3.1.0.2 | RequestID: 554f8f8d-f7be-442f-b1ef-f02e80677dac | SpreadID: qSt8XaY0vd1fhc540ylB2n4X | Type: Submit | Olivet Nazarene University
Fonts used: AWPCMixage, AWPCMixageBold
Colors used: Black, F4935, White
PDC: https://sto.walsworthyearbooks.com.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/Manufacturing/554f8f8d-f7be-442f-b1ef-f02e80677dac/qSt8XaY0vd1fhc540ylB2n4X.pdc

Mr. ONU

T he gift of making others laugh is one that has been

cherished for centuries, an art that has been
practiced and perfected throughout time. The men
of Olivet demonstrated their gift for causing joy and
laughter in their classmates and friends through the
talent show and beauty pageant dubbed "Mr.
ONU." The ASC events team and voting council
nominated young, talented men from each class to
participate in this competition of craziness. Each of
them designed a unique act based around a specific
theme such as Harry Potter, Pokemon, or High
School Musical. They created videos, sang and
danced in musical numbers, and participated in a
"Best in Shorts" competition in an attempt to sway
the votes of the students in the crowd, with the goal
of being crowned "Mr. ONU."

A night of hilarity, mischief and all-around good fun
culminated in a selection made by the crowd of
sophomore Jackson Thornhill, whose act featured himself
as Troy Bolton from High School Musical and his good
friend Westin Edwards as his counterpart, Gabriella
Montez. This event drew many students to participate,
creating an atmosphere of energy and hilarity. All those
involved, be it the contestants themselves, the students
and faculty that organized the event, or the many who
came to support their friends and participate in the fun
and the creativity of the evening, had a great time. It was
a night to remember.
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Team World Vision

T his year, Team World Vision ran to provide clean

water to those in South Sudan. This long training
process took about six months of hard work and
dedication, along with lots of fundraising and prayer as
well. While training and fundraising, each runner
played their part in helping spread awareness of the
water crisis in Africa. This unique opportunity to serve
played a big part in educating the public about the
difficulties in other parts of the world, as well as
presenting an opportunity for others to contribute and
support even if they were not participating in the
marathon themselves.
Training for this marathon was no easy task, but
despite the challenges along the way, everyone could
agree that it was still a rewarding and humbling
experience. Sophie Davenport, a sophomore, said,
“God has taught me that I am capable of being His
servant and that, through Him, I can be the hands and
feet of Jesus. My favorite part is knowing that I am

running for the people in Africa and not for myself.”
Other runners also displayed this positive mentality
when talking about their reasoning for participating
in this huge feat.
Many supporters woke up early that Sunday morning
to cheer on their friends who spent months
preparing for this big event. The number of
spectators was high, and the excitement of all
runners was even higher. Knowing what and who
they were running for was enough motivation to get
every participant through this 26.2-mile marathon.
Davenport stated, “My purpose is more than just to
run a marathon but to help the vulnerable across the
world who need hope and love. God deserves all
the praise and glory!” Drinkable water was provided
to many people in South Sudan, and this could not
have been accomplished without the compassion
and drive of those who ran the marathon and
donated as well.
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Give Your Life Away
T he hallway of Ludwig Center was usually crowded

during meal hours, but during the second week of
October, one could barely see the walls due to the
numerous tables set up to share and encourage
missional opportunities for the 2018 Missions in
Action service trips. Representatives and leaders for
trips to locations such as Haiti, the Dominican
Republic, Thailand, Indianapolis, Chicago, and many
more had the chance to speak to students who were
interested in serving in tangible ways. Susan Morrill,
the Director of Spiritual Life and leader of the trip to
Cactus, Texas, shared, "Year after year, this week
reminds me of God's invitation to be co-missional
with Him, and for that I am thankful." Other tables
representing organizations such as Team World
Vision, Footsteps Missions, and even Sodexo
challenged students to be attentive to the needs of
the world, whether that was

filling out a survey to raise money for hurricane relief or
making the commitment to run a marathon to support
clean water efforts in Africa.
Short-term missions was one way in which students
had the opportunity to show the love of Christ in
tangible ways. Students felt challenged to step out of
their comfort zone and use their skills and experiences
to make a difference. "I like that we are so encouraged
to travel and go on missions trips," shared junior Allison
Beecher, "Missions is such a big part of Olivet's focus
and we are challenged every year to follow the
command in Matthew 28 to 'go into all the nations.'"
Give Your Life Away Week demonstrated the freedom
that students had to follow Christ wherever they were
led, to reach out of their comfort zone, and to
experience new people and new cultures.
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"Freedom means that I am obedient to
Christ's commands. I strive to achieve
salvation by wanting to praise and
serve our God in every day life."

Bailey Arcillas, Sophomore

"Since I have been called to live in
freedom, I have the opportunity to
serve others and spread the Word of
God through my artwork. God has
blessed me with this gift and passion
for art, so I will always use it for
God's plan for me."

Hannah Shiner, Senior

"To be free is to have the ability to
make choices on your own. It is a
wonderful gift, and a right we have. It
is also a heavy responsibility."

Connor Pestka, Junior
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"I'm so blessed to live in a country
where I won't be persecuted for my
faith, a freedom many people don't
have. So I don't want to spend my
days taking that for granted, but
rather spend my days using my gifts to
simply love on people and further
God's Kingdom!"

Courtney Williams, Freshman

"By living in the freedom given to us
by God, we make choices that are
right and wrong. Live devotedly by
the right choices backed by the
principles God has given to us
through His word."

Landon Jones, Freshman

"Freedom is different to all but to me
freedom means playing in the rain,
smiling when you are in your worst,
seeing the best in people, loving all
equally, standing up for the
oppressed, being a friend to the poor,
rich, hungry, the lost, immigrant, the
LGBT community, homeless,
immigrant, etc. Freedom is being able
to be you!"

Eddie Ochoa, Senior
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Chapel

O ur spiritual growth and our walk with God was an

essential part of our lives at Olivet. Chapel worship led
by Joey Rameriz and other talented Olivet Students and
faculty allowed the Olivet community to spiritually
connect with the Lord through our songs of praise, the
speakers, and through fellowship with each other.
Coming together twice a week to be in the Lord’s
presence was like a breath of fresh air for many of the
students and faculty. We all looked forward to Fall and
Spring Revival as a time to renew our spirits and regain
or strengthen our faith. For students like junior Ashley
Kamholz, chapel was such an important part of her life
at Olivet. “For me, when worship or the message
touches me, I felt overwhelmed by God's goodness. My
heart was in amazement of a God who is all-powerful
and all-knowing and that someone so incredible loves
ME,” Kamholz said.

A lot went in to making chapel services the best
possible experience. Chaplain Mark Holcomb spent
all summer preparing for both semesters of chapel by
reading, thinking, praying, and preparing his soul for
what God had planned to do through him, but he
did not do this alone. “I do not try to do this in a
vacuum,” explained Chaplain Holcomb, “I trust my
staff to help me navigate my thoughts, as well as the
entire Student Development team, bouncing ideas
for themes and speakers off them.” With the fall
chapel theme being “cultivate”, Chaplain Holcomb’s
hope wasn’t that everyone would feel the need to
step up and help solve massive world problems, but
to respond to the ways God has wired us, and to
answer the question “what is mine to do?” in our
own way.
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Revival

R evival was a great time for students to contemplate
their spiritual journey and renew their faith in Christ.
With different campus clubs and organizations
starting, sports, homework, and other extracurricular
activities, students needed a break to think about
how they are living spiritually. This year’s revival
chapel speaker was Dr. J.K. Warrick. He gave many
inspirational words to the students and faculty. One
of the topics he covered was living in the ordinary.
We all live ordinary lives of a college student, but
God is extraordinary. “Be open to the extraordinary
in the midst of the ordinary,” Dr. Warrick said. God is
always doing extraordinary things in our lives, but
we may be too busy to realize it. Dr. Warrick said
that we need to invite God into our ordinary lives to
make our lives extraordinary.

Dr. Warrick also spoke about how God brought
heaven down to us because he did not want to live
without us. We need to be more open to God in our
lives. “We tend to take everything for granted, when
really, without God, we would have nothing,” Senior
Christina Long said. We need to learn to see God in the
ordinary. “God is in the business of redeeming us from
the darkness,” Dr. Warrick said. God was always
working in our lives whether we realize it or not. He
wanted the best for us.
Students greatly enjoyed listening to what Dr. Warrick
had to say. We all lived busy lives as students and rarely
had time to stop and think about what all God has
done for us. He brought out the extraordinary in our
ordinary lives. Fall Revival was a perfect reminder for
students to not take everything for granted and to
really be open to what God was doing in our lives.
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Urban Children's Ministry

M any students

E veryone needed some type of mentor in their lives,

whether it was a parent or older sibling. The job of a
mentor was to lead the way and set a good example
for their mentee. They also needed to be there for them
if they had any questions or are were having a hard
time. This was especially important for children. Every
child needed someone to look up to and learn from.
Members of Urban Children’s Ministry played this role of
a mentor.
Urban Children’s Ministry was a ministry that reached
out to at-risk children in the inner city in order to
provide mentorship and guidance. It was a big brother/
sister type of mentoring program in which the children
were paired with

one of the members from the ministry. They were
able to grow together and formed strong bonds of
love and friendship while engaging in Christcentered activities.
This ministry touched the hearts of many children in
the inner city and emphasized a Christ-like lifestyle. It
meant so much to the children to know that they
had a big buddy to run to and be loved by and to
just simply have a great time with. The connection
often changed the hearts of both the children and
the big buddies. Urban Children’s Ministry was an
amazing life-changing ministry to join on campus.

48

17-12-20 00:14:38

y806851_0048_c.p1.pdf

with the commu
outreach progra
passions laid. On
(Relational Evang
partnership with
ministry that wor
students in the K
them with positiv
the love of Christ
“It was a new en
someone comple
ground despite i
mentor and co-d
learned we had

OD job 8068510 | Size 648wX864h | page 49 | Four Color | UV: No | Submitted on: 12/20/2017 00:00 AM UTC | Generated on: 12/20/2017 05:54 AM UTC | PDF G3 v3.1.0.2 | RequestID: d62f3c3e-99eb-45b4-b7cb-4bb44ef6f764 | SpreadID: xIC7QKJkmrB4lctxlai4Jr91 | Type: Submit | Olivet Nazarene University
Fonts used: AWPCMixage, AWPCMixageBold
Colors used: Black, F3965, White
PDC: https://sto.walsworthyearbooks.com.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/Manufacturing/d62f3c3e-99eb-45b4-b7cb-4bb44ef6f764/xIC7QKJkmrB4lctxlai4Jr91.pdc

y. They were
rong bonds of
n Christ-

many children in
st-like lifestyle. It
ow that they
ved by and to
he connection
e children and
nistry was an
n on campus.

REAL Mentoring
M any students sought opportunities to connect

with the community outside of Olivet, participating in
outreach programs and volunteering where their
passions laid. One such program was REAL
(Relational Evangelism Altering Lives) Mentoring, a
partnership with the Youth for Christ outreach
ministry that worked to pair students at Olivet with
students in the Kankakee school system to provide
them with positive role models who can show them
the love of Christ in their diversely difficult situations.
“It was a new environment for me, meeting
someone completely new and building common
ground despite it,” said sophomore Aaron Degner, a
mentor and co-director of the program at Olivet. “I
learned we had many similarities, despite our

differences in age,” he said. Mentors and mentees alike
learned and grew due to their experiences.
On campus, student leaders worked to pour into their
mentors and provide support for the efforts they gave
toward their mentees. Small groups met monthly to
discuss their expectations and experiences, and to
share time in prayer. Mentors were charged to be
diligent in praying for one another and giving each
other encouragement. “I love that I am able to watch
them grow in confidence and connection to their
mentees,” said senior Hannah Rattin, a mentor
supervisor in the program. “I am part of this beautiful
ripple effect, from the mentors to the mentees, sharing
the love of Christ.” REAL Mentoring was a great
experience for mentors and mentees alike.
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Spiritual Life Council

S piritual life was a central focus on Olivet’s campus and
played a huge role in getting students involved in all
different areas of ministry. With over a dozen ministry
opportunities, students were able to get involved in
something that best suited their personalities and
interests to reach those both on and off campus. “Many
students are unsaved,” junior, Austen Marshall said,
“and our in-reach ministries are there to present the
gospel to them while our out-reach ministries are there
to help us as Christians live out our faith and serve as
Jesus served.” Throughout every event or meeting,
opportunities were presented for the lives of people to
be touched and their spirituality to mature.
All ministries offered a supportive atmosphere,
introduced and nurtured friendships between those
involved. Each Spiritual Life Council member was truly
invested in the lives of the students surrounding them
and the people they came in to contact with as well.
Junior Allison Beecher, said, “Leading isn’t about telling

people what to do or what to believe so much as it’s
about being available for people and encouraging
people as individuals and as a community.” It can be
guaranteed that anyone who chose to participate in
these ministries will be accepted and valued by other
members, and with that, will have their faith
stretched in ways only a ministry experience can
present.
Marshall said, “the Spiritual Life Council has affected
me personally by providing me with a group that is
continually there praying for and encouraging me.”
Many other students shared similar comments about
the impact spiritual life council had in their walk with
Christ. It shaped, stretched, and supported the
beliefs of those ready to step out in faith and serve
those around them. It was a blessing for many to
have had a way to get involved with others on
campus while serving at the same time.

50

17-11-13 16:52:17

y806851_0050_c.p1.pdf

OD job 8068510 | Size 648wX864h | page 51 | Four Color | UV: No | Submitted on: 11/13/2017 00:00 AM UTC | Generated on: 11/13/2017 22:27 PM UTC | PDF G3 v3.1.0.2 | RequestID: df0e7aec-bdd4-4607-879e-0227aa7c6f0d | SpreadID: 2be7kaz7d8xQl3sJrSvaqWPP | Type: Submit | Olivet Nazarene University
Fonts used: AWPCMixage, AWPCMixageBold
Colors used: Black, F3965, White
PDC: https://sto.walsworthyearbooks.com.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/Manufacturing/df0e7aec-bdd4-4607-879e-0227aa7c6f0d/2be7kaz7d8xQl3sJrSvaqWPP.pdc

e so much as it’s
encouraging
unity.” It can be
to participate in
valued by other
eir faith
erience can

cil has affected
a group that is
couraging me.”
omments about
n their walk with
ported the
aith and serve
for many to
others on
me.

51

17-11-13 16:52:17

y806851_0051_c.p1.pdf

OD job 8068510 | Size 648wX864h | page 52 | Four Color | UV: No | Submitted on: 11/13/2017 00:00 AM UTC | Generated on: 11/13/2017 22:39 PM UTC | PDF G3 v3.1.0.2 | RequestID: 22f1a29f-0e00-44a8-b4a5-d05d767df16d | SpreadID: 778xdgk0nO84k088u0GVCJ9S | Type: Submit | Olivet Nazarene University
Fonts used: AWPCMixage, AWPCMixageBold
Colors used: Black, F3965, White
PDC: https://sto.walsworthyearbooks.com.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/Manufacturing/22f1a29f-0e00-44a8-b4a5-d05d767df16d/778xdgk0nO84k088u0GVCJ9S.pdc

B est Buddies w

Shapiro Center i
residency for ad
developmental d
served at Shapiro
friendships with
were planned, a
Shapiro was app
with people who
likewise, cared a
“Once a month
we hang out all
and Buddies inv
play games, play
other various ac

Each Olivet stud
from Shapiro an
week.
52

17-11-13 17:14:21

y806851_0052_c.p1.pdf

OD job 8068510 | Size 648wX864h | page 53 | Four Color | UV: No | Submitted on: 11/13/2017 00:00 AM UTC | Generated on: 11/13/2017 22:39 PM UTC | PDF G3 v3.1.0.2 | RequestID: 22f1a29f-0e00-44a8-b4a5-d05d767df16d | SpreadID: 778xdgk0nO84k088u0GVCJ9S | Type: Submit | Olivet Nazarene University
Fonts used: AWPCMixage, AWPCMixageBold
Colors used: Black, F3965, White
PDC: https://sto.walsworthyearbooks.com.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/Manufacturing/22f1a29f-0e00-44a8-b4a5-d05d767df16d/778xdgk0nO84k088u0GVCJ9S.pdc

Best Buddies

B est Buddies was a ministry that partnered with the

Shapiro Center in Kankakee, a state facilitated
residency for adults with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. Each week, members
served at Shapiro, making connections and
friendships with the residents. Different activities
were planned, and the happiness of those living at
Shapiro was apparent as they were spending time
with people who they cared about and who,
likewise, cared about them. Leader Elise Fetzer, said,
“Once a month we have an event on campus where
we hang out all together with all the Olivet students
and Buddies involved from Shapiro. We eat food,
play games, play music and dance, do crafts, and
other various activities.”
Each Olivet student was partnered with a resident
from Shapiro and met one-on-one with them every
week.

That gave the opportunity for each buddy to get to
know each other on a level that would otherwise be
difficult to obtain in a group setting. While they also
did group events, each member expressed the benefit
and appreciation they had for their individual buddies
and the relationships they shared.
Throughout the year, bonds were made and
friendships between buddies were nurtured. It was
important to recognize that people should not be
looked at or defined by their disabilities, and Best
Buddies embraced that mentality. “It has challenged
me to constantly see the way that God uniquely
reflects himself through all the people that I meet in my
life. The way that I have seen God’s image in this
community has reminded me to find that reflection in
all people,” Fetzer said. This was obvious as every
resident displayed examples of God’s love and
acceptance.
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Fellowship of Christian Athletes
A s a college athlete, life could quickly become very

stressful with all that was expected of you. On top of
school, you felt the pressure of training, practices, and
games piling up day after day. You knew it was
important to keep your relationship with God a priority,
but that could get difficult the deeper you got into the
season and semester. Sometimes you just needed
something to help you decompress and set your eyes
on what truly matters. Fellowship of Christian Athletes
(FCA) was a group designed specifically for those
athletes on campus who were looking for a place to
share bonds with like-minded people who dedicated
their time to sports and openly had a relationship with
Christ.
A typical meeting night began with a team building
activity that helped got everyone acquainted and ready
for the night. This was followed by a time of worship
and a brief message from leaders Todd Suttor and

Carnahan, or a guest speaker. Students then broke
up into small groups and discussed that night’s topic
all while nurturing relationships with those around
them. Carnahan said, “It’s been so fun to build
relationships with other athletes I don’t normally get
to interact with and see the shared highs and lows
that we have in common as Christian student
athletes.”
This group challenged athletes to keep their
relationship with God a main focus in their lives even
when things became busy and stressful. It was a
great place for the faith of our ONU athletes to
grow. Carnahan said, “It’s cool to see the spirit
working in the members who have been coming.
Seeing their enthusiasm grow and be used by the
Lord has been extremely inspiring.” The excitement
and passion of every athlete who attended
continued to grow each and every week.
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Mission Possible

W ho needs love and forgiveness more than jail

inmates? Mission Possible was a ministry where the
students visited inmates at Jerome Combs Detention
Center in Kankakee. There they did relational ministry
which meant they shared their testimonies, lead a
Bible study, or listened to their stories while praying
for them. Sophomore, Martin Mowat, said, “I like to
say we take the gospel to some of the people who
need to know the love and forgiveness most.” The
students shared the Gospel of God and helped show
the inmates that they were not forgotten.
The students established relationships and bonded
with the inmates. “The inmates recognize you,” CoLeader, senior Kevin Montes said. Montes was
bilingual so he was able to talk to inmates of
different backgrounds. “The inmates aren’t afraid to
share things with us because we’re some of the only
people they have to talk to, and we know we can be

honest with them because our trust is valuable to
them,” senior Tyler Gabriel said. He has learned a lot
from the inmates and that made his faith grow even
stronger.
Outside of going to the jail on Saturday through
Tuesday, Mission Possible hosted ice cream socials and
game nights for members of the ministry. Also, since
girls were not allowed to visit the jail because of safety
reasons, the ministry held worship nights where
everyone was able to tell their stories of their
experiences at the jail. Mission Possible was a growing
experience for both the inmates and Olivet students.
The inmates challenged the students’ faith by asking
questions and having different conversations with
them. Through these conversations, the inmates
learned about the Gospel of God. It was a win-win
situation.
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Habitat for Humanity
Most college students looked forward to sleeping until
noon and having a lazy Saturday morning, but instead,
members of Habitat of Humanity woke up early to go
help build a house for someone in need. What better
way to spend a Saturday morning. Habitat for
Humanity did God’s work through building houses and
helping out with other ministries.
In the warmer months, the group met every Saturday
morning to go work on a house that the local chapter
of Habitat for Humanity was constructing. In the winter
months, they continued to meet every Saturday, but to
go to Pembroke and help the ministries there. Coleader Allann Davidson loved the work that they were
doing. He said “I've always loved working, and doing it
for a good purpose makes it that much better." Not
only was Davidson able to do what he loves,but he

able to do it for the benefit of others. He and the
group were able to make a huge difference in
someone’s life because of the work they do. They
served God through construction work.
Building a house required numerous people and a
large amount of resources. It was an expensive
process. Those with little or no income could not
afford a house for themselves or their families, yet
shelter was a basic component of life that we all
needed to survive. Habitat for Humanity was a
group that aided these people and may have
changed their lives forever. The members of Olivet’s
group of Habitat for Humanity sacrificed their
Saturday mornings to serve others through
construction work. Not many college students could
do that.
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Save Our Streets

S ave Our Streets was an outreach ministry that

worked with the homeless in the Kankakee area.
Partnering with both Fortitude and Gift of God, this
group focused on providing supplies, and, more
importantly, establishing relationships with the
homeless people in our area. Leader, Ryan Wagner,
said, “Our hope and purpose is that by interacting
with the homeless in our community and by treating
them with dignity, we can instill value into their lives.”
Those involved in this ministry attended dinners
through Gift of God regularly where they were able
to come together with the homeless community and
get to know each other. This was a great experience
as Sherlinda Jones, a junior, said, “Once you start
talking, there are no barriers; it’s just normal
conversation. Sometimes when you see someone
who’s homeless, you wonder ‘What do they want
from me?’ instead of saying ‘What can I give them?’
And really it can be as simple as a smile or a ‘Hello,’
just to say you see them.” Just one small gesture can
make a huge difference in someone’s day.
Once again, Save Our Streets put on a week-long
fundraiser called Homeless Week that raised money
for the Salvation Army. Those who wished to
participate spend a week living without the amenities

that we all had grown so accustomed to. The campus
always had a positive response to this fundraiser;
however, this year was especially great due to the fact
that SOS collected as much money on the first day as
they did all week two years ago. The donations didn’t
drop off throughout the week either, seeing as there
was consistency throughout the five days. Wagner
said, “We’re well aware that we are not homeless and
can in no means understand what it’s like to be
homeless. Everybody who is homeless lives the full
experience every day. We just get a taste for it.”
Students were able to see what it was like to be
homeless during Homeless Week.
This fundraiser did a lot to raise awareness of the
homeless population in our own community, showing
the importance of recognizing the homeless as well as
making connections with them. Leader, Angel
Gaikwad, said, “We emphasize that there is no ‘us’ and
‘them.’ We don’t want to come in with the attitude that
we have something to offer them. When those
outward things are stripped away, we’re all the same.”
All members of SOS understood this concept and took
it very seriously as they ministered to those in our
community.
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Upper Room

S piritual life was such an important part of what Olivet

Nazarene University was all about. In the same way we
wanted to grow and mature as young adults, it was
important to set valuable time aside to develop
spiritually as well. The Upper Room provided a perfect
opportunity for students to get together, worship the
Lord, and have any of their spiritual needs met. The
Upper Room was led by one of our Executive Officers of
Spiritual Life, Chad Radford, and our four class
chaplains, Nick Mansell, Aaron Steele, Hannah Jones,
and Jimmy Southerland. The Director of Bands was
Justin Kennedy.

and for people to learn ways they can actively
participate in building God’s kingdom here on
Earth”. The Upper Room was a place for people to
get away from the hustle of life and just spend time
with our Father. The best way to get involved in this
ministry was to come out to the many different
events that were held on Monday nights in the
Warming House.

Our friends who came out to worship said they had
a great time seeing their family lifting their hands to
praise God. Sophomore Grace Von Qualen said, “I
definitely felt spiritual freedom in the fact that I felt
The Upper Room incorporated both the Chapel theme, like I could worship without being ‘judged’, or I
“Cultivate”, and the Spiritual Life theme “Undeserved”.
could belt out the lyrics and still absolutely love it.”
According to Chad Radford, the main goal of the Upper Just as the disciples in the Bible came together and
Room was for people to come and be “impacted by
went into an “Upper Room”, the Olivet family did the
what God is doing in the world through His people,
same as they joined to give God glory,
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MIA Trips

M any students from Olivet had the opportunity to

go on mission trips throughout the 2017-2018
school year. These trips usually lasted between one
week to as long as two months. The work that was
done varied from place to place. But thanks to
everyone at MIA, these trips always ran smoothly.
During winter break, students had the opportunity
to go to St. Joseph, Michigan to help renovate the
Nazarene church they have there. Many trips
happened during Spring Break of 2018 as well. Two
mission groups traveled to Haiti, one to Gwo Cheval,
and the other to the Agape Boys Home. All of the
students that went created relationships with
children and adults of all ages. They provided hope
for the living situations they had to take part of. A
few mission groups even traveled to places here in
America that needed attention. One group went to

Cactus, Texas to help in after school activities, ESL
training for adults, work projects in the gardens, parks
and facilities, and encouraged the staff at Cactus
Nazarene Ministry Center. Another group went to
Chicago, Illinois to build relationships and encourage
residents of the Chicago Englewood with the love of
Jesus and hope for their futures. Lastly, students
traveled to Honduras and the Dominican Republic to
help love, interact, as well as encourage the children
that were living there.
During the summer, students traveled to South Africa,
Honduras, Panama, Uganda, Thailand, and Armenia to
work with children and adults from all different cultures
and ethnicities. During these trips, students helped
spread the love of Christ through missionary work such
as construction, Bible study, communication, music,
and much more. These trips created powerful
connections with Christ and all involved.
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Life Support

L ife support was a ministry team that sought to stand

up for the innocent lives of those who could not yet
speak for themselves. They partnered with the local
pregnancy resource center, Living Alternatives, through
frequent volunteer and service about once or twice a
week. They also attended fundraising and awareness
events that the resource center hosted. As junior
Connor Letts described, “there is a huge sense of
freedom serving because there is no large time
commitment and it can make a huge difference behind
the scenes”.
Members of this team shared a passion for helping and
serving God’s children, and they believed that abortion
was such a massive social injustice that impacted the
lives of the innocent. They wanted to do all they could
to help — so they did. They participated in organizing
donations, cleaning the center, and building
relationships with families in need.

This year, Life Support even launched a new ministry
called Aunt Martha’s that focused on serving meals
and providing child care for teenage moms and dads
as a means of support and to show love. One of the
leaders of Life Support, junior Julia Swanson, stated
that “Life Support assisted and supported women
and families who chose life”.
Life Support encouraged all to come out and serve
and share the beautiful experience of saving the life
of a baby. A little went a very long way. There were
many stories of women who came back and shared
that Life Support impacted their lives so much that
they decided to keep their babies. Sophomore
Bethany Turner said that “all you need is a love for
serving because to a pregnant teenage girl, feeling
support from those around her is very important and
she will see His love through the work that you do.”
Life Support made a huge impact on the lives of
many women.
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Prayer Warriors

H ow do you define a warrior? Someone who fights
and serves for a cause. A Prayer Warrior fights and
serves for God. Prayer Warriors defended their faith
and served others through prayer. This was a
powerful group to join on campus. The power of
prayer can be amazing because through
God,anything could happen.

were there to do just that. The members enjoyed being
able to connect with students outside of their ministry
and pray for them.

“Each month we focus on a spiritual discipline to work
through as a ministry,” leader of Prayer Warriors
Michael Grimm said. This gave the group a challenge
to work on throughout each month. Each spiritual
discipline helped the students grow individually and as
Prayer Warriors met every Thursday night to join in
prayer. Some nights they focused on praying for each a group. They became more connected to God and
strengthened their faith. Prayer Warriors was a group
other, and other nights they would go out to serve
that students greatly enjoyed being a part of this year.
the Olivet community. For example, one night they
went into the dorms on open dorm night and prayed They grew in their faith and in their relationships with
each other. Nothing is stronger than the power of
for and with the residents. This meant a lot to the
prayer, and Prayer Warriors proved it.
residents. Just knowing someone was praying for
them was an amazing feeling. Everyone needs prayer
and encouragement in life, and the Prayer Warriors
63
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Heart for Missions

H ave you ever wanted to take a step out of your

comfort zone to travel the world to help others? Here
at Olivet, many students had a heart for this, a heart for
ministry. This group, Heart for Missions, gathered
together young adults who had a specific call to be a
long-term missionary, or those who just had a big love
for missions. The group was created to talk about past
experiences within missions and new experiences
coming up. This was an on-campus group that
ministered only to the campus community.
In this in-reach team, students were able to learn more
about others and created a connection with their
peers. Everyone who had been involved in missions or
had gone on a mission trip had a story to tell. Their
stories were exciting, happy, heart-breaking, sad, or
motivational. They all varied in different ways, but all of

them really helped touch the lives of others within
this group. It was amazing for the students to learn
about different cultures and what other people went
through on a daily basis. For example, a typical day
for a twenty-year old in Africa was totally different
from a day in America.
The whole ministry had the opportunity to touch
people’s lives here at ONU. There were endless
opportunities of missions that students could get
involved in. Feeling that pull towards missions and
those heart-tugging experiences could really lead
you to an incredible community of students. Students
traveled all over the world, and should have the
opportunity to share their experiences. This group
was just for that.
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HeArt
W hat if art was worship? What if art was seen as an
essential part of the Christian community and
experience? What if art was for more than artists?
These were the questions that the leaders and
members of HeArt Ministry asked themselves
throughout the year. They challenged the idea that
art was secular and separate from faith, welcoming
anyone with the interest or passion to join in weekly
meetings and outreach projects. Students gathered
for an hour and a half on Tuesday nights to eat
snacks, drink coffee, do art projects, and explore the
significance of art as an integral part of their lives. “I
don’t believe that art and faith are separate,” stated
junior Allison Beecher, one of HeArt’s co-leaders, “I
think that art is so important—the act of creativity

can help people see the world differently, because you
have to think differently to do it.”
This ministry promoted a comfortable and communal
environment in which students felt free to experiment
and explore the different media and art styles that were
introduced in weekly meetings. “I love that we get to
unite art and ministry to reach our community and
others through something we enjoy so much,”
commented sophomore co-leader Jonathan Gonzalez.
“It’s also just a great community where we can enjoy
good coffee, good art, and a good time, which is
something I think a lot of students need in their busy
and stressful lives,” Gonzalez said. HeArt was a popular
ministry where students could express their love for
God through art.
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"I believe the freedom that Paul
speaks of in this passage is a freedom
from the Law that used to bind and
constrict the lives of God's people.
Since Jesus came to fulfill the Law, we
no longer live under the requirements
of the Law, meaning that we have
freedom in Christ to experience the
world and not exclude ourselves
in a closed community apart
from our neighbors."

Jayme Putney, Senior

"In the light of how I live my life in
God's love, freedom means that even
though God is endlessly showing His
grace and mercy, I continuously use
my freedom to do good. In the midst
of adversity, God reminds me to have
fortitude and to serve others in love.
He does not hinder us but instead
gives us a choice-- and with that
choice I choose to be the person God
has called me to be."

Goldene Brown, Junior

"This freedom means to me that I can
live a fearless life through Him,
knowing that Jesus saved me from
death. Because of this perfect act of
love, I am called to live freely by
serving and loving others in the same
way that Christ loves me."

Kelly Sylvester, Sophomore
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"It's like a breath of fresh air to be
released from an addiction or bad
habit, and although I'm still in the
midst of my struggles, I know that I've
been set free! To be free from sin is to
be a slave, a servant who's been
captivated by the overwhelming
love of God!"

Shaun Fish, Freshman

"This kind of freedom means to me
that I have the power to share the
love of Christ with others, as well as
spreading kindness and cheer to all."

Tanya O'Connor, Freshman

"In my life, this freedom means I feel I
have the choice to live life as one big
adventure. I believe whatever that
adventure may be, that it should
honor God because He is the one who
gave us this freedom."

Ryan Thompson, Senior
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ASC

A SC, here at ONU, was the group who came up

with all the fun activities for students in each year.
The students that were involved in ASC “are
passionate about Olivet,” said Sophomore Class
President, Anna Richards. There were a large variety
of majors and personalities in ASC, but everyone
came together. There was one thing they had in
common: they loved Olivet. Each and every one that
was involved are enthusiastic and involved students
that were engaged with the community and
heartbeat of ONU.
This past school year included so many events
sponsored by the Associated Student Council. In the
fall, Wacky Games took place during Ollies Follies.
“Being on the field is electric and getting to cheer on
your class and see the action close up and personal
is just so much fun,” said Senior Class President,
Jessica Grimmett. Other events that Grimmett was
excited about were the events created for the

seniors. These events included Senior Chapel, Senior
Week, and the Senior Banquet. There were also events
for freshman, sophomores, and juniors. The
Sophomore Waffle Night and the Junior Luau were a
big hit. “Serving in this position, I get the chance to
plan with my team some pretty special events to
commemorate and celebrate our class. As intimidating
as that may be, it is also such an honor,” Grimmett said.
The students that were involved in ASC went through
an application process. Everyone that is anyone had a
chance to get involved with ASC. Junior Class President,
Jenna George, said, “I recommend for you to apply for
ASC if you desire to serve others.” If a student was not
interested in being a member of the Associated Student
Council, they could still connect with the current
members by going to school events. ASC continued to
connect with students this past year. They welcomed
any concerns, issues, and news related to the student
body. Without ASC, Olivet would not be what it is now.

71

17-12-18 13:15:50

y806851_0071_c.p1.pdf

OD job 8068510 | Size 648wX864h | page 72 | Four Color | UV: No | Submitted on: 12/18/2017 00:00 AM UTC | Generated on: 12/18/2017 18:47 PM UTC | PDF G3 v3.1.0.2 | RequestID: 395f9ff8-850a-43f4-9cfa-e8333157ed86 | SpreadID: q9k988hBkX3mu4AG1B6ET2fh | Type: Submit | Olivet Nazarene University
Fonts used: AWPCMixage, AWPCMixageBold
Colors used: Black, F3840, White
PDC: https://sto.walsworthyearbooks.com.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/Manufacturing/395f9ff8-850a-43f4-9cfa-e8333157ed86/q9k988hBkX3mu4AG1B6ET2fh.pdc

ASC Executives
T he Associated Student Council (ASC) Executives were

a team of student leaders who served the Olivet
community by representing the student body in many
different areas. A closer look at this team would reveal
that their relationship with one another made them
one huge God-loving, service-loving family. This family
took time each week to not only address business, but
to listen to one another and pray with each other.
Executive Officer of Student Relations, senior Rachel
Schramm expressed how important the family aspect of
the ASC Executives team was to her. “We are definitely
a team who has to encourage one another in our
roles,” Schramm said, “but we also could not function if
we did not support one another as a family”.
The ASC Executives carried on many responsibilities as a
family, but also had specific areas that they oversaw.
Our leaders this year were Tommy Lambrecht, Student
Body President, Rachel Schramm, Executive Officer for
Student Relations, Taylor Dawson, Executive Officer for
Publicity, Sarai Guerrero, Executive Officer for
Marketing and Content Management, Ben Vertin,
Executive Officer for Finance, Daniel Kuruvilla, Rachel
Grimmett, and Sarah Ritter, Executive Officers for
Events and Programming, Chad Radford and Austen
Marshall,

Executive Officers for Spiritual Life, Shannon Jirik,
Executive Editor for GlimmerGlass, and Katie Obi
Obasi, Executive Editor of the Aurora. This family of
leaders also came together to plan and set up many
events for enjoyment of the community. Some of
these events included Ollies Follies Wacky Games,
the Block Party, Candy Costume Party, the Christmas
Party, the Big Chill, and much more.
The ASC Executives were more than proud of what
they did and felt extremely blessed to have serviced
such a wonderful community at Olivet. Executive of
Spiritual Life, Chad Radford, said, “I was amazed
everyday by what ASC accomplished through the
councils. I constantly saw members interacting with
other students and being a positive force, bringing
the promised joy and hope of Christ here to our
campus. I am proud and humbled to have served
alongside such an amazing team.” According to
Student Body President, Tommy Lambchert, “God
moved in incredible ways that year…and we had
certainly seen God’s hand throughout the entire
process.” Without God and the executive team, ASC
would not be as great as it was this year.

72

17-12-18 13:15:50

y806851_0072_c.p1.pdf

OD job 8068510 | Size 648wX864h | page 73 | Four Color | UV: No | Submitted on: 12/18/2017 00:00 AM UTC | Generated on: 12/18/2017 18:47 PM UTC | PDF G3 v3.1.0.2 | RequestID: 395f9ff8-850a-43f4-9cfa-e8333157ed86 | SpreadID: q9k988hBkX3mu4AG1B6ET2fh | Type: Submit | Olivet Nazarene University
Fonts used: AWPCMixage, AWPCMixageBold
Colors used: Black, F3840, White
PDC: https://sto.walsworthyearbooks.com.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/Manufacturing/395f9ff8-850a-43f4-9cfa-e8333157ed86/q9k988hBkX3mu4AG1B6ET2fh.pdc

annon Jirik,
nd Katie Obi
. This family of
nd set up many
ity. Some of
acky Games,
y, the Christmas

proud of what
have serviced
et. Executive of
was amazed
through the
nteracting with
orce, bringing
here to our
have served
ccording to
bchert, “God
and we had
ut the entire
utive team, ASC
ear.

73

17-12-18 13:15:50

y806851_0073_c.p1.pdf

OD job 8068510 | Size 648wX864h | page 74 | Four Color | UV: No | Submitted on: 11/14/2017 00:00 AM UTC | Generated on: 11/14/2017 03:30 AM UTC | PDF G3 v3.1.0.2 | RequestID: 6821d0ae-19db-4d59-88ca-3356dfa87833 | SpreadID: F1ii2hQG6wXh9Mk02LT9btlZ | Type: Submit | Olivet Nazarene University
Fonts used: AWPCMixage, AWPCMixageBold
Colors used: Black, F3840, White
PDC: https://sto.walsworthyearbooks.com.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/Manufacturing/6821d0ae-19db-4d59-88ca-3356dfa87833/F1ii2hQG6wXh9Mk02LT9btlZ.pdc

Residential Life

P erhaps some of the most important relationships that

developed on Olivet’s campus was between resident
assistants and residential students in the dorms and
apartments. RAs gave generously of their time, energy,
and love to help guide and support their residents
through the difficulties that take place in college. They
make the effort to get to know their residents
individually, forming meaningful relationships based on
genuine trust. “My favorite part about being an RA is
getting to know my residents on a personal level,” said
senior RA Jonathan Hentschel, “It's one thing to get to
know somebody's name and grade, but to actually
spend quality time with them and to be involved in
activities with them outside of our building is such a
powerful thing.” Junior RA Elisa Klaassen described her
experience in a similar way: “I like being an RA because
it gives me the opportunity to get to know people that I
might not meet otherwise… My RA job has taught me
that everyone has the same basic desires and needs, we
all just express them differently.”

One of the essential experiences of freshman year
was the bonding that occurred among freshman
who live on the same floor and their RAs that lived
with them as mentors. Strong communities and lifelong friendships were formed in the halls of the
freshmen dorms as resident assistants strove to foster
community and growth through floor dinners, Bible
studies, fun events, and the opportunity to do life
together. “It’s a beautiful thing to see them not only
spend time together in fun activities,” said junior
freshman RA Kassandra Ross, “but also to be able to
walk through hard things and hard questions
together, to be able to pray together and love one
another.”
This relationship was not only beneficial to the
residents; resident assistants also saw it as a blessing
and an opportunity to share the kingdom. “Being an
RA is amazing because it isn’t really a job,” Ross
summed up succinctly. “It’s simply doing life with my
residents.” Doing life together is a great component
of Olivet’s residential life.
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Philanthropy Council
L oving mankind: isn’t that what Jesus taught us? We

need to love and care for others on a daily basis. The
Philanthropy Council’s goal was to educate students
about being philanthropic, or loving mankind. They
also worked to give back to those who have donated
their time and money to Olivet. Their vision this year
was: “The Student Philanthropy Council leadership
serves as a main source of philanthropic education to
all students, providing opportunities for students to
increase their knowledge and experience in
philanthropy.” Most students did not even know what
philanthropy meant, but the council worked to change
that.
The Council had three committees: Grants, Student for
Student, and Recognition. “The Grant committee was in
charge of growing the endowment and then using the
interest to give out grants to fund philanthropic
endeavors that meet certain criteria,”

President Chesley Rowlett said. This committee
worked to fund scholarships for students. The
Recognition committee focused on recognizing
Philanthropic students, faculty, and donors, and the
Student for Student (S4S) committee worked to
educate students on Philanthropy.
The events the Council administered this year
included: Scholarship Start Day, Philanthropy Speaks
Panels, a Speed Networking Event, thank-you letters
for donors, and Philanthropic Student of the Month.
The Council consisted of sixteen members including
great leaders. “Our council had hard working
leaders and emerging leaders who sought to help
the Olivet Community and recognize those who
have given to our students,” Recognition Chair
Sophia Paulose said. The Council put in much work
to give back to the Olivet Community and to
educate students on Philanthropy.
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Publicity Council

P ublicity Council was the perfect place for those

and build off of it.” Each Publicity Council member had
a different style that set him/herself apart from the
others. This gave everyone the opportunity to express
One of the most notable aspects of this council was the
fact that any club on campus could ask for help from
these council members whenever they were in need of
a design. Martin, said, “We provided a service to each
club sponsored through the Associated Student
Council, and designed graphics for posters or T-shirts
for each club to properly market them and to uphold
a professional standard for Olivet Nazarene University.”

Lexi Thill, junior council member, agreed with
Martin. She said, “My favorite part about Publicity
Council is the creative freedom I get. Some clubs give
us a few guidelines, and some are specific – it’s fun
to take that their personalities and make their visions
come to life.

People could find the work of Publicity
Council all across campus, either up on walls or on the
backs of students who owned the work of
these young graphic designers. Publicity Council was
the group that made Olivet look good.

who had a passion in graphic design.Being an
artistic group, this council nurtured and encouraged
the creativity of those who enjoyed outlets such as
these that required their original thoughts and ideas.
Junior council member, Landon Martin said, “There
really is a lot of creative freedom within our work so
having a small platform to display that creativity is
fantastic.” Meeting once a month, the council
discussed upcoming events and how they plan to
advertise around campus.
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GlimmerGlass
T he GlimmerGlass was Olivet’s main source for all
kinds of news including sports, features, opinions, and
other relevant topics pertaining to the student body
and community. The team was composed of strong
writers and photographers who worked hard each
week to provide the latest news to readers.
One of those devoted team members, senior Luke
Jungermann, one of the news editors for the paper,
said that “the best part about being on the
GlimmerGlass team is meeting new people and staying
connected with the events that are happening around
me.” The team members were proud of what they
created and were especially proud of each other’s
contributions and efforts. “We work hard to create a
publication that we can be proud of, and the
committed work of our staff reflects the consistent
upward trend in readership we have experienced,”
said sophomore news editor, Cassie Appleton.
Glimmerglass was constantly finding ways to improve
the paper and make it the best it could be for readers,
including adding a calendar of school events and
interactive activities.

This year, they made a huge and noteworthy change
from print to digital. As exciting as this was, it took
countless hours of effort and dedication to go
completely digital and to adapt to the change. Their
efforts were not in vain, as their readership was
higher than it ever was before. They were excited to
be able to continue to share their work, but in an
entirely different way. Olivet’s GlimmerGlass desired
to reach as many people as they could through their
work. They tried to include many organizations,
events, and students in the paper in order to make
the paper a place where students could get all their
need-to-know information. Some passionate
members even had personal goals for the paper.
Senior Shannon Jirik, the Executive Editor of
GlimmerGlass, said her goal was “regardless of who
chooses to read the GlimmerGlass or not, every
person at this school will know the paper exists and
know where to find it.” This team continued to reach
the goals that they set in place and accomplished
great things.
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Aurora

M aking memories was an important part of the

college life and to be able to preserve them forever was
absolutely beautiful. Olivet’s Aurora team strived to do
just that. They captured the moments that shaped our
Olivet experience and turned them into unforgettable
stories that will stick with us for as long as we want
them to. The staff consisted of dedicated writers,
photographers, and designers that put their talents
together to create our yearbooks. “I enjoyed being part
of this team because we were a family with a goal to
create something so very precious for the Olivet
community,” explained sophomore Chichi Obi Obasi, “I
love that I had a role in achieving that goal”.
Creating memories was a lot of hard work. It involved
reaching out and conducting interviews, attending the
different events for pictures, and a whole lot of
creativity for the design and aesthetics. Sophomore
Alicia Boers said, “I feel so much freedom when I am
writing for the yearbook. I love pouring my creativity

into each and every one of my assignments.” The
yearbook allowed the team to bond with every
meeting because they all enjoyed what they did and
loved doing it together as a team.
Throughout the semesters, each member was able to
build and grow in their talents, and their progress
showed tremendously in the final creation of this
yearbook. Executive Editor, senior Katie Obi Obasi
expressed that the creativity and passion of the staff
was stronger than she could ever have hoped for.
“Each person has grown in confidence with their
creativity. I've enjoyed seeing how the theme has
really constructed the way we created the book,”
Katie said, “It's been a serious pleasure to work with
these very talented individuals. Their hearts for this
book is evident throughout the pages.” With all the
memories made at Olivet, the Aurora yearbook was a
physical memory students could take with them in
their lives after Olivet.
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Admissions
T he admissions team here at Olivet worked hard year-

round to acquire new students. There were over 2,600
undergraduate students, all coming from different
parts of the nation and even the world, and the
admissions office was who we should thank for that
outstanding number. Over the course of the year,
there were many different events that the admissions
office held including the most popular, Purple and
Gold days.
Throughout the admissions department, there were
categories of workers that were always ready to help.
First, there were the admissions counselors. They
worked to recruit students and assist them with the
admission process. They also established programs and
events that helped promote the school. The counselors
here include Brandon Maranion, Kati Morris, Emily
Fernette, Taylor Logan, Mitchell Moon, Jake Hileman,
Emily Mills, Drew Brodien, and Reilly Roberts. Besides

these counselors, there were transfer counselors,
who specifically worked with students who were
transferring to ONU. Their goal was to make this
process as smooth as possible for the students. Lastly,
there were student workers and student
ambassadors. Student workers sent emails and made
phone calls to keep in contact with the incoming
students. Also, student ambassadors were in charge
of giving tours and connecting with the students
coming in.
Obtaining the chance to visit and spend a couple
days at a university was not a chance everyone
received. Here at ONU, potential students were able
to spend the night and learn all about life at Olivet.
This allowed many more opportunities of gaining
new undergrads every single year. Everyone should
value the admissions office because without them,
most of us would not be here at Olivet.
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Rec Services
S omeone had to keep the many parts of the

Student Life and Recreation Center running
smoothly, and this group was designated and
trained to do just that. “My role is to make sure
everyone in the building is having the best
experience while they’re here, and to make sure the
other employees are attentive to their jobs,”
described Maddie Blake, a senior Rec Center
Supervisor, “while making sure they have everything
they need.” As supervisors, these individuals had the
opportunity to meet and build relationships with
many types of students, as well as to form a
community with the other employees in the Perry
Center. “There are so many great people that work
at the Perry Center,” stated senior Erin Meyers who
was another Rec supervisor, “I have the opportunity

to really get to know everyone that works there, and
God’s Love is so evident in all of them.”
They also were greatly involved in Olivet’s outreach to
the community and to new students visiting Olivet’s
campus. “The thing that I enjoy most about this is
seeing prospective students and families come
through,” senior Rec supervisor, Kyce Stewart
mentioned. “Working events such as Red Carpet Days
and Purple and Gold Days get me pumped because we
get to be part of their first impression of this campus
and seeing the excitement they have motivates me and
gets me excited!” he said. Supervisors were instrumental
in representing the love of God and the character of
this campus to current Olivet students and visitors alike.
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Spoons 4 Forks
L aughter. Risks. Make-believe. Jokes and stories.

Mistakes. Family. Those were just a few words to
describe the joys and challenges of improv acting. In
the year 2002, a few brave students at this fine
university decided to take it upon themselves to bring
this art form here for all to enjoy. Fifteen years later, it
was still going strong, and its members treated one
another like a mismatched sort of family. “I've never
really been part of a group that's quite so
welcoming,” shared freshman Emma Gorbett,
“There's no room to feel embarrassed; even if you
don't do something right, it's not like it's the end of
the world.” Case Koerner echoed that sentiment:
“Improv, if it teaches you anything, it teaches you
that it's okay to fail, and when you do fail, there's
gonna be people there next to you and beside you
picking you back up and helping you move on.”

Even though the team accepted new members every
semester, they maintained the same familial
environment through team bonding, laughter, games,
and spending time together. “These guys took us
under their wing and made us feel welcome,” stated
Hunter May, a freshman new to the team. “I'm looking
forward to having another family on campus,” added
sophomore Adam Raeburn. Many on the team also
saw it as an opportunity to relax and allow themselves
to enjoy time with friends and time for fun. “I like
improv because my schedule tends to be pretty
rigorous,” stated senior Daria Gielczynsky, “so it's nice
to have allotted time to have fun, because I don't get
to do that often.” Spoons 4 Forks’s family brought joy
and laughter to many others throughout the year
through their talent and humor.
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MuKappa

H ere at Olivet, we wanted everyone to feel a sense of

belonging and family no matter who you were and
where you came from. MuKappa was a club that did
just that, as it aimed to be the “connector of
international students, missionary kids, as well as
students who identify as Third Culture Kids (TCKs),” said
Treasurer of MuKappa, junior Corey Kucey. This club
came together to participate in various events and
service projects and to just hang out.
MuKappa was such a special and unique club at Olivet
because it targeted a specific group of people and
spread the message of unity in the midst of diversity.
They spread love to others and encouraged students to
embrace their differences. Freshman Hannah Reed
said, “this club makes me feel like I am truly

welcomed at Olivet and that I do fit in despite my
background. It gives me the freedom to be myself.”
MuKappa reminded us to not only love others, but to
love their differences too.
Being around all the students at Olivet was like being
with family. Everyone loved each other and accepted
each other for who they were. God made us all
unique for a reason, and MuKappa embraced those
differences. Everyone came together and met as one
big family. Members felt the freedom to be
themselves, as well as learn about other people from
different cultures. MuKappa made everyone feel like
one big Olivet family.
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Rabbit Room

A ll writers needed a space to express their creativity

and share their works-in-progress, a place where
they could receive constructive criticism and, with
the help of their peers, and improve their writing.
The Rabbit Room sought to provide such a space,
where writers could come and express themselves
through their compositions, in a community that
encouraged development and creativity. “Our goal is
to create a safe space for writers and creators to
share ideas and be themselves,” shared senior Luke
Jungermann, the president of the club, who formed
Rabbit Room in the spring of 2017. Senior Elisabeth
Garratt shared that the club helped her to find
inspiration to write. “College is super busy, so it can

be hard to find incentive to write creative things and
develop your craft,” she said, “Rabbit Room provides a
creative community and offers opportunities for you to
share your work.”
To the members of Rabbit Room, writing was personal,
an essential part of their lives. “I can’t remember a time
in my life that I wasn’t writing or creating stories in my
head,” said Jungermann, “Rabbit Room is a place
where I can connect with people who feel the same
way.” For the writers who took part in this club, writing
was a way to form community with others who shared
the same drive to create and express themselves
through the pen.
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Marketing Club

O livet always has new clubs being created by driven

and passionate students, and Marketing Club was one
of them this year. Sometimes getting a club off the
ground can be a challenge, but this one definitely had
a positive response from the student body. One of the
leaders, Erin Meyers, said, “The process of getting it
started and getting people involved has been great!
Everyone in the club is excited about it - it's a really
great group of people!”
This club was split up into three different groups that
served their own purpose and suited all abilities and
skill levels. Account Executives had the responsibility of
meeting with the clients to create and execute
marketing plans. This gave them the opportunity to
improve their networking proficiency and prepare
them for their future endeavors in the marketing field.

Student Engagement focused on bringing in new
members and creating different club events to
keep people involved. Lastly, the Creative Operations
group handled anything and everything that had to
do with graphic design, photography, and
videography. Because of these three different
groups, the club provided multiple outlets for those
wanting to use their talents in the marketing field.
This organization saw a lot of success throughout the
year. Meyers said, “My biggest hope for this club is
growth! I would love to come back to ONU in 5
years and see this club still growing and prospering.”
With the works that this club brought to the campus
this year, there was no doubt that Marketing Club
will continue to attract more members and the
appreciation of ONU.
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Table Top Games

W hat better way to distress than to spend a night

playing board games? The Tabletop Games Club
was not your typical club. They met every Friday
night from 6:30 to 10:30 to play games, and
members were allowed to come and go as they
pleased. President Bob Kuhn stated that the mission
of the club was “to welcome all students who are
interested in Tabletop Games without stigma.”
Members of the club met a variety of people that
they normally don’t connect with on a regular basis.
The club had almost every game that you could
think of—that were Olivet appropriate, of course.
They had more old-fashioned games such as: chess,
battleship, checkers, and monopoly as well as newer
games like Pandemic, Level 7, and 7 wonders. In
fact, most of their collection consisted of the newer,
more modern games. There was a game for

everyone’s liking from two players to large group
games. The club also encouraged members to bring
games of their own. Council member and treasurer of
the club, Danielle Conrad described how each meeting
was never the same. “You meet with new people, play
different games, and simply have fun whether it's in a
competitive setting or you're just there to relax and
enjoy time with friends,” she said. This was Conrad’s
favorite part of Table Top Games.
If you enjoy board games and hanging out with
friends, Tabletop Games was the club to join. Some
nights, there were over 100 students present to play
the board games. This was one of the most popular
clubs on campus. Conrad said that it was a fun way to
distress from a long week of classes. Whether you were
a competitive board gamer or just played for the fun of
it, everyone had a good time.
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Investment Club
T he Investment Club here at Olivet was defined “as a

group of students who have a passion for, and a desire
to know, financial markets, investing, fundamental
analysis, and portfolio from funds donated through the
Foundation,” said Assistant Professor of business, Doug
Nielsen. The club met every Wednesday of the school
year, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. in the Weber Center. The
meetings were broken up into two parts. The first half
was an educational session for new members to get
acquainted with the world of investments. The second
half was a time where new and old members discussed
what investments they were going to make and talk
about trends in the markets.
For the first time, the ONU Investment Club had the
opportunity to take part in the Chartered Financial
Analyst Research Competition. This competition
provided students with hands-on mentoring from a
respected CFA. It also gave intensive training on
financial analysis. The students worked together to
research a publicly traded company and wrote a report

on the company with a buy, sell, or hold
recommendation. Each student was asked to present
and further explain their analysis to a panel of
industry professionals. All the students involved
competed against each other and other students
around the country. The students from ONU gained
first-hand experience of what CFA industry was like.
This was an amazing educational opportunity for
these students.
The students that were involved in the group were
usually “finance and accounting majors, however,
there is a wide variety of majors in our club,” said
Jacob Reichsteiner, the president of the club. There
was no requirement to be a finance or business
related major. “While we are a little bit male
dominated, we do have a handful of female
members and would love to see some more join”
said member, Kyle Hardy. Anyone who had an
interest to learn more about investments was an
ideal person to join the club. The Investment Club
welcomed every student to come check out the club
throughout the school year.
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Social Justice Club

C ould you name an injustice in the world? I’m sure

you could think of several. Throughout this past year,
Olivet’s Social Justice Club spread awareness across
the Olivet community about various injustices. The
club discussed and advocated for these injustices.
“We made this a safe place for people to share their
hearts about people and places who were victimized
by certain injustices,” said senior Charles Deloach,
who worked on the board with church relations. The
students were able to freely share their opinions and
feelings towards certain social injustices in the nation.
They then turned these opinions and feelings into
actions.
A few events the Social Justice Club held this year
included: a religion panel, bra drives, Not So Super
Bowl, Speed Racing, Justice 101, and many more.
This year, they focused on the topic of human
trafficking. They partnered with “Free the Girls”

which was an organization that sent gently used bras
to survivors of human trafficking. After the survivors
received the bras, they sold them in their community.
This helped to empower the women in many ways.
President, Avery Gutwein said, “Personally, I loved
being able to spread awareness for and do something
about the injustice of human trafficking.” Gutwein was
very passionate about this topic and strived to help end
this horrible injustice.
The club also covered the topics of mental illness, race
relations, different religions, and illegal immigration.
“Through this club, we acted as the hands and feet of
Christ by reaching people who believed they’ve been
abandoned by God,” Vice President and Treasurer,
Devin Kirkland said. Social Justice Club did just that.
They used their abilities to serve God through creating
awareness and working on ending injustices in the
world. How amazing was that?
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Equestrian Club

O NU’s wide variety of clubs and organizations

provided many ways for students to get involved with
not only other people, but animals, too. The Equestrian
Club was a unique experience for those who wanted
to get involved on campus while connecting with
animals in the process. Students with a lot of
experience with horses found this to be a great
opportunity to stay in touch with horses, and those
with no experience at all were encouraged to join as
well. Co-leader, Kayla Bulthuis, said, “The coolest
aspect of this club is that it’s free animal therapy.”
Anyone with a love for animals enjoyed the
opportunity to spend time with animals they wouldn’t
otherwise get to see throughout the school year.
The Equestrian Club was not only a fun way for
students to connect, but it was also a service project in
itself. Nonna, a widow in the area, had a difficult time
getting to her barns with her three horses. Those in

the Equestrian Club visited Nonna’s home every
week to water, feed, and brush the horses, even
occasionally cleaning the stalls when needed.
It was a great way to learn about horses in the
perfect environment. Everyone got the chance to
serve in the community and had a good time while
doing it. Bulthuis stated, “It’s awesome that we were
able to help someone in the community and take
care of God’s creation, too.”
Both leaders, Kayla Bulthuis and Nichole Goumas,
were passionate about horses and enjoyed teaching
others about how to care for these animals. Each
year the club saw new members ready and willing to
serve and nurture the horses in our area.
Recognizing the beauty in creation was a key
concept for those in Equestrian Club who hoped to
share their love and passion with others.
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Outdoor Adventure Club

F ishing, hiking, camping, snowboarding—these

were just a few of the activities Olivet’s Outdoor
Adventure Club did this year. Anything that involves
outdoors, they did. Anyone who loves nature and
adventures could be a part of this club. At the
beginning of the year, the club held a meeting for all
members, new and old. During this meeting, they
planned all the activities they would do throughout
the semester. They also had monthly meetings
where they would discuss additional activities.
Members could take part in any activity they wanted.
Nothing was required.
The activities were a fun time to get together with
fellow outdoors lovers. These adventures were for all
students, experienced or not. The club encouraged

feedback and new ideas from students. All students had
a voice in what the club would do during the year.
Also, the club had their own Facebook page. Any
member going on some sort of outdoor adventure,
such as hiking, could post to the page and invite other
members. This was a great arrangement for the club.
Outdoor Adventure Club hopes to continue their
adventures, as well as, new adventures in the coming
years. “In future years, I hope to grow outdoor
adventure club so that many can come to love and
enjoy the world that God has given us,” Sophomore
Jenna Dittmer said. Dittmer was the president of
Outdoor Adventure Club this year. She greatly enjoyed
sharing her love of nature and the outdoors with other
members of the club. Next year will be an exciting new
year filled with new adventures for the club.
93

17-12-19 16:53:55

y806851_0093_c.p1.pdf

OD job 8068510 | Size 648wX864h | page 94 | Four Color | UV: No | Submitted on: 12/18/2017 00:00 AM UTC | Generated on: 12/18/2017 18:41 PM UTC | PDF G3 v3.1.0.2 | RequestID: 595a632f-98cb-4a6c-a10f-e2c6d2efc32b | SpreadID: 5ECG8WDKsbIa9VVpG2N5Da3t | Type: Submit | Olivet Nazarene University
Fonts used: AWPCMixageBold
Colors used: Black
PDC: https://sto.walsworthyearbooks.com.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/Manufacturing/595a632f-98cb-4a6c-a10f-e2c6d2efc32b/5ECG8WDKsbIa9VVpG2N5Da3t.pdc

94

17-12-18 13:15:50

y806851_0094_c.p1.pdf

OD job 8068510 | Size 648wX864h | page 95 | Four Color | UV: No | Submitted on: 12/18/2017 00:00 AM UTC | Generated on: 12/18/2017 18:41 PM UTC | PDF G3 v3.1.0.2 | RequestID: 595a632f-98cb-4a6c-a10f-e2c6d2efc32b | SpreadID: 5ECG8WDKsbIa9VVpG2N5Da3t | Type: Submit | Olivet Nazarene University
Fonts used: AWPCMixageBold
Colors used: Black
PDC: https://sto.walsworthyearbooks.com.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/Manufacturing/595a632f-98cb-4a6c-a10f-e2c6d2efc32b/5ECG8WDKsbIa9VVpG2N5Da3t.pdc

95

17-12-18 13:15:50

y806851_0095_c.p1.pdf

OD job 8068510 | Size 648wX864h | page 96 | Four Color | UV: No | Submitted on: 03/12/2018 00:00 AM UTC | Generated on: 03/12/2018 17:33 PM UTC | PDF G3 v3.1.0.2 | RequestID: 47b27c48-7811-4a12-be44-11cf78a61970 | SpreadID: ca2bzG5kv64FS74cdzMRKd33 | Type: Submit | Olivet Nazarene University
Fonts used: AWPCMixageBold
Colors used: Black, White
PDC: https://sto.walsworthyearbooks.com.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/Manufacturing/47b27c48-7811-4a12-be44-11cf78a61970/ca2bzG5kv64FS74cdzMRKd33.pdc

"Freedom in my life is not doing
whatever I want, but living my life in
communion with my Creator and
sharing that freedom through simple
acts of love to others around me."

Macy Slider, Freshman

"Freedom to me stands for what
represent multiple areas in my life of
where I can truly be myself and be
comfortable with it. Whether it is in
my faith, my relationships, or
even my country."

Hunter Overholt, Freshman

"When I thought of freedom before, it
just meant being able to do what I
wanted. Now, freedom is simply
getting the chance to serve others in
the way that Christ intended."

Troy VonGillern, Sophomore
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"God's grace and love is the most
intrinsic characteristic of His nature, a
nature that gives us abundant life and
the freedom that allows us to unravel
ourselves as disciples of Him and
servants of others, in His will rather
than our own. To me, this freedom
means the opportunity to confidently
give the best of me and to use my
talents to help others conform
to His will."

Alexander Freytes, Junior

"What this freedom means to me in
my life is loving others as I love myself.
I strive to be more like Christ everyday
and to me that is how he intends us to
use our freedom."

Amarii Sims, Senior

"To me, this freedom means, not only
am I not bound by my human limits
and abilities, but I have also been
given a responsibility to make that
known to others through the many
forms of unconditional love."

Lindsay Wyld, Senior
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Art & Digital Media

T he creative minds on campus congregated within the
walls of the Art and Digital Media department. Small
and inviting, this community of people was very tight
knit and connected, welcoming all who call art their
expertise. Sophomore, Emilee French, shared, “When I
came here, for the first time I felt like I was in a
community that finally felt like home. The creativity
spans passed just art. It really was a department full of
innovative and many-faceted people.”
Expressing themselves through art, each student and
faculty member found pleasure in displaying to the
community their brilliance and originality. Every year,
art openings were hosted for the public to see. Many
of the exhibits were for the senior students, however,
professional artists also exhibited their works in the
Victorian House Gallery, where they spoke to the
students in the department. All students also had the
opportunity to display their art on the walls of
Common Grounds or to submit their works to Tiger
magazine. The professors played a huge part in
nurturing and encouraging the growth of their
students. Sophomore, Tori Fox, commented on the
professors, saying, “The biggest thing I’ve taken away
from this department is just seeing the passion. [The
professors] are just so happy doing what they do; it

inspired me to not take art
for granted and to really
enjoy what I do.” This was
evident in the pure joy each
student showed when in their artistic
element.
Professor, Bill Greiner, shared the most
fulfilling aspect about being a part of this
department. “Students become artists in their own
right. [They] turn the light bulb on and move
beyond classroom assignments. They begin to make
art for themselves, and that takes it to a new level.”
Each student was dedicated to creating their own
style of art, developing themselves year after year.
Along with the encouragement, constructive
criticism and feedback were given to help each
individual progress further in their skill. French said,
“Style is the point when you stop mimicking
someone else, and it just kind of happens.”
Throughout the years spent in the ONU art
department, it can be guaranteed that each student
will leave ready to take their masterpieces into the
real world.
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Biology

T he study of life. What could be more fascinating than

that? Biology included the study of plants, human
anatomy, microbiology, biochemistry, genetics, and
many other subjects. Anything living, biologists study.
Biology was the basis for many career fields including:
nursing, medicine, dietetics, research, athletic training,
physical therapy, and much more. Many new
discoveries were also being made in the field. “There
has never been a better time to be a biologist,” Dr.
Pyle, chair of the biology department said, “new
discoveries are occurring at an amazing pace providing
ever deeper knowledge of life and transforming
research and medicine.” We will never know
everything about the world we live in. New
information was discovered every day.
Olivet had an amazing biology department this year.
The department just launched a new program called,
Catalyst ONU to connect Olivet alumni to current
students. The goal of this program was to help

students create connections with biologists or those
in related fields for the purpose of obtaining
internships, mentoring, or obtaining funds for
research. The program worked very well this year.
Students and alumni enjoyed the experience and the
widespread opportunities that came out of it.
In addition, the biophilic club was an important part
of the biology department. Some events the club
sponsored were the science career fair and bone
marrow registration. They also held mock medical
school interviews with Riverside residents to prepare
the students wanting to apply to medical school.
Biology students greatly enjoyed being apart of
biophilic club. “We had lots of fun in fellowship and
strived to do meaningful events as well,” senior
Micah Forshee said. The biophilic club helped the
students prepare for their careers as well build
relationships with other biology majors. The biology
field was an amazing field to be in.
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Physical Science
T he Chemistry and Geosciences department at Olivet

included a range of topics from chemistry, to earth and
space sciences, geography, physical sciences, and
more. Students majoring in this department had a
deep fascination for discovering and exploring all that
the world had to offer. With every lecture or lab, they
were immersed in the never-ending flow of new mindboggling ideas and challenges. Senior Jenna Cain,
who was a chemistry major at Olivet said, “I love being
able to work hands-on with the ideas presented in the
classroom and to give life to otherwise theoretical
concepts.” She hoped to work in quality control or
method development for a food commercial product
company.

and treasurer for OGS, enjoyed being a part of the
council and being with others who shared her
enthusiasm for geology.

Many of the students expressed that their passion for
their major stemmed from the love they had for
God’s complexity of His creation and desire to
understand Him better through their studies. The
professors in this department did an amazing job of
sharing their knowledge and preparing them for
bright futures. Senior Chesley Rowlett was so
thankful to have such amazing professors that made
her feel excellently prepared for graduate school. She
hoped to continue her studies by attending Texas
A & M’s PhD program in chemistry so that she could
research solutions to diseases like cancer. Rowlett
The physical sciences department provided clubs such
explained, “The complexity of the world around us
as the Olivet Geological Society (OGS) and the
Chemistry Club where students could get together with speaks value of not only God's power but his
Authority. The more we know, the more we realize
others who shared their passion. They organized
we don't know. There seems to be a never-ending
various events such as the OGS Halloween cutting
sea of things to learn, and I think that’s incredibly
party, and they participated in service events for the
descriptive of God's nature.” The earth God created is
community. Danielle Conrad, a senior Geology major
amazing.
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Zoology

O livet Nazarene University’s Zoology department

was composed of a dedicated group of students
and professors who explored and studied God’s
creation through scientific lenses. Many of the
students built on their pre-existing passion for
animals and the environment and hoped to
continue doing so after they graduated. Senior
Honomi Takizawa hoped to use her degree and her
love for animals to become a wildlife technician and
investigate environmental issues that animals face
and be a part of the solution. “I became more
thankful to God as I pursued my study,” Takizawa
explained, “I am always astonished by the beauty of
nature and I try to keep working on my
stewardship”.

God created a majestic world with majestic animals to
inhabit the world and we are called to care for them.
He also created deeply passionate people who lead the
way in that calling. From the tiny beetles to the gigantic
elephants, Olivet’s zoology students were enthusiastic
about them all. Zoology club president, senior Sarah
Eslinger felt that by studying zoology at Olivet, she not
only was able to study the world of zoology, but grew
to deeply appreciate that she was created by such an
amazing God. Eslinger said, “if the God who created
these ecological niches and connections also created
me, then how can I fail?” God made an amazing earth
that we are required to appreciate and care for, and He
gave us the strength and abilities to do this.
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Behavioral Sciences

A t Olivet, the Behavioral Science program

about the importance of Behavioral Science in the real
represented two majors: Psychology and Sociology.
world. Throughout the year, the students within this
The program taught students research methods and
department were able to participate in many different
critical thinking skills and provided students a solid
projects and activities, including one where they had to
background in psychological science and theory. The “design, conduct, and present their own study,” said
department served many of the other departments on Senior Devin Kirkland. The research projects provided
campus as well. “Students were trained in consuming many opportunities for students to obtain knowledge
and producing empirical research,” said Dr. Young
and mentoring from skilled behavioral scientists. The
Reusser. The faculty and staff in this department acted projects were presented locally, regionally, and some
as wonderful mentors for their hard- working
even at national conferences. In addition, many
students. All of the faculty were incredibly intelligent
students were members of Psi Chi, which was the
and friendly people who clearly cared about their
International Honor Society in Psychology. This society
students. Their passion for psychology and sociology
provided “fun events each semester, meant to bring all
was contagious. The professors made some really
of the members together as a family,” said Kirkland.
difficult subjects enjoyable to learn. “Truthfully, in this With all the wonderful professors, Olivet’s Behavioral
department, I don’t think I can say that I’ve had a bad Science Department created an amazing learning
professor,” said Senior, Alexis Trevino. It was obvious
experience for all students involved.
that the staff and students all had a true passion for
this area of study and enjoyed teaching and learning
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Engineering

M any people might shy away from the idea of taking

on a major such as engineering, with its heavy focus
on complex mathematics and challenging science. For
those who were gifted and passionate about
engineering, however, mathematics and science were
just extra challenges, exciting and part of the learning
process. The students of Olivet’s School of Engineering
began learning and preparing for the career of
engineering as they entered their major classes. “Many
of my classes are filled with problems and projects that
are based on problems that real engineers struggled
with,” stated Derek Racek, a junior, “These problems
are meant to ease the shock when we enter the real
world of engineering.” Although their work proved
challenging at times, students faced their challenges
with good humor and a spirit of collaboration, working
together to come up with solutions. "I really appreciate
the social dynamic,"

shared Racek. "If I am struggling on a problem I
always know I will be able to find a familiar face in
Reed that can push me to get through those last few
problems."
The engineering faculty at Olivet considered their role
to extend beyond lecturing and instruction. Faculty
sought not only to teach students how to succeed in
the world of engineering, but also to connect with
their students on an individual basis. "The professors
in our department encourage their students to go
the extra mile and not settle for the minimum
required work," stated Professor David Ibrahim, "They
share with them real life problems based on their past
experience." The future of engineering was in good
hands with this group of critical thinkers and problem
solvers.
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Women in Engineering

T he Society of Women Engineers was an

organization that encouraged academic growth in
the field of engineering and computer science,
particular among women in those fields. The SWE
council, led by President Mikaela Coose and Vice
President Jasmin Folkers, worked closely to organize
and plan events for their members and for
surrounding grade schools. One of their main events
was the National Conference WE18 in Minneapolis,
MN. This event allowed SWE members to branch
out, gain interview experience, obtain job offers for
internships and even full time jobs. Coose said, “We
provide our members with the opportunity to grow
their leadership skills, promote their careers, and
foster engineering education in the lives of many
young people."

The SWE was a very unique organization because it
focused on the involvement of women in fields in
which they are minorities in and encouraged and
supported their excellence and success. “Being a
female in engineering or computer science seems very
intimidating at first, but finding this club helped me
realize that there are so many of us all around the
globe,” senior Catie Lindquist expressed, “when we
come together in an organization like SWE, we can do
so much more than we can individually.” What was so
great about SWE was that they made everyone, men
and women alike, feel welcomed and excited about
the heights they could achieve. Folkers voiced, “I love
helping people, and being a leader for SWE gives me
fulfillment that I am doing my part of the Walker School
of Engineering to help grow the community and
enhance the opportunities of my peers.”
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Computer Science

W hile technology may be hard for some of us to

grasp, those in the computer science department had
no problem navigating such things. These group of
technology driven students was determined from the
very beginning to obtain skills in all areas, not just
computers. Junior, Ross Roberts, said, “Something that I
realized from my first day as a student two years ago is
that computer science students are incredibly immersed
in various technologies before their first computer
science class. It is just part of the culture.” It’s almost as
if the love of technology runs through the blood of
computer science majors.
The biggest events in the department varied from
professional levels, such as the Computer Science Open
House, to events that encouraged fun competition like
their annual Christmas party. At their Open House,
students had the opportunity to present projects to
students from other departments, setting them up in
interactive stations. This gave people a good idea of
what these dedicated computer science students
worked on through the course of their time here. The
Christmas party, on the other hand, was a laid back
atmosphere where students participated in fun

activities like building gingerbread houses and
throwing them out of a third story window. Both
sides of professionalism and entertainment were
fostered among these students and professors.
Larry Vail, a professor in the computer science
department expressed his passion not only for
computer science itself, but for the students he was
able to partner with. “One of the most fulfilling parts
of teaching in this department is seeing students
mature in their knowledge, skills, professions, and
careers. Seeing them grow spiritually, in service,
families, and relationally. They are amazing and my
closest friends and colleagues.” Everyone was very
much interconnected and shared bonds unlike any
other. Roberts shared, “The most fulfilling part about
being in the computer science department for me is
that after gaining experience through programming
classes, I could dream up an idea and put it into
practice similar to how an artist projects his mind
onto a canvas.” This was a reality of many, and, of
course, could not be done without the conjoined
effort of students and faculty alike. Their minds were
programmed for developing the future.
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Math Department

T he Math Department at ONU was filled with

incredibly smart and reliable faculty, staff, and
students. According to Professor Justin Brown,
“mathematicians are very particular about definitions,
so I would define the Math Department as the
department in which mathematics is done.” Although
not completely serious, Brown gave an insight on
how the math students and staff work and think. This
department was one of the foundational
departments, seeking to teach students to
understand and think logically and analytically.
The faculty and staff in the Math Department were
looked up to by their hard-working students. They all
showed incredible patience, which was the “most
clear evidence of their love for not only their jobs, but
their students,” said sophomore, Anna MacLean. For
example, according to Emily Crum, a senior Math
Education major, Dr. Lyle “can look out into the class
and read the looks on our faces (without even

speaking) to know if he should go over something one
more time.” The students and staff in this department
all shared one common thought. That was the thought
of how math was one of the most important things on
the planet. They were always ready to stand their
ground when someone told them, “when am I ever
going to use this?”
Throughout the year, this department participated in
various activities. Math club continued to be a powerful
place for math-lovers and staff to connect and, well,
just do math! Even non-math majors could join in if
they had a secret love for mathematics. There were also
semi-annual get-togethers with all the math majors,
professors, and professors’ families. They socialized, had
food, and played fun games. “It was a great time to get
to know each other outside of the classroom context,”
said Crum. Despite the boring reputation math gets,
Olivet’s math department made the subject exciting
and fun.
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Business Department

T he School of Business here at ONU, allowed students
to have the opportunity of six degrees, fifteen
concentrations, and thirteen business clubs and
competitions to have been involved in. Through the
successes of the 2017-2018 school year and the past,
the department began to gain national recognition.

In the fall, Olivet had the opportunity to open the
McGraw School of Business, which was placed in the
Weber Center. When Department Head, Dr. Glen
Rewerts, witnessed the opening of the school he “was
in awe of the sense of obedience to the Lord by Mr.
McGraw.” He was also “overwhelmed with God’s
presence.” The opening of the McGraw School of
Business was a gift from the McGraw Family, whom
had given an abundance and love for the faculty and
staff here at Olivet.
The students and faculty within the School of Business
were given six goals to complete this past school year.

These tasks included qualifying the program as a
CFE, or a Certified Fraud Examiner, qualifying the
program as a Chartered Financial Analyst, looking
into the establishment of Entrepreneurial
concentration, helping fund all of the thirteen
student professional chapters and competitions,
growing the Student Managed Investment fund to
$500,000, and finally, looking into the establishment
of a real estate concentration. The faculty were all
experts in their field who had a passion for Christ and
a passion for students to apply their studies to real life
experience through professional certification and
competitions. With the help of the faculty, the
outstanding students in this department possessed
not only strong quantitative skills, but also excellent
interpersonal and leadership skills. “It is made up of
400 students, 8 faculty, and 1 awesome God who
continues to bless our efforts as we work to bring
Him Glory,” said Dr. Rewerts. This was a memorable
year for ONU’s School of Business.
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Enactus

E nactus was a global, nonprofit organization that

challenged students on college campuses to take
what they were learning in the classroom and use
their knowledge to better their communities.
Students developed projects that were focused on
entrepreneurship, financial literacy, environmental
sustainability, and business ethics. Through these
projects, Enactus empowered university students to
make a difference.
Students joined Enactus to gain significant, hands-on
experience. The organization worked with a variety
of local businesses, as well as, regional and global
partners. Their goal was to work to sustainably
improve lives. Enactus provided an opportunity for
students to learn and grow with an amazing group
of friends. The members worked hard to create a
great place to belong. “I love the competitive nature
and teamwork of Enactus. At competition, we

showcase the measurable outcomes of our projects
and are judged by a panel of business leaders,” said
business professor Dr. Lynda Allen. Through these
experiences, the students gained excellent leadership
skills and were able to show off their business skills.
These competitions were a great opportunity for the
students to get practical experience to prepare them for
their careers.
Enactus encouraged competitive nature and teamwork
skills. The group worked together to create a great
project, and then had the opportunity to share the
impact they made in their community. Overall, through
Enactus, students had the opportunity to strengthen
their leadership skills, develop confidence in their
abilities, and apply the knowledge they learned
through their business classes. Joining Enactus was a
great decision for many business students.
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Communications Department
T he Department of Communications offered many

diverse choices for students pursuing their careers in
the professional world. From theater to business to
training and development, the options were very open
for students who graduated with this major. The
Department's many offerings included theatre, film
studies, radio, journalism, and corporate
communication. The focus of the Department of
Communications was on personal and professional
development, while learning how best to communicate
with other people. "I love learning more about how to
relate to other people," stated senior Caitlin Hacker,
"My classes focus on teaching us how to grow
personally while keeping others in mind." The skills that
they learned, they would take into the real world to
motivate and empower others.

The professors of the department took the
opportunity to encourage and help their students to
learn and grow, not only as students but also as
individuals, sharing their wisdom and often their
ridiculousness with their students. They created a
familial environment that promoted working through
the challenges that come with communication and
challenging them to consider how the real world
after Olivet would be. "All the professors encourage
students to continue to develop themselves,"
commented Hacker. "They encourage everyone to
do the best they can do, and they are there every
step of the way to make sure that you're getting a
great learning experience." The dedication of the
professors and the enthusiasm and determination of
the students made the Communications Department
a roaring success.
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Education Department

E ducation was, for many, the gateway to success,

the way to get ahead in life. It was the key to being
able to move forward in the world we live in. The
members of Olivet’s Teacher Education program
received a calling to help people do just that, from
the very early years throughout their professional
lives. “My motto is, 'help students love to learn,’”
commented sophomore Jacob Hildebrandt, “I want
to do that for every student, and that is why I chose
education.” Some students felt the calling to be
teachers based on their family history, while some
wanted to share their passion for learning.
For sophomore Abrial Harkins, education was a
means to address the many inequities that plague
our society, especially that of students from other
cultural and linguistic backgrounds. “Through my
study of language, I began to notice a lack of equity
in instruction for culturally and linguistically diverse
students,” she stated, “So now, I want to steward
the privileges that are inherently mine in education

because of my cultural background and native
language, so these students receive the education
which they deserve.”
The education department encouraged community
among students and professors alike. “Everyone in the
education department cares so much,” Hildebrant
shared, “We all help each other out. I see Christ
everywhere in this department.” The professors
themselves shared their love and passion for their
students, as well. “We are a deeply dedicated group of
experts touching the lives of future teachers,” stated Dr.
Ruth Reynolds. Their expertise and guidance, their
passion and intentionality, were an invaluable asset to
many students who sought to follow in their footsteps
as educators—and their willingness to form
relationships with their students was an added blessing
to these hardworking students. The character of Christ
was exemplified in this department of prayerful and
powerful individuals.
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History

S ome may not see the purpose of peaking into, but

those who studied history at Olivet embraced the
concept with pride in their love of knowledge about
the events of the past, the stories that have been told
and retold throughout time. “History isn’t some boring
jumble of names and dates,” explained senior Hannah
Francis, “it’s one giant story, with drama and adventure
and good and evil. I didn’t really understand that until
it was taught to me in high school.” History majors saw
the events of the past not as obsolete or unimportant
to our current lives, but as essential to understanding
the present and the future, and even in understanding
our faith. “If God was working in the Bible and He is
working now, it must be assumed that He was working
in between,” Francis stated. “If we search for God in
the pages of history,

we find Him, and we start to learn an awful lot
about who He is.”
The members of the department, students and
teachers alike, saw each other as a community of
people who were able to understand each other
and their shared love of history. What one member
delights in, others are excited about. The professors,
as well, shared this enthusiasm and support. “I have
a great relationship with my professors,” commented
Tommy Lambrecht, a junior. “There are many times
where I have wrestled with things that I have
learned about history and the professors are always
willing to dialogue and shed some light on different
historical events.” The love of Christ was uniquely
evident in these relationships and interactions.
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Political Science

T he Political Science department was one full of

people who were knowledgeable on anything
taking place in the political world. With a love for all
things politics, these students were preparing to
enter into a field with the purpose of uniting the
divided and eliminating the injustices. Each student
had the chance to dig deeper into their beliefs and
shape them into such a way that would set them up
for success in the future.
Professor David Van Heemst, said, “The Political
Science Department focuses on preparing students
for lives of service in the public realm. We train
women and men to seek justice in and through the
government.” Students obtained experience with
real life events when they participated in such clubs
as the Capitol Hill Gang and the Law and Politics
Society. Capitol Hill Gang was a political debate club,
which gave students the opportunity to broaden
their knowledge on politics and express their political
views in a professional manner. The Law and Politics
Society was a political and legal educational event
club, where students became even further involved

in the politics they were so passionate about. These
clubs even put on events like a Winter Ball and State of
the Union Viewing Party, where students in this
department gathered together for a time of fun.
Van Heemst was known for his enthusiasm for the
political science department and the students in it. He
shared, “The best part, by far, is having the opportunity
to walk with students throughout their four years at
Olivet. So many important and significant events occur
during these four years and to be a small part of what
God is doing in the students’ lives is incredibly
rewarding!” Olivet was known for their professors and
the amount of time and care they invested in their
students’ lives, and this department was no exception.
Sophomore, Amanda Spriggs, reiterated this: “The
professors are genuinely invested in my life and do
their best to mentor students academically and
spiritually. The students are really a community that
shares ideas and pushes each other to achieve.” Once
a student had completed their four years here, they
were ready to take the political world by storm.
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The English Department
R eading and writing – two of the English

Department’s favorite things. Whether it was reading a
short story, long novel, or writing stories or poetry,
students in the English department obtained
experience in all forms of literature and writing. A few
of the classes that were offered in the English
Department included: World Literature, British
Literature, Understanding Language, Descriptive
English Grammar, Writing Fiction and Non-Fiction, and
many more. Students greatly enjoyed this variety of
content.
Senior Sara Hajduk was an English major at Olivet and
loved to write. “It is like creating your own world,”
Hajduk stated. She loved to write cliffhangers, create
characters from her own personal experiences, and to
make the readers relate to the characters in the story.
With this major, she was able to develop and perfect

her writing skills, and Olivet’s English Department
helped her achieve that. The department was very
supportive and wanted to help students succeed. In
addition, the students apart of the English
Department were like a family. “We all have similar
interests,” Hajduk said. Whether it is writing or
reading, there was always something to talk about in
the English Department.
Dr. Kash taught various English and Literature classes
in the English Department. What he enjoyed most
about the department was: “the spirit of working
among fellow Christians where you share the same
spiritual culture with your colleagues and students.”
The English department was not only a great place
for students, but for faculty, too. The faculty were
very supportive of each other and were encouraging
to the students. The English Department was a great
place to be.
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Sigma Tau Delta

G reat Gatsby Parties, Edgar Allen Poe Haunted

Houses, Harry Potter Yule Balls—what more can you
ask for in an honor society? Sigma Tau Delta was the
English Honor Society at Olivet. To be invited into
this honor society, students were required to have
completed a minimum of two college courses in
English or literature, maintain a minimum B average,
be in the highest thirty-five percent of his/her class,
and have completed at least three semesters of
college course work. Members worked hard to be
accepted into Sigma Tau Delta.
In addition, there were many benefits of being a part
of this honor society including: scholarships, writing
awards, convention prizes, and even internships.
“Through my membership in Sigma Tau Delta, I was
able to receive a scholarship for my study abroad
experience,” Junior and Secretary Elisa Klaassen said.
She was very thankful for that opportunity that
Sigma provided her. Also, students were able to

write and present their papers at the annual
conference. This was a great opportunity for them to
build their resume and professional writing skills.
On the other hand, Sigma Tau Delta members
participated in various fun activities throughout the
year. In addition to the Great Gatsby Parties, Edgar
Allen Poe Haunted Houses, and Harry Potter Yule Balls,
Sigma celebrated National Day of Writing, Dr. Seuss
Day, World Book Day, and Banned Books Week. These
were all events that members greatly enjoyed. They
enjoyed each other’s company as well as the
celebration of an event. “My favorite part of being in
Sigma Tau Delta and the English department is the
close-knit community,” President Lauren Mohler stated.
All the students were there to support and encourage
each other. Sigma Tau Delta was a great society to be a
part of, not only for the scholarships and awards, but
also for the people.
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Exercise & Sports Sciences
O livet Nazarene University’s exercise science

department consisted of students who shared a
passion for human health and exercise. These
students studied the links between fitness, exercise,
diet and health, and learned ways to improve the
human body. They loved learning about sports and
medicine for injuries and ways to rehab injured
athletes.
Many of the students hoped to continue their
studies and go on to graduate school, and they
were so thankful for the guidance and knowledge
of their professors. President of the Exercise Science
Club, senior Elizabeth Willford, spoke highly about
her professors: “The professors are all very
passionate about exercise science. We even had a

new professor, Dr. Underhill, come in this year and
help the exercise science department organize a
mission trip to Guatemala.” Altogether, this department
was filled with people who were very much dedicated
to what they did.
God’s intricate masterpiece was clearly shown to the
students involved in this major as their eyes were
opened to how beautifully He created the human
body and all the mechanisms that work within it.
Willford stated, “God created the human body so
intelligently and carefully. Learning about how exact
and perfectly He made our bodies showed me God's
power.” As in all majors, the glory was given to God for
the success of these students and the possibilities that
their futures held. Exercise science was a great field for
students to go into especially at Olivet.
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Athletic Training

N ot only did the athletic training major at Olivet

require much class work, it also required numerous
outside clinical hours. Much time and dedication
were put into working in this field. “This wasn’t
exactly a ‘walk in the park’ type of major,” Senior
Allie Melton said. Classes were hard and took a lot of
work, but Olivet very well prepared its students to
become athletic trainers. Some of the classes the
students had to take were on topics such as:
anatomy, injury recognition, emergency treatment,
rehab techniques, and clinical applications. These
classes and clinical hours prepared the students to
take the Board of Certification exam.
Because of all that these students had to do, a
strong faculty and relationships among fellow
students were crucial. “One of the most amazing
things the Olivet Athletic Training Program provided
was a small atmosphere that allowed the students
and professors to cultivate a family atmosphere and
bond,” junior Bella Koenig said. A school does not
have to have a huge program to be successful.
Olivet’s athletic training program was just the right

size to form close relationships with one another and
the faculty. “We were all a big family there within the
AT program,” Sophomore Amber Andrews said. They
supported each other and encouraged everyone to do
their best.
In addition to the classes and clinical hours the students
completed, the department also ran many fun events
for the school. The highlight of the year was the
Zombie 5K. This was held at Perry Farms in the Spring
Semester. The athletic training students dressed up as
zombies and ran after the students running the race. It
was a fun event for all. Also, the students volunteered
with the medical staff at the Chicago Marathon to help
runners after they crossed the finish line. The largest
event the department participated in was traveling to
the Dominican Republic for a mission trip where the
students worked with coaches and students to better
their PE programs. This was a great opportunity for the
students to practice their skills. Despite the business of
being an athletic training student, the department had
a great year.
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ROTC

T he military science and the Army Reserve Officer’s

Training Corps (ROTC) was a course of leadership and
adventure training that produced 75% of all army
officers, or more than one-half million lieutenants since
1916. The program transformed men and woman
from college students into Army Officers—prestigious
professionals who served as leaders of one of the most
respected institutions in America. The students that
were in the program were “great and eager to learn all
they could from the cadre (professors) here at the
program,” said James E. Hicks Jr., an Assistant Professor
of Military Science, “their mature outlook on life and
their desire to not only serve their country but wanting
be a leader is why this great organization is
commendable.”
A normal week in the ROTC department was full of
excitement and non-stop adventure. Each week was
different depending on the training they had
scheduled. Then the days ended with a LLAB where

they trained the cadets on infantry tactics at the
intramural field and Perry Farms. The cadets were
issued training rifles and evaluated on proper
execution of the battle drill. The days were filled
which provided the Army with well-trained leaders.
In addition, they took cadets to military installation in
Kansas or Kentucky for training and utilized Marseilles
Training Area for Field Training exercise during the
weekends.
They had a lot of events throughout the year, besides
the normal Tuesday and Thursday class and LLAB.
The group participated in Field Training Exercise at
Marseilles Training Area, Ranger Challenge Team
Competitions, Buddy Ranger competitions at Kansas
University, Water Survival Training at Lewis University,
Flying Irish Basketball Tournament held at Notre
Dame University and Capstone trips to Fort
Campbell, KY or Fort Riley, KS every year. ROTC was a
great field to be involved in to learn the basics of
army training.
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School of Theology

O livet’s School of Theology and Christian Ministry

consisted of the Theology Department, Christian
Ministry Department, and Bible Department. The
students and professors involved in these departments
shared a deep passion for serving and learning about
theology and ministry, as well as building a stronger
and rooted relationship with God. They strived to be
critical and creative thinkers who would soon grow to
be missionaries, philosophers, theologians, and biblical
experts. “I have grown passionate about youth ministry
over the course of my high school years,” Senior Scott
Godsey expressed, “I hope to be a youth pastor in a
local church.” Other students’ goals included missionary
work, becoming church pastors, camp ministry, and
the continuation of their education in graduate schools.
Not only were the students excited about what they
were learning, but the professors were also dedicated
to their areas of expertise and relaying their passion to
their students. Professor Teresa Garner, a professor in
the School of Theology and Christian Ministry,
expressed her love for the delicate and challenging
subjects of theology and her devotion to helping her
students become mature pastors and theologians.

“Helping my students build a foundation that stands
firm in the midst of a quickly changing society is
crucial,” Professor Garner stated, “I have been so
blessed and I enjoy hearing that students desire a
knowledge of the Bible and a relationship with God.”
Many of the students were more than grateful for the
wisdom and encouragement of their professors and
mentors that were always by their side through their
educational and spiritual journey.
A huge part of their journey was their close walk
with God and their firm trust in Him. With every
lecture, activity, and assignment, these students were
reminded of God’s glory and faithfulness to His
children. They dedicated their lives to becoming a
vessel for others and to also develop and grow a
beautiful relationship with our Father. “I have
become more aware of God’s power through the
people that I interact with in my life, and I am
passionate about answering God’s call,” said Vinnie
Vinolus, a sophomore Pastoral Ministry student. The
students of the School of Theology and Christian
Ministry had truly learned to walk with others the
way our Father walks with them.
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Nursing

I f you wanted to touch people’s lives, nursing was

the way to go. A nurse could make a huge
difference in a patient’s life. Picture yourself stuck in a
hospital bed all day not feeling well. All it may have
took was the nurse coming in giving you some
medication, a snack, or even just talking to you to
make you feel better. No one wanted to be in the
hospital, but one kind nurse could make the world of
difference. “I love being able to be the light on
someone's darkest day,” said Jenelle Wilson,
President of the Student Nursing Association (NSA).
Wilson described nursing not just as a job but as a
way of life.
Some of the events that NSA sponsored this year
were the blood drive, Big Nurse, Little Nurse, and a
nursing banquet at the end of the year. This year
they also had a White Coat Ceremony in the fall.
During the ceremony, Level One nursing students
were honored by receiving a white lab coat. This
represented the beginning of their journey to

become a nurse. The school was given a grant for the
nursing students because this year they were the 50th
class to graduate from Olivet’s nursing program. This
was an exciting time for the nursing students.
Junior Katy Guzman was very excited to participate in
the White Coat Ceremony and to begin her journey as
a nurse. “My favorite part of the program this year was
practicing the assessment with our partners. I enjoyed
the hands-on stuff,” Guzman said. It took a lot of
practice and hands-on experience to be able to do the
work of a nurse. Some days of nursing could be
difficult, but other days are very rewarding. “I love the
cool experiences with the patients and their families
and just being there as a person,” Senior Rachel Zwartz
said. Nursing took a lot of dedication to the patients
and knowing what was best for them. Beyond the
medical aspect, patient relationship was just as
important as well. Kind words could have a healing
power and could really touch a person.

127

17-11-13 22:14:43

y806851_0127_c.p1.pdf

OD job 8068510 | Size 648wX864h | page 128 | Four Color | UV: No | Submitted on: 03/12/2018 00:00 AM UTC | Generated on: 03/12/2018 18:16 PM UTC | PDF G3 v3.1.0.2 | RequestID: 522f3fdc-b8c5-4faf-82b9-a1beca6991ab | SpreadID: jBKI5gnx573DIzK4EXmZ8WSF | Type: Submit | Olivet Nazarene University
Fonts used: AWPCMixage, AWPCMixageBold
Colors used: Black, F4990, White
PDC: https://sto.walsworthyearbooks.com.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/Manufacturing/522f3fdc-b8c5-4faf-82b9-a1beca6991ab/jBKI5gnx573DIzK4EXmZ8WSF.pdc

Social Work

S ocial workers chose to dedicate their lives to the well-

being of others, inserting themselves into challenging
situations that tested their strength. The compassionate
hearts of this group of people radiated love and care to
those around them. Professor, Barry Lee, shared,
“‘Integrity’ is the word that immediately comes to mind.
We might show it in different ways, but each of the
faculty is passionate about our field and, in particular,
our respective area of strength.” To speak on behalf of
the students, Diakonia President, Jessica Carara, said,
“Within the department, there was a communal desire
to see humankind not just survive, but thrive.”
All social work majors had the opportunity to get
involved not only on campus, but in the community as
well through Diakonia. This was the social work club
that put on multiple events throughout the year, from
service projects to all-major banquets. This year,
Diakonia coordinated a service project in Pembroke,
Illinois, where they worked with community members
and other volunteers to chop and deliver wood to
homes in order to help them make it through the
winter. Sophomore, Emily Denton, said, “It was a very

enlightening experience seeing a community so
drastically different from ours that is so close to
campus. It was like my eyes were opened to what
true poverty was. I always thought of it in third
world countries, but it’s here in America too.” Service
projects such as these assisted in preparing these
soon-to-be social workers for what they will
encounter in the future.
The social work department, students and professors
alike, all become a sort of family through all of their
time spent together. They all knew they had their
very own support system both inside and outside of
the classroom. Professor, Rachel Guimond said, “We
are intentional about building opportunities for
socialization and support that will continue into the
careers of students. What starts as a friendship
among social workers here at ONU has the potential
to develop into lifelong networking or community
collaborations in the future that could impact whole
communities.” The connections each student
nurtured eventually set them up for assistance in
future situations as well.
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Criminal Justice

T his year at Olivet, the Criminal Justice Program was

all about empowering students to develop the skills
required to continue in a field within the Criminal
Justice System. The professors taught the students the
importance of ethics and integrity within the criminal
justice system. The program allowed students to
begin investing in their lives by “equipping them with
the tools needed to start their career,” said Professor
Shelly Stroud of the department.
There were many students within the Criminal Justice
Department who helped shape the lives of the
students involved. The faculty and staff included Dr.
Craig Bishop, Professor Shelly Stroud, and Professor
Matthew Adamson. They all had experience within
the field, which created a well-taught department
here at ONU. “I like that my professors have realworld experience as police officers because I know

I’m getting real-world advice;” Senior, Noel Parcel,
stated, “all of my professors have been concerned with
teaching us to be better and more mindful police
officers, and strive to help us prevent the mistakes of
the previous generations of law enforcement.”
The department participated in TONS of events
throughout the year, but the favorites were the mocktrial at the courthouse and P.O.W.E.R. Testing. They
also participated in a crime scene. “We get to walk
through the process and see how they go about
solving crimes,” Senior, Trinity Davis, stated. The
Criminal Justice program gave students the hands-on
experience needed to succeed in this field. They were
put through simulations and lectures that fed them the
knowledge to prove their mental and physical
capabilities. Olivet’s Criminal Justice Program well
prepared students for entering the police force.
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School of Music

T he beautiful sounds that flowed from Larsen came

from the much talented and dedicated students and
professors involved in the School of Music. The music
department was filled with music majors, music minors,
and other students who shared a strong passion for the
art of music. Some of the ensembles included Orpheus
Choir, Jazz band, Proclamation Gospel Choir, Wind
Ensemble, Concert singers, and much more. Many
students expressed that they were so deeply influenced
by their encouraging and diligent professors and they
wouldn’t be where they were without them.
Sophomore Jacklyn Evans, who double majored in
music education and piano performance, said “Dr.
Karen Ball has been the greatest influence of my life,
both spiritually and musically. She encouraged me to
be proficient in every aspect of life and helped me
through difficulties.”
The music department truly felt like one big family who
made music together and strived to glorify God in
every sound that they made. They created

unforgettable memories together in practice rooms,
during performances, on tours, and during once-ina-lifetime experiences like the London New Year’s
Day Parade and the Inaugural Parade in Washington
D.C. “There have been such incredible opportunities
that were filled with new experiences, friends, and
music,” expressed junior Ashley Kamholz, who
minored in music, “I could not have asked for more”.
The most important element that the students and
the professors in the school of music shared was their
desire and devotion to walking with God throughout
their musical journey and expressing their love for
Him through their music. “God has shown me time
and time again that music is where I am supposed to
be,” explained music composition major, sophomore
Tyler Chapman, “He has given me a passion for
music and I love that He has made us creative beings
like Himself.” God gave us many talents that the
music majors were grateful to express using their
creative sides.
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Family & Consumer Sciences
T he Family and Consumer Science department at

ONU was becoming a more popular major to study.
Within the department, students studied fashion
merchandising, interior design, dietetics, hospitality,
and child development. There were two clubs that the
FACS Department sponsored: the Student Dietetic
Association, also known as SDA, and the Student Unit
of Family and Consumer Sciences, or SUFACS. In
addition to those two clubs, there was the FACS
honors society called Kappa Omicron Nu. The students
in the FACS department were always engaged with
hands-on assignments. They had to love problem
solving to be successful in their studies. “The students
in the FACS Department are awesome and very
diverse,” said department head, Dr. Richardson.
Olivet’s dietetics students were hard-working, as well
as, diligent,

organized, ethical, and driven individuals. Dr.
Anstrom said that the students in this department
“have a good sense of humor, which is what gets
them through the difficult courses they have to take
for this major.” With a dietetics major comes an
automatic chemistry minor, which was not easy. The
courses and ideas taught within the FACS
department included classes correlated to food and
nutrition, all the way to the basics and difficulties of
caring for a child. “I teach in the dietetics program
and love teaching all my classes, I can’t say there is a
favorite, just teaching dietetics is my favorite,” said
Professor Kimberlin. The other professors in this field
believed that the FACS program was a delight to
teach as well. Within this department, there was so
much diversity, which made it a very busy, but
exciting field to be a part of.
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Study Abroad
O ne of the many opportunities for growth and

enrichment that Olivet provided was the chance to
spend an extended period of time in another
country: living with locals, eating cultural cuisine,
traveling and exploring, and coming to terms with
cultural differences and unexpected situations. “I can
say, without a doubt, it was the best experience of
my life,” said senior Jonathan Hentschel, who
studied in Ecuador, “My heart was really softened as I
traveled across the country and had a chance to
work with difference churches and organizations.”
Students experienced many challenges that forced
them to learn to rely fully on God for His provision. “I
struggled with some health issues at the start of the
trip and I was really worried,” said junior Jess
Learned, “However, I was able to trust the Lord that

He was mighty and in control even when I didn’t have
all the answers.”
By far, one of the most rewarding aspects of studying
abroad was the relationships that students formed with
the locals. “My roommate was a Colombian student
studying theology at the seminary and she was an
incredible help with my adjustment,” Learned said. “She
loved helping me learn Spanish, loved to have a good
time, and most importantly, loved Jesus.” Senior Dakota
Hunter described what he learned about relationships
from his time in Ecuador: “God has made it clear that
we live together to be a missional people so we can
bring the Gospel to the world for His purposes,” said
Hunter, “This life isn’t our life, but his wonderful gift,
freely given.” Studying abroad was an amazing
opportunity that many students were able to discover.
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"In my life, I have seen how this
freedom I've been given can easily
be used selfishly for myself, but can
also be used in a way to love and
serve others. Personally, I strive
each day to use this freedom I've
been given to serve others in
every aspect of my life, from the
conversations I have to the day-to-day
interactions I have with others, that I
might show God's love to others
through my speech and actions."

Connor Stevenson, Sophomore

"Jesus took our sins with Him to the
cross, and gave us a freedom that we
cannot repay. We owe our lives to
him, and that means to follow His
Word. Nobody is perfect, of course,
but we still have to do our best to
follow Him and use that freedom He
has provided to us to worship Him."

Kaleb Peters, Freshman

"Only when you find your foundation
and identity in Christ do you
experience the true joy and freedom
that life has to offer. I've personally
experienced Christ break chains in my
own life, and I've never felt more free
and myself than ever before."

Abigail Merritt, Sophomore
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“To me freedom is choosing to walk by
the spirit despite what Satan tries to
tempt me with. It's dying to myself
and surrendering to him, because
dying to myself entails finding who I
truly am in him. Freedom is God and
God is in me. So, I freely choose to
give my all to God, and love his
people in entirety.”

Andrea Beard, Freshman

"This freedom is everything we dream
of, even though when we were
already gifted with it. It's the ability to
do as we please in our freewill. We are
tempted daily with opportunities of
selfishness and excuse ourselves to
justify our actions or words. We must
use our free will to love each other as
God's Word is intended: "Love others
as you love yourself." If we ruin and
detest with one another, we will
destroy each other."

Clarissa Cano, Junior

"The Lord's freedom empowers us to
set aside the worries and burdens of
this world in order to fully love, serve,
and share joy with one another."

Micah Forshee, Senior
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Football

P acked stands. Popcorn. Pep tunes. Cheers. Who

doesn’t love football games? This past season gave
our boys time to grow within the sport and within
Christ. The team was split into varsity and junior
varsity. Varsity played a total of eleven games, while
the JV played seven. Throughout the season, it was
“fun to watch how we go out and improve every
single game,” said sophomore, Zach Terrill. Each
member of the team had a specific role: to support
the players on the field or to support the players off
the field. Support was something always given out
to every member of the football team.
Terrill also stated that it was exciting to “watch our
team grow. It was great to see the progress we
made since last spring.” They worked hard all
summer to get to where they needed to be for the
season. Football was a challenging sport where you
need a lot of physical and mental preparation. When

asked what the biggest challenge about playing
football was, Zach answered by saying the heat. But,
the heat will never stop the standards and effort that
the team puts in at every practice and game. Everyone
put 100% in at all times, regardless of the weather.
Although there were some challenges the team faced,
they always faced them together. They always had
each other’s backs throughout the season, and even
after.
Having a Christ-like character was also something big
the football team carried with them. Each one of the
members wanted to respect each other and respect
the other team. They wanted to show the respect and
care like Jesus would have. “Every practice and every
game is an opportunity to show the love of Christ,”
said Terrill. With their Christ-like character and strong
respect for all, they proved to everyone what Tiger
Football really was.

Photo credit: Mikaela Komp
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Cheerleading
W e loved and appreciated our Olivet cheerleading

to the team, including freshman Cheyenne It was
crazy how quickly trust was built inside a team
who barely knew each other at first.

team for keeping up the spirit at our games and
bringing life to the party. But what really went on
behind the scenes?

Our cheer team was much more than flipping and
shouting. They were a close knit family composed of
support, trust, and love. Junior Kellie Sparks, a member
of the cheerleading team, said she had definitely
gained a ton of new family members and that “family
aspect was one of the coolest things about being a part
of the team.” She said that her team had “become
some of my closest friends and had a huge impact on
my life.” Another thing that made this team so special
this year was that there were a lot of new additions

Their hard work led up to the highlight of the
season: the homecoming routine. Although it was
such a high-pressured event, the freedom they felt
while flying up in the air and performing was
unmatched. All together, they just loved working
together to create something amazing. “I’m just
really proud of my team itself. The way that we were
able to just come together, love one another and
work together on the team is incredible”, said senior
Mike Warner. Go Tigers Go.
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Cross Country

T he ONU Cross Country team had a season to be

proud of this year, dominating the competition and
taking first place at multiple meets. Ranked 16th in the
nation, this team of dedicated runners made it clear
that they were all a force to be reckoned with. Both
the men’s and women’s teams set many goals for the
season, which they quickly accomplished and even
surpassed. Senior Tommy McGuire said, “This year
we’re looking to celebrate the small victories we
accomplish every day. That’s something new this year
compared to other seasons.” Whether it was running a
personal best or doing an especially hard workout, the
entire team celebrated each accomplishment.
Grant Guimond, a junior team member, talked about
how much everyone had improved as a team, both on
and off the course. “Everyone has become very

encouraging and is always there to support and
cheer each other on through workouts and races,”
he said, “we have a lot of new talent this year and it
will be exciting to see what we can accomplish.” The
entire team definitely did not disappoint as they took
home multiple firsts throughout the season.
Being one of the largest cross country programs in
the nation, ONU was set apart from the others.
McGuire said, “This big program leads to a lot of
friendships and teammates.” Having that family-like
dynamic was appreciated by everyone, as it was
clear to see the lifelong bonds that have been made
between team members. Benefiting from the size of
the team and the amount of support received, ONU
cross country experienced a lot of successes and
celebrations.
Photo Credit: Janet McDowell
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Volleyball

" United” was the theme that this year’s volleyball

team chose to represent the bond of sisterhood that
they experienced, both on the court and off. This
term was especially applicable to a sport like
volleyball, where the players must be united and
must be able to lean on each other during the
game. “Volleyball is a team sport and every action
has an action before and after,” commented junior
Alex Ewalt. “It is all connected and the teamwork that
goes into winning big games is exhilarating.”
This team did not solely focus on their athletic
abilities. Junior Lizzie Jackson stated, “Our team
would not be as close as we are if we were’nt first
and foremost intentionally centered in Christ.” As a
team, they selected the verses of Ephesians 4:15-16
as their focus this year: “Instead, speaking the truth in

love, we will grow to become in every respect the
mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ.
From him the whole body, joined and held together by
every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in
love, as each part does its work.”
Jackson recounted a memory from the beginning of
the year that was particularly special for the team: “The
week before school started we were all laying out on
the beach in Miami, Florida for our season opener
tournament and it was one of those surreal moments
where I thought to myself, ‘How special is it that we all
have the opportunity to do this together?’” This
sentiment was felt by every player. They were a team
that overcame adversity together and experienced the
freedom in community that comes from being united in
Christ.
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Men's Golf

T he Men’s Golf team had a year full of learning and

growth. The fall season was used to help improve their
game and better prepare them for the spring season,
which held a lot of tournaments and the opportunity
to make it to nationals. Working toward their goals, the
team came together as a support system for each
other. With competitions against other schools and
one another, each team member had many
opportunities to work on and enhance their technique.
Sophomore, Mitchell Peterson, said, “We have a lot of
competitions amongst our own team in practices to
have our skills under constant pressure.” Due to this
style of practicing, the team was always ready to face
whatever competition the tournaments held.
Along with focusing on their development in the sport,
the men’s golf team made sure to keep God in the
center as well. Junior, Jake Tuttle, said, “Winning is
something all teams want to do, but especially with the

developing Christ-like character is something that is
on top of the coaches’ list.” This was seen in the
prayers and devotionals the team did before each
tournament, as well as the genuine and God-loving
character displayed by each team member.
Perseverance was emphasized by Coach Lucas who
reminded the team to give their best effort not only
on the course, but in life as well. They were
encouraged to express themselves in a Christ-like
manner, which was something each team member
took seriously. Tuttle said, “I express myself on the
course by simply being myself when I interact with
others and trying to reflect Christ to them through
my character.” Whether it was going through
practice, a tournament, or everyday life, the men’s
golf team was always seen as an example of what it
meant to be an Olivet athlete.
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Women's Golf

T he 2017-2018 Women’s Golf team consisted of

multiple freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and one
senior. Julie Hogan, senior, began playing golf her
freshman year of high school, so this past season
was her eighth year playing. Hogan said that her
favorite part of playing golf here at ONU was “being
able to have Christ at the center of all of our
tournaments and relationships.” Hogan said, “We
understand that our talents are gifts from God that
can be used to glorify him in our team relationships
and interactions with other teams in tournaments.
Golf teaches a person more about life and the grace
of God than any other sport in my opinion.”
Throughout the school year, the team competed in
many different tournaments and competitions within
the fall and spring semesters. Coming back in the fall
was a great experience for the team because they
got to see each other. The semesters were loaded

with tournaments, but the fall was a time for bonding
as a team. Everything that was done during the year,
including tournaments, winter workouts, and break in
Florida, prepared the team for the most exciting
tournament of the year – the conference that
happened in May. “As soon as we kick off our fall
season, each of us is dreaming about victory in the
spring,” said Hogan.
Besides the hard-working teammates, Junior,
Stephanie Eby said that her favorite part of the
Women’s Golf team at ONU was the incredible
coaches. The coaches were said to make playing the
sport fun and challenging. They pushed all the girls on
the team “to work harder and become a better
athlete,” said Eby. Head coach, Bill Johnson, and
assistant coach, Bill Golyshko led the team to a
successful season.
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Tennis

S peed. Skill. Accuracy. This was what was required

to be proficient in the game of tennis: to be able to
play to compete and to win. Tennis was an
individual and team sport. In singles, there was a lot
of pressure on just you to make the right shots.
Tennis required much support and encouragement
from teammates which the Olivet tennis team gave.
Being on a tight-knit team like the one at Olivet
produced trust and relational growth among team
members. The players on Olivet’s tennis team
attested to the strong relationships that they formed
with team members and leaders alike. “For me, a
team is like a family and that is becoming more true
every day that I am with them,” said sophomore

Amanda Eberly, “Being on this team means creating
friendships that last long past our time here.” Not only
did the teammates provide support and
encouragement for each other during meets and
practices, but they were friends outside of the courts as
well.
For some, tennis was more than just a sport; it was
what they loved to do. “My grandfather first introduced
me to tennis at the age of fifteen,” said senior Micaela
Coose, “Tennis is my ultimate passion and I love every
minute that I get to be on the court.” The closeness of
the team, combined with the love for the sport, made
these teams powerful examples of the body of Christ.
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Track & Field
O NU’s Track & Field team had a challenging, but

successful year. The athletes grew, mentally, physically,
and spiritually, as a team and individually. Playing a
sport took a lot of dedication, endurance, and
cooperation. It also took confidence and cooperation.
The Track & Field team spent many, many hours
together every day practicing. They formed strong
relationships with one another.
“Meshing together the vastly different personalities
within a large team to create the cohesiveness it
requires to be successful” was one of the most difficult
parts of coaching track, Coach Mike McDowell said.
Everyone on the team had a unique personality that
added to the team’s dynamic. Without these different
personalities and unique talents, the team would not
have been as successful as they were. The CCAC
Championships was the most challenging meet of the

year, but the team made it through it. Coach
McDowell said, “It’s so gratifying to see someone
attain things they never thought possible.” The team
did have their doubts but pulled it off in the end.
The Track & Field team trained hard for their meets,
especially for the CCAC Championships and was
successful. Without each other’s support and Coach
McDowell’s input and motivation, the team would
not have done this well. “Track & Field would not be
the same without my team,” junior Meghan
McGowan said. The relationships of the team were
crucial. The athletes needed as much support and
encouragement as they could get, and their
teammates and coach gave them just that. That was
what made this year successful for the Track & Field
team.
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Swimming
T he Men and Women’s swim team at Olivet was

comprised of extremely gifted, hard-working, Godloving members and a Coach who always put God
ahead of the team. They set goals for their team and
were not afraid to meet them no matter what was
thrown their way. As a result, they reached amazing
heights together as a team and they were more than
proud of what they accomplished. Their main goal was
to return from nationals as repeating champions once
again.
The swim team also did amazing things outside
competition as well. As a team, they prayed together
and attended weekly bible study. Senior Captain,
Amanda Moran, said that this was her favorite part of
being on the team. “The best part about the Women's
team is the opportunity for mentorship and
discipleship. We do a Bible Study throughout our Swim
season and it helps our team not only grow together
as one, but we grow together in faith as well,” Moran
said. Over the summer, they swam in a relay open
water swim called Water4Water and raised $20,000

for clean water projects. They continued to look for
opportunities to use their talents to serve others
because they truly believed that giving back to God’s
Kingdom was what it was all about.
Our swim team here at Olivet was a true example of
a team that cares about each other both in and out
of the pool and accomplishes goals as a family. They
would give and do anything for each other or
would simply just be available as a friend and family
member. “When you go through challenges
together, you bond really well,” said senior distance
swimmer, Kristena Poll, “I know if I ever need
anything, any one of my teammates would be more
than willing to help me. There is a sense of
authenticity you can't find anywhere else on
campus.” Most importantly, they put God first in
everything they did and were constantly reminded
by the head swim coach, Scott Teeters, that God
was what held their team together.
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Men's Basketball

S ome of us were so focused on the future that we

forgot about the now. We worried about finding a
job, where we were going to live, who we were
going to marry, a difficult class next semester, or the
next big basketball game. Head Coach, Trey Hodge’s
motto for Olivet’s basketball team was “Moment to
Moment.” He did not want his players to only focus
on a challenging game happening in a month; he
wanted them to focus on the game they were
playing now. Taking one game at time would help
the team be successful.
Focusing on one game at a time also helped the
team build relationships with each other. “Seeing the
team grow as players and men and experience life’s
challenges as a student athlete,” was one of assistant

coach, Nick Birkey’s favorite parts of coaching
basketball. Being a student athlete could be
challenging. They not only had to worry about their
academics but their sport too. Practices six times a
week were time-consuming, especially when the
players still had homework and studying to do. Being a
student athlete took time and dedication.
Members of the team supported and encouraged each
other throughout the season. Senior Chris Green said
of his teammates, “They're a bunch of great guys and
we all got each other’s backs.” Following Coach
Hodge’s motto to take one game at a time and being
supportive of each other made the basketball team
very successful this year.
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Women's Basketball

O NU Women’s basketball team had a productive and

aspect. Senior, Lauren Rouse, expressed this when
successful season from the start where they made huge she said, “My favorite part about the team dynamic
strides to reach the goals they set out to meet at the
this year is our unity. We make a huge effort to be
beginning of the season. With their team theme of
on the same page down to the smallest detail. The
being “uncommon,” every Lady Tiger proved their unity more unified we are with the smaller details, the
with one another. Being one cohesive group was what more connected we become on and off the court.”
these ladies pursued every practice and every game.
The way this team played each game made it
Senior, Trinity Davis, said “Our goal this year is to
exciting not just for the team players, but for the
become better women both on and off the court. To
observers as well who could clearly see the fluidity of
grow, and learn, and to compete with the best teams
their strategic plays.
out there.” This group brought tough competition to
even the best teams they played, displaying their
Even though this team did a great job at coming
passion and dedication to the game. Senior, Maggie
together as one, they were still unique in their own
Schmidt said, “Before we even hit the court it’s
way of playing and tactics. With the freedom to
important that we’re one team with one goal. We’ve
show their talents on the court, each player was able
put a lot of work into not only getting better on the
to make great contributions to the team. Rouse said,
court but getting better as a team and creating the best “I am really grateful that Coach Lauren takes us with
version of us.”
our different skills, strengths, and weaknesses and
finds a way to harmonize all of us within a certain
The team made sure to keep their positivity at an alltype of playing style that doesn’t seek to change us
time high, giving encouraging and constructive
as players.” All women were showcased together
feedback to their teammates. The best way to get wins with their specific strengths that intersected to make
was being unified with each other in every possible
a victorious season.
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Softball

F reedom. Freedom to decide whether to dive for the

ball or play it safe, take that extra base or stay where
you were. These were a few of the many choices
softball players made every game. Sophomore,
Miranda Southall said, “I have the freedom to make
choices on the field that can cause us to lose the game
or win the game.” Making the right decisions was a
crucial part of the success of a team. Sometimes, the
team would make the right decisions and sometimes,
they wouldn't. This represented the life we lived. We
had the freedom to make choices, and that shaped
how it all played out.
Freedom to make decisions was not all about losing
and winning. “With freedom, we are able to create
great memories, which we will look back on years from
now and be able to share with others,” Head Coach

Gardner stated. Gardner loved every one of her
players. “The people at ONU are special, and it has
definitely shaped who I have become,” Gardner said.
The softball team was her own family away from
home. They shared many moments and emotions
with each other, not only happiness but
disappointment, sadness, success, and growth.
The team would not have been able to get through
the season without each other. They gave each other
support, encouragement, and many laughs. This was
what made the team successful. Their close bonds
and friendships were the backbone of the team, and
with the freedom and special people God gave us,
we have what we need to live the life God blessed us
with.
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Baseball

O NU’s baseball games were always the highlight of

the team’s year. “Our games are full of energy and
excitement. Our coaching staff and team is full of men
who honor and serve the Lord,” said senior, Tanner
McLain. Baseball here at ONU had an exciting season
this school year, playing a little over twenty-five games.
The team was led by head coach, Todd Reid, as well as
the assistant coach, Jonathan Fightmaster, and grad
assistant, Trevor Santor. The three together led a total
of thirty-four students into a victorious season.
The team always spent time together, whether in
uniform or not. Spending hours upon hours together
made a very close bond within the large group. This
past spring, the team headed to Arizona for their spring
trip, which was what most were excited for. They
competed with teams all over the country, which was a
wonderful experience for them. While they competed,

they continued to create outstanding memories with
the people they loved, doing the sport they loved.
The ONU baseball team was more than just some
group of men playing a sport. They were constantly
trying to be better people and follow in the footsteps
of the Lord. They had team activities to build
chemistry with each other and to get comfortable,
regardless of their faith. They were respectful
towards one other and the teams they played
against. They had a strong bond with the Lord as a
team, as well as individually. “We push one another
to be more than just baseball players. We want to
honor Christ in all that we do, most importantly on
the field as a ministry,” said McLain. The ONU
baseball team had a very successful year.
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Women's Soccer

S occer was the kind of sport that required ample

amounts of coordination, speed, focus, and teamwork.
The Olivet Women’s Soccer Team of 2017-18
exemplified those abilities in practices and games alike,
but chose to focus on something even more
important. “Our team is unashamedly Christian and we
play for an audience of One,” commented senior
Alyssa Snodsmith, one of the three captains of the
team. “It is so refreshing being on a team that glorifies
God and whose identity isn't found in soccer.” This
shared identity was what made the team so close-knit.
“They are my best friends and sisters,” Snodsmith
stated.

This bonding was greatly encouraged by the
leadership of the coaches. Snodsmith described them
as “strong, influential, Christ-like leaders” who
challenged the players not only in their soccer skills,
but also in their social, educational, and spiritual
lives. That same sentiment was echoed by junior
Amanda Roche, another of the team’s captains, as
she described the relationships that formed over the
course of the year. “I love how quickly our team is
able to bond simply because we are sisters in Christ,”
she shared, “because only God can bring a team of
people together from all different places and
backgrounds and make us family.”
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Men's Soccer
T he ONU Men's Soccer team had a great season from
the start, with a strong team dynamic that helped
further improve their game. This group of brothers
embodied a tremendous amount of passion and love
for the sport, making it clear that they were all
determined to make it even further than last year.
Junior, Jurren van der Gun explained how rigorously
everyone trained to prepare for their upcoming
season, considering last year was their “best season in
history.” Winning conference and making it to
nationals was just a couple of their long-term goals.

Junior, Brian Pfaff expressed his appreciation by
saying, “God has given us this athletic ability to
perform at this higher level.We don't just play for
ourselves or the team, we play for Him.” This team
was one that fully understood the importance of
uniting as one to reach their goals, which led them
to successfully display a level of dedication that
emphasized their heart for the game.

Along with their growth on the field, they experienced
a lot of growth within their relationships as well.
Sophomore, Nathan Alfred Lauvina said, “the returning
team is a lot closer and understands each other really
well,” which was an aspect they all hoped for. When a
team had a deeper bond than most, it benefited the
strategic playing and game plan of every team
member. Their comradery was apparent both on and
off the field through the stories they shared and the
genuine attitudes they revealed.
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Black Peguins
T he Black Penguins, ONU’s ultimate frisbee team, had

grown at a rapid pace, bringing in a large influx of
people wanting to compete in this popular sport. The
team combined both men and women this year and
welcomed many brand-new members to the group,
the team had increased in competitiveness and talent.
Member, Kyle Trojan, said, “Teams around Olivet that
are in our region want to have success just as bad as
we do. Our team is as competitive, if not more
competitive, than other schools.” Practices focused on
the fundamentals of the sport, helping people improve
in their skillset before moving onto the technical
aspects. Each practice became more fluid as players
worked hard to master the plays and tactics of the
game.
Many people involved in the Black Penguins said that
the biggest adjustment this year was combining the

challenges and change, it had been a satisfying
experience for everyone involved as they had all
made great connections through the process. “It is
really great to see the team come together and have
fun playing a sport that we all enjoy. I love seeing our
improvement, not only as individuals, but as a team,”
member, Emily Eisenbeis, said.
Traveling to schools all across the Midwest, the Black
Penguins proved to be a challenging team to
compete with. Tournaments brought a lot of fun
competition that each team member looked forward
to. These were always great weekends for the team,
and member, Kellen Lake, expressed this when he
said, “Nothing makes a weekend tournament more
enjoyable than a great group of people to spend it
with.” While the ultimate community continued to
grow, so did the passion and drive of those who
played.
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Intramurals

W hat was more fun than friendly athletic competition

with your friends? This year at Olivet, intramurals were
a big hit. The majority of the students that competed
were motivated by one of the two things: they loved to
compete or they loved to have fun with friends. “Some
were motivated by both,” said head of intramurals,
Jacob Gouge. Playing intramurals this year helped
provide students with a place to connect with one
another. It was a great way to compete, get to know
people, and have fun.
There was a plethora of sports that students were
involved in this past year. Those sports included:
Basketball, dodgeball, flag football, pool, racquetball,
soccer, softball, volleyball, table tennis, tennis, and
ultimate Frisbee. According to Olivet’s website, more
than 80 percent of Olivet’s students population was

involved with intramurals. There was a variety of wellbalanced programs for both men and women. These
teams gave the opportunity to develop relationships
while engaging in friendly competition.
One of Gouge’s favorite things about intramurals was
building relationships with his staff. He enjoyed
attending the games and watching the students
interact with one another as a family. “I also enjoy
being the one that creates an atmosphere for
students to connect with one another,” Gouge said.
Intramurals were a great way for students to get
involved, show their love of sports, and make new
friends. They were everything a sport had to offer,
but with more friendly competition against fellow
ONU students.
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Fitness Classes

T here were many fitness classes available this year at

ONU’s rec center. Fitness classes at Olivet were a
unique way to be active and also have fun while
doing it. These classes provided an environment to
build relationships and better oneself in the process.
And, the best part was, they were free! There were a
wide variety of fitness classes offered, including:
yoga, spin, Zumba, kettlebells, fitness planning, and
circuit training.
The fitness class instructors were current students or
faculty, who had a certification and a year of
experience in the classes that were being taught.
“We love what we do and get energized by those
who join the classes,” said Zumba Instructor, Taylor
Logan. The instructors were all passionate about
fitness and very dedicated to the classes that they
taught. They tried their best to make exercise a fun

activity for all students attending their class, so not only
did the students get a great work out, they also had a
great time!
Students participated in these classes because they were
designed to be stress free. “It is a good outlet to relieve
stress from school work and a great way to spend time
with your friends, and meet new ones,” said Maggie
Blake, ONU Senior. The instructors told students that it
was important to take care of their bodies so
encouraged them to take fitness classes that also
provided excitement, routine, and comradery.
Participating in one of these classes improved students'
mental and physical health. It was a stress reliever, and
the students had fun. The classes that were provided
throughout the school year were designed to be
challenging, yet provide even more fun, which they
certainly did.
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"Galatians 5:13 means to me as it
should to others, that though God
gives us free will, we must, I repeat,
must not forget that free will doesn't
mean free to do what you want, but it
means you are free to make your own
choices, but choose them wisely
because the sin of our world will
always try to influence you, but you
have to move on and become the
believer you need to be."

Braxsten Cook, Freshman

"To me, this freedom means I am not
held captive by the chains of my pain,
anger, and self righteousness. I have
the freedom to not only forgive, but to
bless those who hurt me and
to give to those who can't
give anything back."

Tristin Kimberly, Sophomore

"What this freedom means to me, is
for me to worship Jesus freely. He's
the one who blessed me with this
freedom, so I'd want to live in this
freedom, glorifying him in
all that I do."

Marcos Navarro, Senior
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"Olivet has given me the freedom to
form my own future in alignment with
God's plan for my life. There is room
for failure, but with all of the support
from my professors and classmates, I
have been placed on a trajectory to
overcome those failures and succeed
in life outside of Olivet."

Josh Dale, Junior

"The freedom that we are given is a
choice to be selfless or to be selfish. If
we choose the freedom that we are
called to live through Christ we will
understand that life is not about us
but about crucifying our flesh daily so
that we may know how to truly
serve others in love."

Karina Lopez, Senior

"Freedom can have different meanings
for each individual. After four years in
a varsity sport, freedom sounds like a
slice of heaven. In other
interpretations of freedom, it is a gift.
Freedom to love and serve each other
in this physical world is a passion of
mine that I choose to integrate this
within my morals and take it with me
even beyond graduation."

Michaela Marino, Senior
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Broadway Review

F reedom and creativity had a way of incorporating

director Jenna Tackaberry said. While watching the
show, the audience felt as if they were part of it.

themselves into theater. Olivet students had the
opportunity to show their freedom and creativity
through Broadway Revue this year. Junior director
Kelsie Davis said, “I am so thankful that Olivet provides
students with the space to exercise creative freedom.”
Through singing, dancing, and various other acts, the
cast of Broadway Revue were able to utilize their
talents and freedom of creativity. It was a challenge
that the whole cast benefited from.
This year, the show was about two siblings finding a
storybook. Some of the acts included: Agony from Into
the Woods, Zero to Hero from Hercules, Be Prepared
from Lion King, Do You Hear the People Sing? from Les
Miserables, and Audition (The Fools Who Dream) from
La La Land. “Our show emphasized the freedom that
everyone has to imagine their way into a story,” junior

Junior Cassie Thomas has been a part of Broadway
Revue every year she’s been at Olivet. Over the
years, she has gained much experience in things she
would have never have thought of doing such as
tap dancing. The choreographers and directors were
very encouraging to the cast: “The choreographer
believed in us; she and the other directors had this
way of making us feel safe. They had this undying
faith in us,” Thomas said. Performing on stage could
really push people out of their comfort zone, but the
directors’ faith and encouragement really helped the
cast feel free to express their creativity and talents.
Because of the cast’s dedication to long practices,
their willingness to come out of their comfort zone,
and the directors’ constant encouragement to
express their freedom, Broadway Revue was
successful.
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Fall Play

A n exciting event that the entire school looked

forward to in the fall semester was the fall play put
on by a group gifted and talented students. The
director of the play was Professor Cohagan, who the
students all looked up to and were honored to work
with him. The play, Thornton Wilder’s “Our Town”,
told the story of a small town of Grover’s Corners,
New Hampshire in the 1900s and centered around
the beauty of the simple, mundane life. Freshman
Noah Cambell-White, who played Mr. Charles R.
Webb, in the play said that he hoped “the
production made the audience more aware of the
extraordinary in the mundane, and how the smallest
of moments are truly beautiful”.
The passion of the cast and crew and the extensive
hard work put into creating such a wonderful
production truly payed off on stage. The cast really
tried to perfect the portrayal of the deep emotions of
the characters in order to communicate the full

effect. Freshman Sam Durnil, who very excitedly played
George Gibbs, stated “I spent many hours, not only in
rehearsal, but in my free time memorizing and
discovering everything I could about George”. Many of
the cast and crew also showed this much dedication to
their work.
To the members of the play, the best part was working
with those who they truly saw as family. The cast and
crew were all very talented, professional, and sincere in
their roles and their attitudes towards their family. For
freshman McKayla Zorn and many others, the process
of putting on this play was an incredible experience
and they felt that God had revealed to them the truths
that the play itself was trying to portray. Zorn
expressed, “I tend to look for larger than life
experiences, but God showed me that some of the
most ordinary things in life have been right in front of
me”.

179

17-12-18 23:52:31

y806851_0179_c.p1.pdf

OD job 8068510 | Size 648wX864h | page 180 | Four Color | UV: No | Submitted on: 11/14/2017 00:00 AM UTC | Generated on: 11/14/2017 04:26 AM UTC | PDF G3 v3.1.0.2 | RequestID: 2b59d38b-2f27-423f-99d9-bb1ae8733310 | SpreadID: Vb2IPV508O52Nq1r9P6KWig5 | Type: Submit | Olivet Nazarene University
Fonts used: AWPCMixage, AWPCMixageBold
Colors used: Black, F2775, White
PDC: https://sto.walsworthyearbooks.com.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/Manufacturing/2b59d38b-2f27-423f-99d9-bb1ae8733310/Vb2IPV508O52Nq1r9P6KWig5.pdc

Orpheus Variety Show

A s a very welcomed break from the stress of classes,

students were treated with a hilarious show put on by
our Orpheus Choir. After hours and hours of hard
work and creativity, the Orpheus Variety Show
featured the many talents of the choir members,
including singing, dancing, spoken word, and
comedy. We got to hear songs from Moana, Hercules,
Tarzan, Dear Evan Hansen, Grease, Hairspray, Toy
story, and much more. We even had the once and a
life time, hilarious experience of watching a performer
eat a pastry on stage for ten minutes. Behind the
scenes, there was a lot of work that went into making
the show turn out as awesome as it did, but the results
were worth it, and the choir members had fun
producing it.

Sophomore Jackson Thornhill, one of the
choreographers for the show said that “the best part
about working with this group was seeing all the
different talents you don’t get to see in the regular
choir setting.” In addition, many of the members felt
a sense of belonging and happiness that was so
fulfilling when they were up there performing on
stage. With the theme of the show being “Through
the Years,” the members hoped that each person in
the audience was able to connect with an act or a
skit. They also hoped that you enjoyed the show as
much as they enjoyed performing it, which by
listening to the continuous laughter of the audience,
they sure did.
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Orpheus Choir
I magine having the opportunity to meet three times a

week with seventy-five people you thought of as family,
praying together, sharing the good and the bad of life,
while worshiping with beautiful melodies, complex
harmonies, and lyrics that lift the praises of the Lord.
Orpheus Choir was all that and much more to the
students who had the opportunity to be a part of it this
year. “Orpheus is great because it's a place where you
can get with all your friends and be able to relax for
three times a week,” said Derek Racek, a junior who
sang second bass in the choir, “You’re around people
who you know are safe and we just have a wonderful
atmosphere, praise the Lord, and enjoy singing
together.” First soprano Melissa Rounds, also a junior,
shared her love for the community of Orpheus: “I think
becoming a family is inevitable when you're in
Orpheus.”

Through retreat, tours, game nights, and regular
dinners together, the members of this choir grew
closer as a family and stronger as musicians. “I enjoy
being around individuals who maintain such high
standards of excellence in their performance,” stated
sophomore alto Gabby Ewert. The songs that they
shared had deep and beautiful meanings embedded
not only in the lyrics, but even in the music itself. “All
of our pieces are gorgeous,” Ewert added, “And I like
what the words in the songs mean... it's good for
people to hear the word of God that you normally
don't.” The choir had a great time this year praising
the Lord in each other’s company.
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Messiah
O livet celebrated their 82nd anniversary of Handel’s

Messiah this year, which brought a lot of excitement to
campus. This oratorio, composed by George Frederic
Handel in 1741, is a beautiful set of musical pieces that
compiles Scripture in a unique way. Originally written
to last a full three hours, Olivet cut this down to the
length of a regular one and a half hour show. This
piece of passion and redemption brought together
orchestra and choir members to tell the story of the
Messiah. A large production, this was an opportunity to
involve many different members of the music
community on campus, using everyone’s strengths and
enthusiasm to glorify God’s kingdom.
Junior Orpheus member, Ryan Manes, said, “My
favorite part about being in the Messiah was probably
just being able to sing music from another time that
many people may not fully know, yet still being able to
impact them through the comforting lyrics within it.”

The Messiah was something enjoyed by both choir/
orchestra members and audience members alike.
The support for these performers by the community
and their families was shown by the large turnout at
the show, with many excited to experience the
uplifting music. The story easily drew people in and
kept the audience captivated.
Music in general was a great way to express oneself
and Messiah was no exception. While members may
not have the freedom to choose the songs they
performed, they still were given the chance to show
their passion through the pieces written by Handel.
Manes shared, “Being able to sing or play another
instrument to God’s glory was a wonderful
opportunity and one that definitely allowed me to
express who I am in Christ.” Being able to have this
expression was important to those who used music
as their creative outlet, and this show provided a
perfect chance to do so.
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Sounds of the Seasons
O n December 8th and 9th of 2017, Sounds of the

Season took place in Centennial Chapel. “Sounds of
the Season was a spectacular performance
celebrating the Christmas season and birth of our
Lord,” said sophomore performer, Chichi ObiObasi.
The show was composed of talented students who
loved music, Christmas, and Jesus. The students
worked hard practicing every day since October and
rehearsing on stage the full week before the big
show.
Some of the ensembles that participated in this
performance included: the Wind Ensemble, Orpheus
Choir, Gospel Choir, Concert Singers, Jazz Band,
Marching Band brass, Flute Choir, Harp Chamber
Ensemble, and many more. The first portion of the
show consisted of individual performances from each
of the ensembles. Right before intermission, ballet
dancers came out and performed excerpts from The

Nutcracker with the Orchestra. This was a new type of
performance for ONU’s Sounds of the Season. “It was a
great experience to have a chance to dance and
perform on stage again,” Senior Christina Long, one of
the ballet dancers, said. The eight dancers, all Olivet
students, had previous dance experience and were
required to audition for the performance. The audience
greatly enjoyed this new performance. The second half
of the show included combined orchestra and singing
pieces, giving the crowd lots of Christmas cheer from
the powerful sounds that filled the chapel.
Students, faculty, and families were invited to come to
the show. It was a great way to share the Christmas
spirit. It was also a fun way for students to get a break
from studying, since this performance was the
weekend before finals. There was so much hard work
put in by the instrumentalists, singers, and dancers,
allowing them to put on a phenomenal show that the
audience greatly enjoyed.

185

17-12-19 10:53:25

y806851_0185_c.p1.pdf

OD job 8068510 | Size 648wX864h | page 186 | Four Color | UV: No | Submitted on: 11/14/2017 00:00 AM UTC | Generated on: 11/14/2017 16:38 PM UTC | PDF G3 v3.1.0.2 | RequestID: 6eb67625-2560-4135-8e46-81f68af1c7e6 | SpreadID: 3fgssk202mthCIJHxkuXSoEC | Type: Submit | Olivet Nazarene University
Fonts used: AWPCMixage, AWPCMixageBold
Colors used: Black, F2775, White
PDC: https://sto.walsworthyearbooks.com.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/Manufacturing/6eb67625-2560-4135-8e46-81f68af1c7e6/3fgssk202mthCIJHxkuXSoEC.pdc

P roclamation G

choirs that could
as casual and lai
that found the c
God through mu
there was. Soph
“Gospel Choir is
focus as much o
don’t worry abo
creating raw, he
every song they
rehearsal or on s

Throughout the
concerts and als
platform for all s

186

17-11-14 11:14:14

y806851_0186_c.p1.pdf

OD job 8068510 | Size 648wX864h | page 187 | Four Color | UV: No | Submitted on: 11/14/2017 00:00 AM UTC | Generated on: 11/14/2017 16:38 PM UTC | PDF G3 v3.1.0.2 | RequestID: 6eb67625-2560-4135-8e46-81f68af1c7e6 | SpreadID: 3fgssk202mthCIJHxkuXSoEC | Type: Submit | Olivet Nazarene University
Fonts used: AWPCMixage, AWPCMixageBold
Colors used: Black, F2775, White
PDC: https://sto.walsworthyearbooks.com.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/Manufacturing/6eb67625-2560-4135-8e46-81f68af1c7e6/3fgssk202mthCIJHxkuXSoEC.pdc

Gospel Choir
P roclamation Gospel Choir was one of the many

choirs that could be found here at Olivet. Described
as casual and laid back, this was a group of singers
that found the connection to both each other and to
God through music, the most important connection
there was. Sophomore, Aubrey Thomson, said,
“Gospel Choir is all about expression and doesn’t
focus as much on the logistical side of music. We
don’t worry about perfection, we focus instead on
creating raw, heart-felt music.” This was apparent in
every song they sang, whether it was during a
rehearsal or on stage during a performance.
Throughout the year, gospel choir put on many
concerts and also went on tours. This gave a
platform for all singers to reach those who were

listening through music that greatly embodied what
the Gospel was truly about. Thomson said, “The lyrics
are usually quite simple and repetitive, which allows us
to lose ourselves in the lyrics. Once we get past the
lyrics, we can focus on the meaning. That is when
music becomes worship.”
Music was an outlet where creativity could be
displayed, and gospel choir was no exception. Cochaplain of gospel choir, Liana Chirkina, said, “The
freedom is in the music. Gospel music is unlike any type
of worship I have been a part of. It tells a history of
struggle and leaning on God to know that tomorrow it
gets better.” With their hearts for music and the gospel
combined, this choir proved to be a moving and
impactful group of singers who dedicated much of
their time worshiping our Creator.
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Concert Singers

Concert Singers gave students broad exposure to
music that was used throughout the music industry.
This group was a chamber choir, consisting of sixteen
to twenty singers. In order to have been a part of this
group of students, one must have had an audition,
which happened in the fall.

traveled on musical mission trips to places including
Bulgaria, Brazil, Hong Kong, South Korea, Germany,
and Switzerland. In May of 2018, the group traveled
to Paraguay to spread the gospel through musical
presence.

Throughout the Fall and Christmas season, Concert
Singers “perform everything from madrigals to
Romantic era concert literature,” said Dr. Neal
Woodruff, the director of the group. During the spring
semester, the singers typically performed jazz and
choral arrangements of contemporary and pop songs.
This allowed students to get experience with all types
of music, including all-state choir and jazz concert
selections. During the 2017-2018 school year, concert
singers performed “several concerts on campus each
semester, including Homecoming, Sounds of the
Season, and chamber ensemble concerts. We also
toured to local and regional churches to lead services,”
said Dr. Woodruff. Over the past years, the choir also

Although one might have thought that Concert
Singers was only for music majors, the
group actually consisted of a wide variety of majors.
The students that were involved in the choir
were talented, kind young men and women, who
truly had a passion for music. Sophomore Lexi
Borton described her love of Concert Singers. She
said, “I just feel really good. We all come
together beautifully, and I can feel the presence of
love and Christ when we are singing
together.” The group greatly enjoyed sharing their
love of singing in each other’s company.
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Sound Foundation
D ancing and singing paired with sparkly costumes

could not be found anywhere else but in Sound
Foundation. This show choir was a unique
experience that welcomed anybody who loved to
put on an entertaining performance with their
singing and dancing skills. Men and women alike
were encouraged to join this exciting group of
performers who had the freedom to express
themselves through music. Sophomore, Marcella
Axelrad, shared that everyone can really express
themselves with every performance. “We can be
overly expressive in our faces, moves and singing,
and that opens up the opportunity to be free and let
our true colorful personalities come out through a
wave of song and dance,” Axelrad said. With a mix of
both upbeat music and ballads, Sound

Foundation put on a concert at the end of the year to
showcase all the hard work that was put in by every
member and choreographer. Spectators could expect
to be impressed by the collection of popular songs that
were performed with a high level of enthusiasm and
passion. A couple of recognizable songs that were
performed that year were “Hallelujah” from Shrek and
“Seize the Day” from Newsies.
This fun group of performers was able to connect with
others who shared the same love for shows and show
music. While this choir in particular was still only a few
years old, the numbers continued to rise each year
with people excited to contribute their talents in the
arts. This program continued to bring people in, both
as performers and audience members.
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Flute Choir

E very Friday of the school year, Flute Choir

assembled to create beautiful music. This choir “exists
to create an opportunity for flutists all over campus
to enjoy playing flute in a small ensemble,” said
Professor Katie Nielsen. She had been playing flute
since she was eleven years old and led the flute
choir here at Olivet with great pride. Her heart
belonged to the instrument, and she wanted to
spread the love of the flute sound around campus.
The members of the Flute Choir were all kindhearted, caring people who shared the same love of
flute as Professor Nielsen. Nielsen strived to raise the
students’ playing level through the challenges of the
music studied, with a strong emphasis placed on
musicianship and ensemble work. Anyone could be
in flute choir, regardless of one’s major. There were

students all over campus that thrived in the group.
Throughout the year, they performed in the Chamber
Ensemble concert and Sounds of the Season in
December.
The only qualifications there were to participate in flute
choir was that each student must contribute musically
to the group. Everyone should know how to play the
instrument and must be fairly well versed in different
rhythms, time signatures and key signatures. There was
no audition for flute choir, so if anyone was interested
in joining, you just needed to get ahold of Professor
Katie Nielsen, the Adjunct Professor of Flute here at
ONU. It was a great opportunity for all students to get
involved and show off their musical talents.
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Orchestra
M usic was a way for people to share their talents and

build community. The University Orchestra fostered
such community while maintaining excellence in their
music. Members of the orchestra were encouraged to
build each other up and foster relationships with one
another right from the start. “You become family from
day one,” said Stephanie DiLeonardo, a senior.
“Everyone welcomes new members with open arms
and makes an effort to get to know them by name,”
she said. Dr. Woodruff, the orchestra conductor, set an
example as a Godly leader for the ensemble members
to follow. “There is absolutely no one more patient,
caring, Godly, and funny than Dr. Woodruff,” said
senior Hannah Piatek. “He is like a father figure to not
just the people in orchestra, but to the whole music
department.”

Dr. Woodruff held students to high standards for
their musical performance. “It’s amazing what the
orchestra can get accomplished in a short time
period,” said Piatek, “but it’s all thanks to our
director.” Instrumentalists only had three weeks to
prepare for a concert, and were required to spend a
significant amount of time outside of regular
rehearsals practicing their individual parts so that
they were able to put the music together in
rehearsals. Sophomore Aaron Degner shared that
students put a lot of hard work into learning and
practicing their music. “Each member is dedicated
and wants to perform to their best ability,” he said,
“Everyone is involved in utilizing their God-given
talents.” Each member of the Orchestra came
together and performed their best, making this a
successful year.
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Concert Band

O livet had three amazing concert band ensembles

that met regularly to rehearse and perform at many
concerts and events. Wind Ensemble was directed by
Dr. Neal Mcmullian, Symphonic Band was directed by
Dr. Mathew Stratton, and Concert Band was directed
by Professor Jerry Luzeneicki. Each of the three concert
bands was composed of extremely talented students
who were dedicated to music and worked hard to
produce the best sound possible. An incredible aspect
about the concert bands was that it brought together
musicians from all different majors and grade levels.
“The band brings together such a diverse group of
people, from so many different academic disciplines,
that would likely never meet if it weren't for their
shared love of music,” senior Brad Fitzgerald expressed,
“For that, I am extremely grateful.”
Involvement in the concert band took many hours of
rehearsal time both in and out of the classroom in
order to perform at the highest level possible.
Sophomore Michael Declue said, “Outside of rehearsal,
I am usually in a practice room grinding out my parts so
they will sound good with the rest of the band. It takes
a lot of work to be a part of something great.”

However, all the time spent practicing definitely paid
off, as all three of the bands were able to deliver
stellar performances at each of their concerts. The
bands performed in a combined concert in March
and other concerts throughout the semester
including the Wind Ensemble concert in April and the
Baccalaureate in May.
The directors did an amazing job of teaching and
leading the bands and their passion for music was
clearly evident in the classroom or on the podium
during performances. Many of the students had such
positive, impactful experiences with their directors
which contributed to their love for band and music.
“Dr. McMullian is one of the most passionate people I
know,” explained junior Thomas Rankin, “As a
director, teacher, and friend of the students, he gave
us a friendly environment to work in and a
hardworking one as well.” Not only could the sounds
of their instruments be heard throughout the halls of
Larsen, but their shared love for music was absolutely
contagious, and it brought many of the students and
directors closer together as a band family.
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Jazz Band

A ll genres of music were captivating, especially

when the passion of the musician could be felt. Jazz
was described as some of the most raw and soulful
music to be performed: music that came naturally
and left an impression on those who listened. It was
also an outlet to express your personal taste in
music. Sophomore, Austin Stafford said, “The
freedom to express yourself is evident through
soloing, which usually involves improvising. It's a
unique skill, but when done right can be a beautiful
expression of a player’s feelings and can show a
great amount of skill the player has.” Improvising
was what truly set jazz apart from other genres of
music. This gave musicians the chance to show their
individual style and sound, and because every
musician was so different, it made for a special
experience for both band members and audience
alike.
Olivet Jazz Band put on a jazz concert each

semester, showcasing everybody’s individual talents
and the pieces they all had been so diligently working
to be perfect. The Night of Jazz was another event,
which included the concert singers and invited guests
to enjoy a night of music and dessert. Having concerts
throughout the year helped bring about an even
bigger appreciation for jazz music within the
community. Not only did these musicians host leisurely
nights, but they also participated in competitive events
as well, such as the Elmhurst Jazz Festival.
Like any group on campus, those who participated in
jazz band became their own type of family. Stafford
shared, “My favorite part about jazz band is being able
to play a special kind of music with high class
musicians. The talent in the jazz band is amazing, and
being able to collaborate with them is a great
experience.” They all held great amounts of respect for
one another and genuinely enjoyed the friendships
made.
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Tiger Marching Band
T he Tiger Marching Band, under the direction of Dr.

Stratton, was certainly moving onward and upward
this year as they completed and performed their new
show “Onward and Upward” at home football games.
The marching band also participated in parades,
special events, basketball games, and on occasion,
large events around the country and even around the
world. The process of rehearsing and perfecting the
show took long hours of hard work and sweat, but the
results were completely worth it to have been able to
showcase their talents and God’s glory at each
performance. Senior Sarah Buffa, the Color Guard
captain said, “Performing gives me such a sense of joy.
Being the main visual aid for the band, we as Color
Guard have a huge role in portraying our show to the
viewing audience.”
Throughout the band, there was a huge sense of pride
for what they did and what they accomplished in
God’s name. For many of the members, the band
meant family. “I see God creating a community within
the band that is loving and caring.

We all have an understanding that the goal is to
make music – and make it well – but make it for the
Lord. The show is secondary to our family,” said
Drum Major, senior Colleen Harris. In addition, the
band shared many wonderful and memorable
moments together which made the season all the
more enjoyable. They participated in the talent
show, sponge dodge ball, worship night, and lots of
section bonding. They were able to grow closer and
closer as a family as they pushed toward one
common goal.
At the end of every practice the band chanted
together: “#Family #FortheLord #Fantastic, ONU
Band!” These hashtags meant a lot to each member
and helped bring the band together. Sophomore
McKenzie Beers said that the #FortheLord meant
something especially special to her. Beers said, “I
want to praise God with every note that I play and
step that I take. Each performance, for me, is a small
reminder of the freedom I have found in Christ.”
Each member was glad to be a part of something so
#fantastic and hoped that the audience enjoyed
what they had to offer.
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Spring Musical

I nto the Woods was the widely popular spring

that couldn’t see her worth, and in this moment she
musical production put on by Olivetians and directed goes from this scared, abused little girl to a woman
who recognizes her worth for the first time.” From the
by Professor Cohagan. The play consisted of many
adrenaline that came with the curtain being drawn, to
connected story lines of fairytales, one being about
the first scene being played out, to watching the
the childless baker and his wife and how they tried
audience react to the the production was what kept
to reverse the curse that prevented them from
the fuel going through all those days.
having a child. Ultimately the musical showcased
how the characters’ choices developed
Kresge was filled with excited students, staff and family
consequences that affected everyone. Sophomore,
members to witness the awesome production the
Jackson Thornhill who played the part of the Baker
students brought. Senior Sarah Zornes said “I went to
explained opening night as very exciting and nerveracking, yet he enjoyed every moment of it and said see this musical because I have had the opportunity to
“I was really happy to be back on stage doing what I see this musical at both high schools that I went to! My
mom and sisters actually came up and we saw the
love and I couldn’t wait to start the show as the
musical together! It was an amazing performance
anticipation was killing me! When the curtains
everyone involved did a fantastic job!” Putting on a
opened and the lights came up, I wasn’t Jackson
production required dedication and the willingness to
anymore, I became my character, the Baker.” Many
put yourself out there no matter how hard it may have
of the actors expressed how transformational the
been. With the many elements and talents involved
experience of being on stage and becoming one
from choreography to the Orchestra, sounds and light
with the character they represented was. Junior,
Emily Yantes who played Cinderella said, “Cinderella to the costume and stage crew, the production itself
goes through this incredible, refining journey of self- was a a direct product of all their hard work. Junior
Cassie Appleton said “I would say that they have done
discovery, and she turns out to be one of the
a beautifully incredible job of bringing story to life
toughest and most resilient characters in the story.
through Into the Woods. I know firsthand how
She’s a survivor. I think one of the most powerful
demanding theater can be, but the final product is
moments in the show is in Act II when she has the
always worth it.” ONU Theater brought so many
courage to walk away from the Prince, who has
people together to enjoy many nights of fun, laughter
been unfaithful to her, leaving her life of royalty
behind. She has always been surrounded by people and tears.
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Worship Bands
Serving God through worship—what better way to
connect with the community and praise God at the
same time. Olivet’s worship bands included The
Narrow, City on a Hill, and At the Well. The Narrow
was a ministry team that traveled to different churches,
youth camps, and retreats to lead worship. The group
traveled during the summer and school year. Senior
Morgan Shride said, “More than just worship leading,
we go to these churches, camps, and events with the
intention of investing in and serving the people we
come in contact with, whether that means jumping in
a mud pit at camp, helping a youth pastor out with an
activity, or praying with a student.” This worship band
did much more than just lead worship.
Another one of Olivet’s worship bands was A City on a
Hill. This ministry had similar goals as The Narrow. This
group also traveled to summer camps, churches, and
retreats to lead worship with the community. “My
favorite part of A City on a Hill is building relationships

with the campers,” Senior Isaac Dillman stated. As
great as worshiping our Lord is, He also wants us to
build relationships with others, which was exactly
what A City on a Hill did. Traveling to these camps
was also a great way to promote Olivet to possible
future students. The campers were able to meet
Olivet students and see what Olivet does with and
for the community.
The third worship band was At the Well which also
traveled to various camps and churches throughout
the year. Sophomore Kassidy Hewett said, “We get to
go to church camps and hang out with teens for
weeks at a time, and it’s so fun to see how they
progress in their faith in just a few days’ time.” At the
Well traveled everywhere from Michigan to Indiana
to Wisconsin to worship with different communities.
All three of these worship bands built new
relationships and spread God’s word though
worship.
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"To me, this freedom means that I can
choose how to live in order to glorify
God. I can use this freedom to carry
out His plan for my life."

Rachel Besse, Freshman

"God has cultivated freedom by
allowing me to serve my friends,
colleagues, and family by coming
alongside visions. Freedom in my life
means that I'm able to activate the
dreams God has place on my heart
and others I cross paths with."

Demetri Morris, Sophomore

"This freedom for me is how I should
live fully in God and his love, and
when I do I will be free from the
world. This freedom is the freedom to
love as God loves, and share that love
as He desires us to do."

Caleb Lingle, Senior
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"I have the opportunity to mimic the
actions of Christ by loving and
sacrificing for others similarly to the
ways in which He has so graciously
loved and sacrificed for me. It means
that instead of focusing all of my
attention of what can benefit me in
my life, I want to constantly be in
search of ways that I can be a
reflection of Christ unto the lives of
others so we may all share in the hope
and true joy that His glory brings us."
Karissa Harrell, Junior

"The freedom described in the
passage, to me, means that God has
given us freedom from the sinful act of
selfishness and only wanting to please
ourselves. Now, that selfishness has
been replaced with the desire to love
others by using the time, energy, and
resources we have been given to pour
into their lives instead of just satisfying
our own wants and needs."

Joshua Woodard, Junior

"What this freedom means to me can
be summarized with a quote by Pat
Allen: "We owe it to the world to be as
alive as we can, to give what is unique
in us to give." I am fortunate enough
to have the freedom to choose what I
want to do with my life, so I want to
be able to use it to help others gain
freedom from their own struggles."

Bianca Valencia, Senior
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"True freedom, is living in accordance
with the Creator and desiring what
the Spirit desires. Since the desire of
the Spirit is contrary to that of the
flesh, when we live fully into the Spirit
of God, we are then able to freely do
what the Spirit desires, and to me,
that is complete freedom."

Sierra Bruner, Sophomore

"We were given the freedom to
choose. God doesn't force us to love
others, but in the process of loving
Him we can't do anything else. This is
something that I'm learning right
now. Choosing to draw closer to Him
means that the obstacles that hinder
love, like my impatience, slowly fade
away as I become more like Christ.
This transformation not only benefits
me, but my roommates, family, and all
the people I will potentially meet as I
pursue my calling."

Devin Kirkland, Senior

"This freedom that is talked about is
the freedom of serving the Lord
without any persecution from others,
or punishment. This resonates with
me because I love doing mission work
and without this freedom, I would not
be able to go on mission trips and
help people who need it most.
Freedom to me means I have the
capability to change someone’s life
with my words and actions that,
without God, would be impossible."

Aaron Newsome, Sophomore
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"I believe that freedom is grace which
replaces law. This means in my life, I
have the freedom to choose whether
to follow God's commands out of love
and reverence to his and his son
sacrifice on the cross. Christ on the
cross reduce the law to just to
commands one love God with all your
heart and to love each other as you
love yourself. How do I do this? By
being kind, forgiving, sharing with
others, and caring about them as well."

Diara Black, Junior

"The really cool thing about being a
Christian is that through Christ we are
completely free, which is a huge
comfort in so many ways."

Erin Meyers, Senior

"Because of what Jesus did for me on
the cross, and the freedom that he
gives, I can live without fear and love
those around me. No matter what I or
someone else is going through, in
Christ I will love them the way he
desires me to!”

Zach Thorp, Junior
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To My Fellow Seniors,
As numerous as the stars we see in the blackened sky,
They illuminate the night with their vibrant glow.
Fulfilling their purpose, ordained from the beginning
And so are we to do as well.
Our dreams,
As many as the stars we see
Our goals,
Coupled with ambition
And now,
We are invited into a new era of being.
To intentionally pursue the heart of God,
To have our callings emblazoned in our own,
To love with out regard, abounding in grace and courage,
To see beyond the limitations, to dream along with others,
To shout about His Glory from the mountain tops,
To shine bright amongst the dark,
To leave this earth with our fingerprints marked with love.
Dear Class of 2018,
Do not let troubles unnerve you, He enables you.
Do not let your fears control you, He lives in you.
We are the class that envisions,
We are a class that exemplifies.
Congratulations, we have made it!
- Katie Obi Obasi -
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Andrew Aardema
Engineering

Linda Aguilar
Music Ministry

Alexis Aguilera
Business Adm &
Mrketing

Sarah Albertson
Psychology

Kaleigh Allen
Social Work

Kaitlyn Altmann
Corporate
Communication

Jazman Alvarez
Physical Science

Jaclyn Andersen
Elementary Education

Lauren Anderson
Christian Education

Taylor Anderson
Athletic Training

Callie Archer
Elementary Education

Natalie Armstrong
Exercise Science

Jacob Arnold
Ministerial Missions

Liliana Arroyo
Music

Olawunmi Babalola
Information Systems

Felicia Baer
Biology

Brandon Baker
Accounting

Kara Barkman
Criminal Justice

Brandon Barrows
Youth Ministry

Vincent Basile
Music Composition

David Beckberger
Engineering

Alexa Beezhold
Interior Design

Trisha Belgrave
Nursing

Emily Belschner
Child Development
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Jatupat Benjasiriroj
Engineering

Charles Bennett
Zoology

Brittany Bergstrand
Business
Administration

Kathleen Berns
Nursing

Sabrina Berry
Fashion
Merchandising

Margaret Blake
Social Work

Tyler Bogaard
Engineering

Lucas Bolt
Nursing

John Bopp
Christian Education

Taylor Bordewick
Nursing

Allison Borop
Business
Administration

Austin Borop
Computer Science

Joshua Bouma
Economics-Finance

Caleb Bower
Communication
Studies

Ryan Brodien
Economics-Finance

Sydney Brookshire
Biology

Gabrielle Brosnan
Nursing

Anne Brown
Zoology

Jacob Brown
Business
Administration

Kaylee Brown
Dietetics

Madison Brown
Nursing

Sarah Buffa
Art

Haley Buhler
Child Development

Ryan Burch
Chemistry

Zane Burtron
Special Education

Morgan Byers
Art

Jenna Cain
Chemistry

Jacob Camp
Engineering

Nicholas Campe
Marketing

Christine Cano
Engineering
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Madison Castle
Engineering

Ryan Champlin
Computer Science

Ambree Chaplinski
Political Science

Meghan Chaussey
Family and Consumer
Science

Kirstin Childs
Multimedia
Communication

Liana Chirkina
Political Science

Alena Christopherson
Elementary Education

Jewel Chunn
Art

Adam Clark
Economics-Finance

Taylor Coble
Engineering

Tristan Coghill
Business
Administration

Vanessa Cohn
Elementary Education

Sarah Collalti
Nursing

Danielle Conrad
Geology

Anna Cook
Intercultural Studies

Mikaela Coose
Engineering

Hannah Covert
Marketing

Kathryn Cox
PR & Strategic
Communication

Hannah Craig
Multimedia
Communication

Jonathan Cramer
Exercise Science

Lauren Crawford
Nursing

Molly Crawley
Math Education

Brandon Crockett
Engineering

Emily Crum
Math Education

Aaron Cunningham
Criminal Justice

Rebekah Curtin
Social Work

Kelsey Curwick
Corporate
Communication

Jonathan D'avello
Engineering

Alexander Davis
Information Systems

Trinity Davis
Criminal Justice
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Hannah Dayhoff
Nursing

Rachael De Graff
Social Work

Joel Dearmond
Actuarial Science

Caylee Deaton
Exercise Science

Leandra Decatoria
Music

Chase Demott
Youth Ministry

Taylre Devine
Nursing

Stephanie Dileonardo
Business
Administration

Thomas Dinkleman
Graphic Design

Sarah Dirkse
Elementary Education

Amanda Doherty
Nursing

Erin Doherty
Psychology

Hayley Dorman
Biology

Jenna Edington
Family/Consumer Sci
Educ

Ashlee Ekhoff
Social Work

Rebecca Eller
Elementary Education

Blake Elmer
Engineering

Corey Elrod
Accounting

Carissa Engelsman
Sport Management

Ana Escobar-Ruiz
Criminal Justice

Sarah Eslinger
Zoology

John Falco
Computer Science

Erin Farley
Psychology

Thomas Farmer
Pastoral Ministry

Jorge Felix
Computer Science

Nicole Feltz
Art

Destinee Ferguson
PR & Strategic
Communication

Bradley Fitzgerald
Engineering

Bryan Fladseth
Music

Travis Fleetwood
Sport Management

17-12-18 23:52:31

219

y806851_0219_c.p1.pdf

OD job 8068510 | Size 648wX864h | page 220 | Four Color | UV: No | Submitted on: 12/19/2017 00:00 AM UTC | Generated on: 12/19/2017 05:17 AM UTC | PDF G3 v3.1.0.2 | RequestID: fbb7b244-ebad-4312-ba21-10bdf8a751db | SpreadID: 9w0677U0Ln1kkPk2j43iR7o3 | Type: Submit | Olivet Nazarene University
Fonts used: AWPCMixage, AWPCMixageBold
Colors used: Black
PDC: https://sto.walsworthyearbooks.com.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/Manufacturing/fbb7b244-ebad-4312-ba21-10bdf8a751db/9w0677U0Ln1kkPk2j43iR7o3.pdc

Sabrina Flemming
Interior Design

Micah Forshee
Biology

Megan Fort
Social Work

Rachel Fosdal
Dietetics

Sarah Fosnaugh
Social Work

Taylor Foulks
Geology

Gabriella Fowler
Exercise Science

Hannah Francis
Social Science Ed

Rachel Frank
Nursing

Trevor Franklin
Business
Administration

Kassidi Franzen
Social Work

Tyler Gabriele
Engineering

Dominick Gasperini
Multimedia Comm

Katherine Gibson
Psychology

Daria Gielczynski
Zoology

Jessica Gignac
Nursing

Jailyn Gilmore
Exercise Science

Scott Godsey
Youth Ministry

Haley Goodwin
Social Science Ed

Nichole Goumas
Elementary Education

Jessica Grimmett
Social Work

Rachel Grimmett
Marketing

Brian Gross
Actuarial Science

Christina Grosz
Math Education

Sandra Guerrero
Elementary Education

Avery Gutwein
Social Work

Caitlin Hacker
Corporate
Communication

Sara Hajduk
English

Erica Hall
Criminal Justice

Meggie Hall
Nursing
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Brittany Hanenburg
Management Infor

Kyle Hardy
Economics-Finance

Alexandra Harris
Accounting

Colleen Harris
Social Work

Sydney Harris
Economics-Finance

David Hathaway
Mathematics

Lucy Hauser
Music Performance

Rachel Haworth
Nursing

John Hayes
Recreation, Sport, and
Fit

Kayla Hedgren
Intercult Studies &
Spanish

Jessica Hemmer
Nursing

Brandon Hendrex
Business
Administration

Jonathan Hentschel
Sport Management

Lindsy Hentschel
PR & Strategic Comm

Nathan Hess
Criminal Justice

Isaac Hibdon
Art

Aaron Hinsen
Youth Ministry

Elizabeth Hissom
Biology

Emily Hiter
Special Education

Julie Hogan
Corporate
Communication & PR

Nichole Hollis
General Studies

Melissa Homman
Art

Jordan Houser
Engineering

Timothy Hubbard
Special Education

Faith Huckabee
Nursing

Mikayla Hughes
Nursing

Heather Hull
Social Work

Rebecca Hunt
Multimedia Comm
Journal

Dakota Hunter
Philosophy & Religion

Lauren Imhoff
Christian Education
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Derek Iwema
Zoology

Brandon Jackson
Information Systems

Jennifer Jackson
Elementary Education

Sarah Jakubowski
Business
Administration

Jenna Jeske
Business
Administration

Shannon Jirik
Communication
Studies

Heather Johnson
Music Education

Stephen Johnson
Engineering

Hannah Jones
Youth Ministry

Sarah Jones
Elementary Education

Morgan Judson
Biology

Luke Jungermann
English

Andrew Kallas
Communication
Studies

Michaela Kane
Nursing

Callie Kant
Marketing

Allie Karras
Social Work

Caleb Kauth
Engineering

Hayden Keifer
PR & Strategic
Communication

Andrew Kelly
Multimedia
Communication

Hannah Kelly
Accounting & Finance

Vladislav Khoroletc
Business
Administration

Cody Kinstner
Engineering

Rachel Kirby
Special Education

Devin Kirkland
Psychology

Sara Kitchen
Criminal Justice &
Psychology

Andrew Kline
Christian Ed &
Actuarial Science

Felicia Klingenberg
Sociology & Criminal
Justice

Jared Kok
Business Admin &
Accounting

Nathan Kraiss
Management
Informatics

Joey Kronewitter
Accounting

17-12-18 23:52:31

y806851_0222_c.p1.pdf

OD job 8068510 | Size 648wX864h | page 223 | Four Color | UV: No | Submitted on: 12/19/2017 00:00 AM UTC | Generated on: 12/19/2017 05:17 AM UTC | PDF G3 v3.1.0.2 | RequestID: 6ca64d0f-ed6e-4d97-a2f0-d6f8b0cc95dc | SpreadID: eu7svq58T7nPP9pHaZ7OA31M | Type: Submit | Olivet Nazarene University
Fonts used: AWPCMixage, AWPCMixageBold
Colors used: Black
PDC: https://sto.walsworthyearbooks.com.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/Manufacturing/6ca64d0f-ed6e-4d97-a2f0-d6f8b0cc95dc/eu7svq58T7nPP9pHaZ7OA31M.pdc

Elizabeth Krumsieg
Math Education

Anneliese
Kuechenberg
Exercise Science

Robert Kuhn
Philosophy-Religion

Daniel Kurz
Marketing

Leah Lagestee
Graphic Design

Nathan Lain
Music Composition

Kellen Lake
Engineering

Natalie Lang
Business
Administration

Connie Lapinski
Elementary Education

Rachel Lebeau
Art

Ashley Ledbetter
Social Work

Emily Ledford
Biology

Kaley Ledford
Engineering

Chandler Lefever
Marketing

Kendra Leimbach
Nursing

Drew Leman
Youth Ministry

Victoria Lemke
Engineering

Marissa Lester
Biology

Monica Lewis
Music Education

Nicholas Lewis
Zoology

Sierra Lewis
Criminal Justice

Ciara Lindgren
Fashion
Merchandising

Catherine Lindquist
Engineering

Elise Lingenfield
Engineering

Caleb Lingle
Engineering

Mitchell Lockwood
Business
Administration

Christina Long
Dietetics

Abigail Loughran
Psychology

Bethany Luchtenburg
Child Development

Jacob Ludy
Accounting
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Morgan Luhman
Biology

Jonathan Magry
Political Science &
History

Lizbeth Mancilla
Social Work

Danielle Maranion
Psychology

Tess Marcordes
Exercise Science

Michaela Marino
Biology

Brittany Marquardt
Nursing

Austin Martin
Computer Science

Cassidy Martin
Business
Administration

Colton Martin
Engineering

Lana Mattice
Multimedia
Communication

Katherine Maurer
Math Education

Kathryn Maurer
English

Camrie Maxon
Engineering

Collin Maxon
Engineering

Catherine Mazur
Nursing

Karissa Mcbride
Sport Management

Quincie Mccalla
Marketing

Shannon Mclaughlin
Zoology

Morgan Mcmullen
Child Development

Michael Mcnamara
Biology

Mackenzie Mehaffey
Communication
Studies

Jill Meier
Public Policy

Stephanie Melchor
Criminal Justice

Matthew Meldrum
Youth Ministry

Bethany Metzler
Chemistry

Erin Meyers
Marketing

Katherine Miller
Psychology

Madeline Miller
Business Admin &
Marketing

Rebecca Miller
Marketing
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Elizabeth Miner
Social Work

Kurtis Minton
Engineering

Mattheus Mitchel
Political Science

Kevin Montes
Computer Science

Dakota Moon
Business
Administration

Sarah Moon
Child Development

Callen Moore
Business
Administration

Hope Morris
English

Michaela Morris
Business
Administration

Cailey Myers
Political Science

Elisabeth Myzia
Psychology

Ethan Nelsen
Art

Aliece Nielson
Religion

Alyssa Nordmeyer
Exercise Science

Steven Nowinski
PR & Strategic
Communication

Madison Nelson
Engineering

Paige Nesemeier
Carrie Nicodemus
Elementary Education Marketing & Business
Administration

Priscila Nuez
Sport Management

Lauren Nygaard
Nursing

Kayla O'donohue
Actuarial Science

Megan O'rourke
Nursing

Samuel Oberholz
Pastoral Ministry

Katie Obi Obasi
Psychology

Hannah Ondrey
Exercise Science

Cassandra Owens
Nursing

Karla Palencia
General Studies

Geena Paoli
Nursing

Noel Parcel
Criminal Justice

Caleb Parker
Economics-Finance
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Emily Parker
Science Education

Abigail Pattara
Nursing

Sophia Paulose
Political Science &
Criminal Justice

Marriah Peebles
Geography

Samantha Pepper
Music Ministry

Olivia Perea
Nursing

Jacklyn Perez
Nursing

Amanda Peterson
Social Work

Kristofer Phelan
Pastoral Ministry

Jeffrey Phillips
Criminal Justice

Hannah Piatek
Music Education

Kristena Poll
Marketing

Phillip Putney
Engineering

Courtney Pych
Nursing

Genevieve Quell
Multimedia
Communication

Chad Radford
Psychology and
Religion

Emily Raduns
Social Work

Diana Raines
Multimedia
Communication

Andrew Ramirez
Economics-Finance

Jazmin Rangel
Corporate
Communication

Kelsey Rasmussen
Early Childhood
Education

Nicholas Rasmussen
Art

Hannah Rattin
Special Education

Francesca Rebesco
Business
Administration

Jacob Rechsteiner
Economics-Finance

Jake Reeverts
Athletic Training

Ericka Renollet
Social Work

Nicholas Reynolds
Pastoral Ministry

Zachary Reynolds
Business
Administration

Jacqulynn Rhea
Music Education
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Jennifer Rhoades
Spanish Education

Chelsea Rhodes
Child Development

Kayla Richardson
Business
Administration

Stephen Richardson
Marketing

Haelii Richey
Psychology

Brandon Riedel
Athletic Training

Cienna Riemersma
Christian Education

Samuel Riggenbach
Marketing

Jessiemarie Ritz
Criminal Justice

Seth Rivett
Computer Science

Nicolette Roache
Nursing

Jeslyn Roat
Social Work

Brianna Rose
Art Education

Jarrett Roskey
Multimedia
Communication

Chesley Rowlett
Chemistry

Jonathan Ruby
Science Education

Olivia Ruhberg
Biology

Emily Rull
Engineering

Morgan Runge
Nursing

Nicole Sanservino
Special Education

Crystal Sauder
Zoology

Katherine Saunders
Nursing

Victoria Schaefer
Early Childhood
Education

Justin Schafer
Engineering

Josie Schaver
Business
Administration

Annah Schick
Business
Administration

Bennet
Schimmelpfennig
Political Science

Brittnay Schmid
Computer Science

Maggie Schmidt
Engineering

Rachel Schramm
PR & Strategic
Communication
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Nichole Schuitema
Social Work

Brody Schweigert
Engineering

Ashley Seay
Psychology

Valerie Seehafer
Anamar Serrano
International Business Family and Consumer
Science

Katelyn Shaw
Biology & Psychology

Zachary Shelden
Economics-Finance

Hannah Shiner
Art

Weston Shipman
Engineering

Morgan Shride
Business
Administration

Breanna Sikes
Elementary Education

Amarii Sims
Criminal Justice

Brianna Skelton
Elementary Education

Shelby Small
Biology

Kyle Smeltzer
Economics-Finance

Abigail Smith
Social Work

Anna Smith
Nursing

Austin Smith
Business
Administration

Benjamin Smith
Pastoral Ministry

Emily Smith
Zoology

Kaleb Smith
Biology

Timothy Smith
Youth Ministry

Alyssa Snodsmith
Social Work

Bradley Soendlin
Christian Education

Lauren Soller
Zoology

Reed Smith
Regan Smith
Biology & Psychology Elementary Education

Kurt Son
Marketing
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Celia Southerland
Nursing

James Southerland
Accounting

David Spear
Youth Ministry

Matthew Spear
Youth Ministry

Trevor Speer
Christian Education

Shyanne Spence
Engineering

Olivia Sproul
Elementary Education

Marena Stair
Child Develo &
Christian Edu

Eric Steffen
Religion

Katrina Stevens
Family and Consumer
Science

Philip Steward
Interior Design

Kyce Stewart
Youth Ministry

Austin Stillman
Economics-Finance

Cassandra Stokes
Zoology

Jessica Stone
Nursing

Corinne Stout
Political Science

James Strid
Youth Ministry

Sarah Struck
Elementary Education

Aaron Sutton
Business
Administration

Todd Suttor
Engineering

Jill Sylvester
Elementary Education

Kelsey Tachick
Zoology

Honomi Takizawa
Zoology

Jessica Tarchala
Nursing

Ryan Thompson
Engineering

Zackary Thorson
Physical Education

Parker Tibbs
Engineering

Debora Timmer
Business
Administration

Jacquelynn
Timmerman
Psychology

Alexis Trevino
Psychology
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Jacob Tripp
Youth Ministry

India Tuff
Criminal Justice

Shannon Vandebunte Kimberly Vanderploeg
English
Biology

Patricia Umoren
Exercise Science

Bianca Nicole Valencia Amanda Van Houten
Art
Chemistry

Jenna Vance
Christian Education

Leah Vanderwall
Fashion

Jacob Vangore
Computer Science

Carlie Vannatta
Special Education

Emily Veach
Chemistry

Benjamin Vertin
Accounting Finance &
Bus Admin

Daniel Villagomez
Information Systems

Cameron Walker
Political Science

Bredt Warden
Zoology

Michael Warner
Business
Administration

Gabrielle Weitzel
Elementary Education

Sarah White
Nursing

Shaelynn White
Exercise Science

Elizabeth Willford
Exercise Science

Bryann Williams
Social Work

Hannah Williams
Christian Education

Rebecca Williams
Corporate
Communication

Jayna Williamson
Marketing

Connor Willis
Engineering

Samuel Wilner
Engineering

Jenelle Wilson
Nursing

Noah Wilson
Athletic Training

Seth Wilson
Engineering
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Marcus Winters
Pastoral Ministry

Alaina Wittrock
Psychology

Summer Wooden
Engineering

Staci Woolley
Environmental Science

Logan Wright
Biology

Reise Wyatt
Child Development

Lindsay Wyld
Business
Administration

Carissa Young
Fashion
Merchandising

Jessica Young
Children's Ministry

Allison Zalinski
Exercise Science

Jonathan Zatorski
Chemistry & Biology

Brianna Zehr
Recreation, Sport, and
Fit

Raegan Zelaya
Psychology

Jasmine Zenobia
Spanish

Sarah Zornes
Nursing

Rachel Zwartz
Nursing
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"The sacrifice that Jesus made on the cross set us free and emptied out
so much grace and love to our world. Because He died and rose again,
we have this grace that has set us free from sin so that we can live a life
freely in Christ; to honor God and be obedient to Him. Freedom in Christ
allows us to love others unconditionally and build relationships with one
another, furthering God’s kingdom. I believe when we humble ourselves
and go out to serve others, putting their needs before our own with
love, we are living out the freedom Christ gave us. God has poured out
so much love into us, and we have been given an amazing opportunity
to share that same love with others.”

Sam Lopez, Junior
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Zachary Ackerman
Alyssa Adams
Elisabeth Adamson
Alphania Ambrose
Alexis Anderson
Konnor Anderson

Amber Andrews
Carolina Archer
Zachary Bachman
Hannah Bacon
Brooke Bahr
Grant Bailey

Kristen Baker
Devin Battice
Laura Bechtel
Emily Becker
Allison Beecher
Riley Behney

Brandon Bell
Anna Belschner
Teagan Bencsics
Aaron Benda
Andrew Bender
Daniel Bennett

Helen Berdebes
Austin Berns
Cecily Best
Diara Black
Kyla Bledsoe
Meghan Bloom
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Noah Blunier
Wyatt Bol
Jonathan
Bornemann
Troy Borruso
Ryley Bowen
Alissa Braschler

Michael Brezinski
Adam Brickner
Austin Brown
Jacqueline Brown
Brenden Buhro
Kayla Bulthuis

Alvy Butler
Kyle Butler
Bethany Bysina
Charles Camp
Ryan Campbell
Tyler Cannon

Clarissa Cano
Jessica Carara
Alyssa Carl
Margaret Carnahan
James Carr
Emily Carstens

Denise Casali
Kaylee Cavanah
Luke Cavender
Abigail Chamberlin
Stephanie Chapman
Maricruz ChavezZepeda

Kevin Cheney
Anna Chennault
Zachariah Chism
Jacob Clark
Katherine Clark
Levi Clark
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Davis Clay
Kelly Clendening
Julieta Cline
Abigail Colbert
Mckenna Conforti
Rachel Conner

Taylor Conroy
Austin Cox
Jennifer Cox
Laura Cox
Zachary Craig
Ryan Crawley

Abigail Curulewski
Abigail Curulewski
Christina Cusumano
Joshua Dale
Evan Dandurand
Micah Dascenzo

Alexandria Davis
Andrew Davis
Danielle Davis
Kelsie Davis
Kylie Davis
Tyler Davis

Curtis Dayton
Jovan De Deni
Ben De Young
Daniel Debord
Jordan Defries
Rachel Degrane

Taylor Delbridge
Nikelle Delgado
Noah Dellamater
Evan Dexter
Alexander Deyoung
Jennifer Doran
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Nathan Downey
Katherine Druse
Keely Dugan
Sara Duncan
Colton Ebbens
Stephanie Eby

David Ellis
Matthew Ellis
Christina Elwood
Alyssa Engel
Stephen Erutti
Alex Ewalt

Hannah Ewoldt
Kelsey Feldner
Elise Fetzer
Josie Fickes
Kaitlin Finnerty
Abby Fischer

Bailey Fleming
Caitlin Fletcher
Jacob Flynn
Jasmin Folkers
Amber Forbes
Bethany Forbes

Maria Forbes
Victoria Fox
Alyssa Franklin
Andrew Franklin
John Franklin
Jessica Frazier

Brett Freeman
Alexander Freytes
Melissa Galbraith
Kelly Garcia
Elisabeth Garratt
Jenna George
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Phillip Glover
Makenzie Gonzales
Kyle Gorman
Tyler Goscha
Jose Granados
Dontinique Green

Michael Grimm
Madeline Griwac
Brandon Grossi
Johnathan
Grosvenor
Sarai Guerrero
Grant Guimond

Erin Gurley
Kathryn Guzman
Abigail Haaksma
Stephanie Habel
Logan Haessig
Robert Hall

Jacob Hamachek
Katherine Hamel
Christian Hamilton
Katherine Harnisch
Matthew Harnisch
Karissa Harrell

Dariyan Harris
Frenz Joshua Hayag
Tony Hazel
Bradley Hazelwood
Cody Heaton
Tyler Hedrick

Jacob Heidenreich
Emily Henderson
Nicholas Hernandez
Grace Higgins
Jacob Hildebrandt
Jacob Hill
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Christian Hocquard
Gabriele Hodge
Ashley Hodges
William Hohn
Stephanie Holbrook
Caleb Holcomb

Chloe Homco
Rachel Howell
Briana Hoydn
Rachel Hughes
Mia Hurst
Michael Hyde

Miles Hyde
Morgan Ice
Alexandria Imming
Elizabeth Jackson
Shelby Jackson
Diana Jacob

Brandon Jaynes
Shelby Jensen
Calan Johnson
Christy Johnson
Nessly Johnson
Sarah Johnson

Soren Johnson
Sydney Johnson
Taylor Johnson
Joshua Johnston
Ashley Jones
Shirlinda Jones

Joseph Jorgensen
Tabitha Joyner
Alika Kahaulelio
Ashley Kamholz
Taylor Kanofsky
Nathan Karsten
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Patrico Kemp
Jessica Kennedy
Erin Kenney
Jessica Kilbride
Nathan King
Samantha Kirstein

Alexis Kissee
Samuel Klauba
Zachary Klippert
Kaitlin Kober
Isabella Koenig
David Kok

Ryan Krohne
Cory Kucey
Ian Kumpula
Daniel Kuruvilla
Thomas Lambrecht
Benjamin Lavin

Jessica Learned
Mason Lemay
Connor Letts
Michael Lewis
Camden Lindell
Kristin Lindeman

Taylor Lindsay
Tatiana Long
Misael Lopez
Samantha Lopez
Jackson Loudermilk
Winsome Maddock

James Manes
Taylor Manley
Andrew Mann
Kenrick Manswell
Raymond Marquez
Austen Marshall
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Rudy Marshall
Brendan Mason
Joseph Matrisciano
Tabitha Mattox
Alisa Maxwell
Cordell May

Donaven Mayer
Timothy Mayotte
Hannah Mccall
Jordan Mccool
Sydney Mccright
Meghan Mcgowan

Shannon Mcgowan
Kyle Mcnamara
Nicole Medina
Meghan Meiner
Kristi Melia
Micah Melton

Jacquelyn Merki
Alexis Mickelson
Faith Miller
Jamie Miller
Jensina Miller
Mia Miller

Alicia Milton
Connor Mix
Lauren Mohler
Kaylie Moritz
Megan Morris
Madison Morrison

Nicholas Munao
Ashley Nagel
Matthew Neal
Melissa Nettgen
Tabatha Newforth
Mckenzie Nibert
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Samuel Nichols
Jacob Norton
Brooklynne Ogden
Sarah Ortman
Chelsea Pacholski
Devin Pardew

Sarah Parkison
Olivia Parks
Carlie Parpart
Lindsay Parpart
Olivia Parrott
Emma Peebles

Eunice Perez
Hailee Perkins
Lauren Persinger
Kenneth Peters
Makaila Peters
Lucas Peterson

Madison Pettet
Brian Pfaff
Tanner Philipps
Jenna Philson
Megan Pichaske
Melissa Pickett

Rebecca Plomero
Nicole Pope
Suzanna Postma
Jaycie Prindle
Emily Prium
Zackary Pruim

Derek Racek
David Raeburn
Jacob Ragains
Eugene Rankin
Thomas Rankin
Gregory Redwinski
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Briana Reist
Stephanie Renner
Daniel Reyes
Carter Richardson
John Richardson
Joseph Richter

Nicholle Riley
Jezri Rinehart
Abigail Rister
Susanna Ritter
Emily Roat
William Roberts

Cody Robinson
Minchette Robinson
Amanda Roche
Grant Ross
Melissa Rounds
Michalah Rumbold

Lauren Sanchez
Erica Sandtorv
Joshua Schien
Jessica Schmidt
Grace Schwegel
Lindsay Scott

Ryan Serpe
Erin Shamber
Olivia Shank
Elizabeth Sherwood
Kayla Siemers
Mattison Sills

Zachary Simmonds
Joshua Skinner
Victoria Skrebunas
Allison Slagle
Baron Slatton
April Smith

242

17-12-18 18:14:30

y806851_0242_c.p1.pdf

OD job 8068510 | Size 648wX864h | page 243 | Four Color | UV: No | Submitted on: 12/18/2017 00:00 AM UTC | Generated on: 12/18/2017 23:23 PM UTC | PDF G3 v3.1.0.2 | RequestID: 6651f9b4-9b28-4120-9fb5-908e40888288 | SpreadID: Eutm9LoJ4aS8iGrVwF04DL60 | Type: Submit | Olivet Nazarene University
Fonts used: AWPCMixage, AWPCMixageBold
Colors used: Black
PDC: https://sto.walsworthyearbooks.com.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/Manufacturing/6651f9b4-9b28-4120-9fb5-908e40888288/Eutm9LoJ4aS8iGrVwF04DL60.pdc

Jennifer Smith
Kayla Smock
Danielle Snuckel
Holly Spencer
Austin Stafford
Taylor Stamper

Lauren Stancle
Mallory Stemple
Elijah Svoboda
Julia Swanson
Jenna Tackaberry
Michael Tagle

Jordan Talbott
Zachary Tamez
Brittany Tapp
Madeline Tengblad
Caytlin Terrill
Alexia Thill

Cassandra Thomas
Jared Thomas
Emily Thompson
Holly Thompson
Tyler Thornton
Vallerie Thornton

Zachary Thorp
Tyler Timmer
Rachel Tobey
Abigail Toepper
Krista Tolley
Yuk Tong

Courtney Troyer
Zachary Troyer
Tiana Tucker-Esparza
Zachary Tuxhorn
Thomas Tyrrell
Megan Ulm
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Vanessa Van Oost
Courtney Van Ryn
Courtney Vande
Vorde
Emma Vandermark
Emily Vankuren
Savannah Vanmullen

Christina Vargas
Andrea Vega
Alya Venskus
Jessica Vick
Nicole Waddell
Rachel Waddock

Kaitlin Ward
Lucas Ward
Matthew Ward
Abigail Webster
Justin Webster
Madalyn Wegley

Jacob White
Karalee White
Hailey Widder
Micaela Wiegand
Amanda Wiegers
Paige Wiesner

Sarah Willging
Brady Williams
Dawson Williams
Gabriela Williams
Lateefah Williams
Nickolas Williams

Tracy Willis
Nicole Winters
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Marcus Wollak
Joshua Woodard
Abigail Wright
Emily Yantes
Hannah Young
Mikayla Young

Emma Yourdon
Samantha Zahrobsky
Alejandra Zamudio
Haleigh Zorn
Kimberly Zralka
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“Freedom means being the hands and feet of Jesus Christ here in the
world by making the daily decision to love people where they are. To
come alongside them and serve them wherever God calls me. It is not
by my strength, but the Fathers that I am able to surrender my
selfishness and see the world through his eyes. He tells us to pursue his
children with love no matter what and to forgive, because He forgives
us. By doing this, it leads me closer to His heart and to the hearts of
others. Christ gave me freedom and continues to give me freedom
everyday and I am forever grateful.”

Anna Eads, Sophomore
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Alicia Boers
Sidney Bohac
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Emma Melchior
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Alexander Meyers
Kyle Michael
Leah Milam
Noah Miller
Timothy Miller
Jade Mills

Rebekah Mitchell
Hannah Mobley
Rebekah Mondy
Michaela Montpas
Jessica Moore
Demetri Morris

Emily Morris
Martin Mowat
Makenzie Mulback
Christopher Munz
Maya Mwilambwe
Madison Myers

Alexis Nelson
Megan Neumyer
Rebecca Neville
James Newby
Aaron Newsome
Ruth Nicholson

Skylar Novak
Brittany Nush
Ashley O'connell
Sarahann O'malley
Chinwendu Obi
Obasi
Abigail Olcott

254

17-12-18 17:54:12

y806851_0254_c.p1.pdf

OD job 8068510 | Size 648wX864h | page 255 | Four Color | UV: No | Submitted on: 12/18/2017 00:00 AM UTC | Generated on: 12/18/2017 23:18 PM UTC | PDF G3 v3.1.0.2 | RequestID: ccce5a19-cee7-4aeb-94a9-984d6b478e49 | SpreadID: 9UvnHXpTUQJCltFxF6vI0A47 | Type: Submit | Olivet Nazarene University
Fonts used: AWPCMixage, AWPCMixageBold
Colors used: Black
PDC: https://sto.walsworthyearbooks.com.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/Manufacturing/ccce5a19-cee7-4aeb-94a9-984d6b478e49/9UvnHXpTUQJCltFxF6vI0A47.pdc

Erin Olson
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Noah Owens
Natalie Park
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Jordan Pioth
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Richard Ritter
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David Santos
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Aaron Steele
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Tyler Sterling
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Ashlyn Wingate
Brandon Winter
Melanie Wireman
Mason Witzke
Jacob Woodard
Laura Woodard

Ryan Woodruff
Robert Wozek
Austin Wray
Brianna Wu
Andrea Wydeveld
Benjamin Yeager

Alyssa Young
Silver Young
Taylor Zea
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"Even though God has given me the
freedom of choice, through my
devotion to Him, I know I must use
this freedom to reach those who are
overlooked and lost in the world. I
plan on using this freedom in the
Middle East and in other parts of the
world where God and His freedom
are truly needed."

Zachary Reynolds, Senior

“If we are blessed enough to be given
this freedom as a gift by God why
would we not use it to glorify Him?
We should share this freedom with
others to walk towards God together
and not to serve yourself."

Jonah Trank, Sophomore

“We have gained our freedom
through Christ, which has given us
the opportunity to love and serve one
another, rather than it being seen as
an obligation of our faith.”

Nicole Winters, Sophomore
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"God is giving me the free will to do
countless things in life, but I shouldn’t
use that as an excuse to do things
displeasing to him. I should take this
freedom and serve, not in hatred or
pity, but in love with a kind heart."

Riah Watson, Freshman

"Freedom to me means being able to
go outside of my comfort zone to do
things that push me and help refine
me into the person God intended me
to be."

Jessica Kennedy, Junior

"Freedom to me is knowing that what
God has in store for me is greater
than anything I could ever come up
with on my own. It is the ability to be
what we were created to be, and to
live as he wants us to live. Since we as
believers know these things, we have
the opportunity to stand up to worldly
deceptions. 'Merica."

Megan Williams, Sophomore
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"As a freshman in college, this matter of freedom is extremely applicable.
I’ve been waiting for God to reveal to me in some great way what I am
supposed to do with my life. I am a person who needs to know what my
goal is – what I am working toward. I want God to show me how to live
my life for Him, but recently I begun to understand that that is not
always how God works. By giving us the freedom of choice, He is
allowing us to learn through trial and error, giving us experiences that
we wouldn’t have, had God simply given us a list of instructions. And
that is why freedom is so important – it shapes us into who we are to
serve God willingly with our whole hearts."

Jesse Wyse, Freshman
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Emma Abraham
Ikanwie Acha
Yailin AcostaAguilera
Caleb Adams
Chloe Aguilera
Hannah Ahrens

Edson Alcantara
Paige Alkire
Jared Allen
Neiry Alvarado
Stephanie Alvarado
Joanna Alvord

Anixa Amador
Ashley Anderson
Bethany Anderson
Katriel Anderson
Kayliegh Anderson
Pierre Anderson

Peter Attig
Daniel Bailey
Cole Baker
Densel Ball
Kylee Ballard
Jocelyn Barajas

Jaylin Barnes
Dawson Barnhart
Maxim Baron
Sara Bastin
Corbin Bate
Samantha Bauman
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Lance Baumgartner
Andrea Beard
Abigail Bedwell
Sara Beers
Matthew
Beguiristain
Nathan Benoit

Autumn Bentz
Katie Bentz
Max Berry
Rachel Besse
Josiah Bestler
Zakk Billadeau

Cameron Bittinger
Alexander Blackwell
Nicholas Blair
Noah Bledsoe
Alexa Blochowski
Bailey Boerner

Richard Boettcher
Shelly Bogard
Sabrina Bogart
Kelsi Boggs
Briana Bolser
Gabriel Bonin

Melinda Borgmann
Cassandra Bossong
Brian Bowen
James Bowlds
Chloe Bowman
Cami Boyack

Charles Boykins
Bradley Brackett
Milleah Britt
Austin Broers
Dominic Brooks
Meredith Brooks
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Payton Brower
Cornelius Brown
Daniel Brown
Lillian Brown
Nicole Brown
Tiara Buchanan

Eboni Buckley
Jacob Bulthuis
Donna Bultinck
Graham Burke
Jacob Burns
Emma Bush

Jimikka Bynum
Kaitlyn Caddell
Kathy Cantu
Stephen Carnell
Damaris Carreno
Reagan Carstens

Brennan Carter
Kennedy Cash
Aris Catania
Karis Catrinta
Ian Cavender
Marco Celus

Christian
Cendrowski
Michael Chaffin
Lydia Chapel
Byung Cho
Byung Cho
Eric Christopherson

Hope Clark
Makenzie Claypool
Brianna Coffey
Emily Coffey
Gwendolyn Coffey
Alyssa Coffman
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Connor Coleman
Elizabeth Colgan
Breanna Collins
Justin Comfort
Emma Conerty
John Contant

Kristine Contreras
Braxsten Cook
Valerie Cornejo
William Couchenour
Alayna Cox
Jacob Cox

Noah Crenshaw
Emily Cruz
Meghann Cullen
Kaycee Curtis
Lukas Dale
Lexia Darnell

Noelle Daugherty
Joseph Davidson
Alicia Davis
John Davis
Mark Davis
Rachel Deck

Nicole Dede
Julia Degraff
Alejandro Dejesus
Samuel Dejohns
Robert Denny
Mackenzie
Deslaurier

Zachary Dhuse
Johnny Dickson
Macey Disney
Justin Dissmore
Khloe Dixon
Karli Dobias
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Alex Dobrzeniecki
Alexandru Docea
Aliya Domer
John Dorsey
Carter Douglas
William Douglas

Ryan Dowell
Olivia Drafke
Ryan Drahos
Kaylynn Dubois
Charles Dulin
Samuel Durnil

Noelle East
Sara Easter
Arinze Ekowa
Caitlin Ellis
Jordan Enders
Maddie English

Jadyn Erb
Owen Ettema
Destinee Evans
Hope Everding
Kayla Everett
John Farley

Jensson Faulkner
Alexa Fernandes
Elana Ferris
Kylie Festen
Victoria Fischer
Shaun Fish

Emily Fisher
Camryn Fletcher
Esmeralda Flores
Shemara Fontes
Ashley Ford
Rachel Forsman
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Alice Franko
Gretchen Franseen
Nia Fuller
Anthony Fund
Jana Gabriele
Ashley Gamber

Erica Garcia
Julie Garcia
Mia Garcia
Nadia Garcia
Natache Garcia
Nicholas Gardner

Liliann Gaspar
Andrew Geiger
Olivia Giannetta
Deven Gibson
Abigail Gilmore
Keegan Glade

Jessica Glielmi
Kevin Godsey
Shanaia Golden
Caleb Gomez
Kyle Gonzales
Abraham Gonzalez

David Gonzalez
Emma Gorbett
David Gorrell
Dakota Graham
Michelle Grant
Kyle Graska

Caleb Gray
Scott Graziano
Jacob Griffith
Gavin Griggs
Alexandra Gross
Alecia Guttilla
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Terrence Guy
Jonah Hale
Caroline Hall
Haley Hallett
Drew Hanft
Tristan Hanks

Celeste Hannay
Martha Harkins
Garin Harris
Tracker Harris
Dakota Heffron
Mitchell Heiring

Ethan Heise
Dakotah Henn
Abigayle Hess
Hagin Hiatt
Andrew Hilbert
Nathan Hildreth

Andrew Hill
Julian Hill
Megan Hill
Melanie Hill
Wyatt Hilst
Juan Hipolito
Guerrero

Makenna Hiter
Emily Hodges
Austin Holder
Kailey Holmquist
Holly Honeycutt
Destiny Horkavy

Polet Horsley
Joshua Houchins
Margaret Houts
Joah Howland
Graham Hughes
Isaiah Hughes
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Rebecca Hurd
Joshua Hurn
Kyra Hurt
Ryan Hutchins
Rodney Infante
Danielle Irions

Karla Islas
Hannah Iverson
Adriana Jacho
Jennifer Jackman
Ashley Jackson
Ellen Jacobs

Molly Jacobs
Macey James
Myelon James
Lily Jarzabkowski
Lauren Jelderks
Malik Jihad

Erick Johnson
Garrett Johnson
Jervias Johnson
Precious Johnson
Rachel Johnson
Shania Joy Johnson

Jeremiah Jolly
Andrew Jones
Landon Jones
Abigail Jordan
Joshua Jurewicz
Emily Justice

Jacob Kainer
Alexander Kaminsky
Kailey Kamp
Emily Kardatzke
Kayleigh Kastelein
Luke Kauerauf
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Ethan Keener
Hannah Kegg
Brent Kelley
Adam Kemp
Brighid Kennedy
Janae Kennedy

Logan Kennell
Raymond Kerkhoff
Noah Kigar
Elizabeth Kijowski
Taeho Kim
Emma Kindred

Juliette Kitenda
Grace Klein
Leanna Klimt
Matthew Kooiman
Lejla Kosut
Jacob Krause

Allissa Krogman
Samantha Krolewski
Katie Kronewitter
Alexis Kufner
Shubham Kulkarni
Lyndsey Kumpula

Mia Kurozawa
Amy Kurucz
Alyssa Kwiatkowski
Marcus Labranche
Rachel Lain
Amir Lake

Justin Lakeberg
Natalie Lang
Mckenna Lantz
Gianfranco Lanzino
Thomas Larson
Suzana Lartey
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Carson Lau
John Laughlin
Joshua Lautermilch
Grace Leali
Savannah Leas
Micaela Leavitt

Tyrel Leftridge
Sarah Lehmann
Aaron Leman
Alexandria Leon
Jonathan Lester
Stephanie Levasseur

Jacob Levergood
Akia Lewis
Hannah Lewis
Nolan Lewis
Olivia Lewis
Sean Lewis

Brandon Lindsay
Madeline Lindsey
Alison Lippert
Samantha Little
Gabrielle Lochrie
Mckayla Lockwood

Amanda Loger
Sergio Lopez
Cassidy Loughran
Daniella Lucari
Nathaniel Lundin
Evan Mach

Joy Maclean
Mason Madalinski
Abigail Magdziarz
Scott Magry
Guy Maisonneuve
Jalen Mangantulao
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Janel Mangantulao
Benjamin Mannaioni
Nicholas Mansell
Amanda Manuel
Cinthia Manzanarez
Alexander Marcoe

Grace Markley
Elainna Marquez
Reid Martzke
Emily Maruyama
Emily Masterson
Hunter Mate

Moranda Matheson
Emma Mathews
Carren Matson
Jacob Matson
Lauren Matthews
Jasmine Mayo

Rachel Mayotte
Kevin Mcburney
Robert Mcburnie
Anthony Mccasland
Jeremiah Mcclain
Michaela Mccright

Abigail Mcdonough
Janelle Mcdowell
Faith Mcginn
Michael Mckinney
Seth Mckinzie
Dorian Mcneal

Jaydon Mehlhoff
Bailey Menz
Jonathan Merki
Abigail Merritt
Andrew Mettler
Jacob Metzner
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Kailyn Mickulas
Grant Middlebusher
Newman Migner
Joy Miller
Travis Miller
Brock Milliman

Ashlyn Mills
Haley Mitacek
Lexandra Mobley
Leslie Monarrez
Christal Monasterio
Zachary Monte

Monica Moore Virrey
Andrew Morgan
Emma Morris
Delaney Moul
Robert Mueller
Tyra Mueller

Rodrigo Munoz
John Munyan
Danielle Murawski
Gabrielle Murphy
Colleen Murray
Claire Myers

Dakota Naiman
Yessenia Navarro
Jack Neal
Duncan Nee
Andrew Nelson
Benjermin Nelson

Andrea Newsome
Daniel Ngabonziza
Chelsay Nguyen
Claire Nickles
Steven Norlock
Meredith Norton
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Ashleigh Nutzhorn
Skylar O'bryant
Tanya O'connor
Christian O'neill
Hannah Ogden
Madeline Ogden

Bryan Ohrt
Owen Oliver
Alexander Ovando
Cienega
Hunter Overholt
Jacqueline Padal
Edgar Pani-Nuez

Annelise Parke
John Parrott
Liam Paschen
Kailie Patterson
Hannah Pavey
Jaryn Pellant

Maria Perez
Isis Perez-Lopez
Cole Peters
Kaleb Peters
Ayanna PettigrewWilkes
Michael Pfaff

Jacob Pfeiffer
Alyssa Phelps
Hailey Phelps
Lal Piang
Sean Pickering
Jeremy Pilz

Candace Pineda
Aaron Pitera
Josiah Pittman
Andi Pivaronas
Kayla Playo
Gabriel Polega
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Adrianna PonceLandaverde
Bryce Poole
Matthew Poortenga
Jacqueline Poortinga
Katherine Porter
Jonah Posthumus

Kaileigh Powell
Chase Powers
Grant Prairie
Kristopher Prather
Haley Presto
Grant Provost

Justin Puglisi
Madisyn Quinn
Kaylee Rahill
Kayla Rambo
Alondra Ramirez
Elena Ramirez

Matthew Ramirez
Andrew Rankin
Elise Raquel
Hailie Rasmussen
Jessica Ray
Mackenzie Ream

Grace Reason
Mary Reddy
Hannah Reed
Hillary Reisen
Patsy Reyna
Alexandra
Richardson

Christian Richmond
Kelvin Ridder
Desimber Riley
Bradley Rinal
Rosali Rivas
Lydia Roat
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Natalie Roberson
Austin Roberts
Raquel Robertson
Madeleine Robinson
Graham Rodig
Noah Rodman

Kathryn Rogers
Joseph Rothstein
Michaela Roys
Emma Rush
Thomas Ryan
Patryk Ryczek

Nicole Samuelson
Elizabeth Sanders
Daniel Schaffer
Derek Schaffner
Drew Schaffner
Carson
Schimmelpfennig

Luke Schmeltzer
Andrew Schornack
Kyle Schubert
Cathryn Schwegel
Adam Scribano
Natalie Sealy

Hannah Sears
Tanner Senti
Michael Serafin
Heidi Seremak
Eric Serpe
William Serr

Daniel Seybold
Austin Shadel
Nimmy Shaji
Travis Shannan
Brooklyn Shaw
Jennifer Sheehan
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Ashley Sheets
Madeira Sherwood
Bailey Shire
Jacob Sicco
Jordan Sieling
Amy Simpson

Sierra Sims
Zachary Sisk
Logan Sizemore
Rachael Sjogren
Aria Skaggs
Benjamin Skolek

Brookelyn Skrezyna
Macy Slider
Abigail Smith
Brandon Smith
Caleb Smith
Devon Smith

Jeffrey Sneideraitis
Xitlalli Solis
Emily Sommer
Courtney Speaks
Madison Spence
Hogan Spencer

Cassandra Spitz
Simon Spivey
Aubrey St John
Sara Stai
Alyssa Stair
Allison Staman

Timothy Steininger
Matthew Stepp
Bryce Stevenson
Nathan StidhamShaffer
Rachel Stinespring
George Stolzenfeld
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Christopher Stone
Matthew Strong
Emily Struble
John Stuhlmacher
Haleigh Sutter
Marcus Swan

Tryston Swartz
Leah Swenson
Jill Switzer
Elizabeth Syndram
Hannah Szalmasagi
Peyton Thibault

Abigail Thompson
Nathan Thompson
Hance
Throckmorton
Skyelar Timm
Lauren Tingley
Isabel Tobin

Mason Tolan
Jason Tolley
Luke Tromp
Caleb Uhlman
Alicia Urban
Isabelle Valavanis

Jason Van Kalker
Laura Vanderploeg
Adam Vanhaitsma
Connor
Vansteenburg
Tyler Vansteenburg
Lupita Vega

Joseph Verbeeren
Elizabeth Villagomez
Zoe Voudrie
Bruce Wachowski
Nolan Wade
Hannah Walden
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Anna Waldron
Meghan Waller
Reid Walters
Paiton Watkins
Geria Watson
Riley Watson

Bethany Weaver
Brianna Weaver
Austin Webber
Faith Welch
Karlie Westmoreland
Todd Whaley

Stuart Whatley
Hannah While
Amberly White
Hudson Whittaker
Brittany Wilk
Lucas Wilkinson

Mitchel Wilks
Courtney Williams
Michaela Williams
Luis Williams Pereles
Amber Williamson
Derrick Wilson

Luke Wilson
Katelynn Wilt
Heather Wiltjer
Alyssa Wolfe
Aidan Woodfall
Simon Wooldridge

Jonathan Wuebben
Jessica Wyse
Kathryn Yates
Renata Young
Claire Yourdon
Matthew Zaeske
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Amanda Zaragoza
Jacob Zasada
Annalisa Zaucha
Annalisa Zaucha
Kathleen Zavasnik
Emily Zeck

Jenna Zimmermann
Mckayla Zorn
Autumn
Zwyghuizen
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The Eclipse

A total solar eclipse that could be seen in its entirety
did not happen very often, but thankfully the
summer of 2017 provided America with an amazing
viewing. In the total eclipse, the sun was completely
covered by the moon, creating an extravagant
spectacle. Senior, Connor Letts, voiced how many
people felt about witnessing such a phenomenon,
saying, “It was definitely a unique experience and
amazing to witness the change.”

Olivet’s planetarium even hosted a special
community event where they welcomed people in to
share in the excitement of such an unforgettable
experience. In addition, Dr. Case and a group of
students traveled to Murphysboro, Illinois, to get
some of the best seats in the house, while other
Olivet students camped out in places like Charleston,

South Carolina and Nashville, Tennessee. Whether on
campus or in different states, everyone described it with
the same awe.
The eclipse was something worth documenting, as
Letts shared, “Since that’s a once in a lifetime
opportunity to witness, I made sure to capture the sun
multiple times within the hours so that once they were
compiled, you could see the transition. The street lights
turned on in the middle of the day, I got to see the
crescent shapes through the colander, and my pictures
I have with my family and the entire day make for
wonderful memories!” Pictures could be seen posted
everywhere on social media, emphasizing the
enthusiasm each person shared. It was safe to say that
anyone who gathered for such an exciting event left
with memories that would definitely last a lifetime.
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"This freedom in my life means that
God has given me the ability and the
right to do whatever I am good at or
want to do, in order for me to use the
talents that he has given me to give
back to Him and praise him."

Christian Hocquard, Junior

"God has given us freedom, through
his Son that gave up his life for us.
This freedom allows us to either serve
Him or serve ourselves. To me true
freedoms comes when we give our life
to the Lord and we work to show love
to others through our actions, because
we have chosen to be a light
instead of darkness."

Amanda Doherty, Senior

"God calls us with a freedom to have a
choice in our lives. We are not
thoughtless slaves to Him, but humans
who have the choice to love and him
and show his love to others."

Chloe Homco, Junior
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"This freedom that Paul speaks of
reminds me that because of Christ's
death on the cross, I am no longer
bound to my sin. It is my duty not to
abuse this freedom, but to
share it with others."

Alice Franko, Freshman

"This freedom in my life means I have
the choice to let my obstacles either
define who I am in the world or who I
am in God. The scariest part isn't the
price that's due but knowing the end
result is of my own choosing."

Nick Logan, Junior

"I am constantly longing to impact the
lives around me with the freedom
given to us. I have been impacted in
more ways that I can count by the
people and places I choose
to invest in."

Nick Rasmussen, Senior
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The Olivet Nazarene University Alumni Board
Congratulations & Welcome to the ONU Alumni Association

Thank you David Moore for designing the cover and end sheets
for the Aurora Yearbook.
https://davidmichaelmoore.com/
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Thank you ONU Marketing and Life At Olivet for providing
photos for the Aurora Yearbook.

Thank you ONU Athletics Department for providing athletic
and game photos for the Aurora Yearbook.
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A
Aardema, Andrew-216
Abraham, Emma-263
Acha, Ikanwie-263
Acierno, Alexis-247
Ackerman, Zachary-233
Acosta-Aguilera, Yailin-263
Adams, Alyssa-233
Adams, Caleb-263
Adamson, Elisabeth-233
Adamson, Matthew-129,
206
Aguilar, Linda-216
Aguilera, Alexis-216
Aguilera, Chloe-263
Ahrens, Hannah-263
Albertson, Sarah-216
Alcantara, Edson-263
Alexakos, Alyssa-247
Alexander, Thomas-247
Alexis, Marvah-Lee-247
Alkire, Paige-263
Allen, Andrew-247
Allen, Caleb-247
Allen, Dr. Brian-8
Allen, Jared-263
Allen, Kaleigh-216
Allen, Lynda-111, 206
Allenbaugh, Kadee-247
Aloisio, Annamarie-247
Altmann, Kaitlyn-216
Alvarado, Neiry-263
Alvarado, Stephanie-263
Alvarez, Jazman-216
Alvord, Joanna-263
Amador, Anixa-263
Ambrose, Alphania-233
Ambrose, Isaac-247
Anaya, Jessica-247
Andersen, Edward-247
Andersen, Jaclyn-216
Anderson, Abigail-247
Anderson, Alexis-233
Anderson, Ashley-263
Anderson, Bethany-263
Anderson, Denise-206
Anderson, Eddie-22
Anderson, Katriel-263
Anderson, Kayliegh-263
Anderson, Konnor-233
Anderson, Lauren-216
Anderson, Philip-247
Anderson, Pierre-263
Anderson, Taylor-216
Andrews, Amber-121, 233
Andringa, Elizabeth-247
Appleton, Cassandra-78,
199, 247
Archer, Callie-216
Archer, Carolina-233
Arcillas, Bailey-44, 247
Armstrong, Natalie-216
Armstrong, Paul-206
Arnold, Jacob-216
Arroyo, Liliana-216
Arvidson, Nicole-247
Ascher, Thomas-206
Attig, Peter-263
Aurella, June-206
Awalt, Austin-247
Axelrad, Marcella-189, 247,
302

B
Babalola, Olalekan-247
Babalola, Olawunmi-216
Bachman, Zachary-233
Bacon, Hannah-233
Baer, Felicia-216
Bahr, Brooke-233
Bailey, Daniel-263
Bailey, Grant-233
Baker, Brandon-216
Baker, Cole-263

Baker, Kristen-233
Balk, Hailee-247
Ball, Densel-263
Ball, Karen-130, 206
Ballard, Kylee-263
Banter, Adam-206
Barajas, Jocelyn-263
Bareiss, Catherine-206
Barger, Makayna-247
Barkman, Kara-216
Barnes, Jaylin-263
Barnhart, Dawson-263
Baron, Maxim-263
Barrows, Brandon-216
Basham, Ashley-247
Basile, Vincent-216
Bastin, Sara-263
Bate, Corbin-263
Battice, Devin-233
Bauman, Samantha-263
Baumgartner, Lance-264
Beachy, Landon-247
Beard, Andrea-139, 264
Bechtel, Laura-233
Beckberger, David-216
Becker, Emily-233
Bedwell, Abigail-264
Beecher, Allison-41, 50, 65,
233
Beers, Chelsea-247
Beers, Mckenzie-196, 247
Beers, Sara-264
Beezhold, Alexa-216
Beguiristain, Matthew-264
Behney, Riley-233
Belgrave, Trisha-216
Bell, Brandon-233
Bell, Jeffery-206
Bellomy, Sharon-206
Belschner, Anna-233
Belschner, Emily-216
Bencsics, Teagan-233
Benda, Aaron-233
Bender, Andrew-233
Benjasiriroj, Jatupat-217
Bennett, Charles-217
Bennett, Daniel-233
Benoit, Nathan-264
Benson, Michael-206
Bentz, Autumn-264
Bentz, Katie-264
Berdebes, Helen-233
Bergstrand, Brittany-217
Bernas, Rachel-247
Berns, Austin-233
Berns, Kathleen-217
Berry, Max-264
Berry, Sabrina-217
Besse, Rachel-204, 264
Best, Cecily-233
Best, Elliot-247
Bestler, Josiah-264
Billadeau, Zakk-264
Birkey, Nick-157, 206
Bishop, Craig-129, 206
Bishop, Jessica-247
Bishop, Zachariah-247
Bittinger, Cameron-264
Black, Diara-213, 233
Blackwell, Alexander-264
Blair, Nicholas-264
Blake, Maddie-83
Blake, Margaret-171, 217
Blanchette, Teri-206
Bledsoe, Kyla-233
Bledsoe, Noah-264
Bleich, Julia-248
Blochowski, Alexa-264
Bloom, Meghan-233
Blunier, Noah-234
Boatman, Kelly-248
Boender, Jennifer-206
Boerner, Bailey-264
Boers, Alicia-35, 80, 248,
302
Boettcher, Richard-264
Bogaard, Tyler-217
Bogard, Shelly-264
Bogart, Sabrina-264

Boggs, Kelsi-264
Bohac, Sidney-248
Bol, Wyatt-234
Bolser, Briana-14, 264
Bolt, Lucas-217
Bonds, Donald-248
Bonilla, Jorge-206
Bonilla, Nancy-206
Bonin, Gabriel-264
Bopp, John-33, 217
Bordewick, Taylor-217
Borgmann, Melinda-264
Bornemann, Jonathan-234
Borop, Allison-217
Borop, Austin-217
Boros, Nicholas-206
Borruso, Troy-234
Borton, Alexis-35, 188, 248
Bossong, Cassandra-264
Bouma, Joshua-217
Bourdoin, Caylee-248
Bowen, Brian-264
Bowen, Ryley-234
Bower, Caleb-217
Bowlds, James-264
Bowling, Dr. John-4, 5, 6,
8, 9, 26
Bowling, Kordell-248
Bowling, Mrs. Jill-4
Bowman, Chloe-264
Boyack, Cami-264
Boykins, Charles-264
Brackett, Bradley-264
Brady, Darcel-206
Bramer, Logan-248
Braschler, Alissa-234
Brezinski, Michael-234
Brickner, Adam-234
Britt, Milleah-264
Brock, Rochelle-206
Brodien, Alexa-248
Brodien, Drew-82, 206
Brodien, Ryan-217
Broers, Austin-264
Bronkhorst, Rachel-248
Brooks, Dominic-264
Brooks, Meredith-264
Brookshire, Sydney-217
Brosnan, Gabrielle-217
Brower, Payton-265
Brown, Anne-217
Brown, Austin-234
Brown, Cornelius-265
Brown, Daniel-265
Brown, Goldene-68
Brown, Jacob-217
Brown, Jacqueline-234
Brown, Justin-109, 206
Brown, Kaylee-217
Brown, Kelly-206
Brown, Lillian-265
Brown, Madison-217
Brown, Nicole-265
Bruner, Sierra-212
Brzeszkiewicz, Morgan-248
Buchanan, Tiara-265
Buckley, Eboni-265
Budach, Angela-248
Buffa, Sarah-196, 217
Buffum, Sarah-248
Bufton, William-248
Buhler, Haley-217
Buhro, Brenden-234
Bulthuis, Jacob-265
Bulthuis, Kayla-92, 234
Bultinck, Donna-265
Bumgardner, Joshua-248
Bunte, Brianna-248
Burch, Ryan-217
Burdine, Timothy-248
Burge, Austin-248
Burke, Graham-265
Burnett, David-248
Burns, Jacob-265
Burtron, Zane-217
Bush, Emma-265
Butler, Alvy-234
Butler, Kyle-234
Buttry, Chloe-248

Byers, Morgan-197, 217
Bynum, Jimikka-265
Bysina, Bethany-234

C
Caddell, Kaitlyn-265
Cadle, Alexander-206
Cain, Jenna-22, 102, 217
Cambell-White, Noah-179
Camp, Charles-234
Camp, Jacob-217
Campbell, Ryan-234
Campe, Alexander-248
Campe, Nicholas-217
Camphouse, Benjamin-248
Canales, Wilfredo-206
Candela, Vanessa-248
Cannon, Tyler-234
Cano, Christine-217
Cano, Clarissa-139, 234
Cantu, Kathy-265
Capriotti, Jeanne-206
Carara, Jessica-128, 234
Caravette, Abriella-248
Carl, Alyssa-234
Carnahan, Margaret-234
Carnell, Stephen-265
Carpio, Ann
Bernadette-248
Carr, James-234
Carreno, Damaris-265
Carrigan, Charles-206
Carstens, Emily-234
Carstens, Reagan-265
Carter, Brennan-265
Casali, Denise-234
Case, Dr.-287
Cash, Kennedy-265
Castle, Madison-218
Cataldo, Hannah-248
Catania, Aris-265
Catrinta, Karis-265
Cavanah, Kaylee-234
Cavender, Ian-265
Cavender, Luke-234
Celus, Marco-265
Cendrowski, Christian-265
Chaffin, Michael-265
Chalfant, Yvonne-206
Chamberlin, Abigail-234
Chambers, Morgan-248
Champlin, Ryan-218
Chapel, Lydia-265
Chaplinski, Ambree-218
Chapman, Emily-248
Chapman, Stephanie-234
Chapman, Tyler-130, 248
Chaussey, Meghan-218
Chavez-Zepeda,
Maricruz-234
Cheney, Kevin-234
Cheng, Lei-206
Chennault, Anna-234
Chenoweth, Aaron-248
Childs, Kirstin-218
Chirkina, Liana-187, 218
Chism, Zachariah-234
Chitty, Logan-248
Cho, Byung-265
Cho, Byung-265
Christian, Mckenna-248
Christopher, Megan-248
Christopherson, Alena-218
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Sims, Sierra-278
Sisk, Zachary-278
Sizemore, Logan-278
Sjogren, Rachael-278
Skaggs, Aria-278
Skaggs, Asa-256
Skelton, Brianna-228
Skinner, Joshua-242
Skolek, Benjamin-278
Skrebunas, Victoria-242
Skrezyna, Brookelyn-278
Slagle, Allison-242
Slatton, Baron-242
Slider, Macy-96, 278
Small, Shelby-228
Smeltzer, Kyle-228
Smith, Abigail-278
Smith, Abigail-228

Smith, Anna-228
Smith, April-242
Smith, Austin-228
Smith, Benjamin-228
Smith, Brandon-278
Smith, Caleb-278
Smith, Devon-278
Smith, Emily-228
Smith, Jennifer-243
Smith, Kaleb-228
Smith, Marsha-209
Smith, Matt-26, 35
Smith, Matthew-209
Smith, Reed-228
Smith, Regan-228
Smith, Robert-209
Smith, Scott-209
Smith, Timothy-9, 228
Smock, Kayla-243
Sneideraitis, Jeffrey-278
Snider, Josiah-257
Snodsmith, Alyssa-164, 228
Snuckel, Danielle-243
Soendlin, Bradley-228
Solis, Xitlalli-278
Soller, Lauren-228
Solomon, Danielle-257
Sommer, Emily-278
Son, Kurt-228
Sonneveld, Elizabeth-228
Southall, Miranda-161, 257
Southerland, Celia-229
Southerland, James-58,
229
Spalding, Taylor-Marie-257
Sparks, Kellie-142
Speaks, Courtney-278
Spear, David-229
Spear, Matthew-229
Speas, Chelsea-210, 302
Speer, Trevor-229
Spence, Madison-278
Spence, Shyanne-229
Spencer, Blake-210
Spencer, Hogan-278
Spencer, Holly-243
Spittal, Dr. Ryan-8
Spitz, Cassandra-278
Spivey, Simon-278
Spriggs, Amanda-117
Sproul, Olivia-229
St John, Aubrey-278
Stafford, Austin-195, 243
Stafford, Deborah-210
Stai, Sara-278
Stair, Alyssa-278
Stair, Marena-229
Staman, Allison-278
Stamper, Shelby-257
Stamper, Taylor-243
Stancle, Lauren-243
Stang, Kelsey-257
Steele, Aaron-58, 257
Steele, Brian-257
Steffen, Eric-229
Steinacker, Kathleen-210
Steininger, Timothy-278
Stejskal, Samantha-257
Stelmar, Susan-257
Stemple, Mallory-243
Stepp, Matthew-278
Sterk, Brandon-210
Sterling, Tyler-257
Stevens, Katrina-229
Stevenson, Bryce-278
Stevenson, Connor-138,
257
Steward, Philip-229
Stewart, Kyce-83, 229
Stidham-Shaffer,
Nathan-278
Stillman, Austin-229
Stinespring, Rachel-278
Stipp, Brian-210
Stokes, Cassandra-229
Stokes, Elijah-257
Stolzenfeld, George-278
Stone, Christopher-279
Stone, Jessica-229

Stone, Linda-210
Stott, Tania-210
Stout, Corinne-229
Stowell, Aubreigh-257
Strain, Judson-210
Strand, Kelsey-257
Stratton, Alexis-257
Stratton, Dr.-196
Stratton, Mathew-194
Straw, John-257
Strid, James-229
Strong, Matthew-279
Stroud, Rebecca-129, 210
Struble, Emily-279
Struck, Sarah-229
Stuhlmacher, John-279
Summers, Dr. Carol-8
Sutter, Haleigh-279
Sutton, Aaron-229
Suttor, Todd-54, 229
Suwanski, Caleb-257
Svoboda, Elijah-243
Swan, Marcus-279
Swanson, Darlene-210
Swanson, Julia-62, 243
Swartz, Tryston-279
Swedberg, Aaron-257
Sweeder, Avery-257
Swenson, Leah-279
Switzer, Jill-279
Sylvester, Jill-229
Sylvester, Kelly-68, 257
Syndram, Elizabeth-279
Szalmasagi, Hannah-279

T
Tabor, Nathan-257
Tachick, Kelsey-229
Tackaberry, Jenna-176,
243
Tagle, Michael-243
Tajnai, Caroline-257
Takizawa, Honomi-103,
229
Talbott, Jordan-243
Tamez, Zachary-243
Tapp, Benjamin-257
Tapp, Brittany-243
Tarchala, Jessica-229
Taylor, Bethany-257
Teeters, Scott-154
Tengblad, Madeline-243
Terrill, Caytlin-243
Terrill, Zachary-141, 257
Testa, Robin-257
Thibault, Peyton-279
Thill, Alexia-77, 243
Thomas, Bradley-210
Thomas, Cassandra-176,
243
Thomas, Jared-243
Thompson, Aaron-210
Thompson, Abigail-279
Thompson, Emily-243
Thompson, Holly-243
Thompson, Houston-210
Thompson, Martha-210
Thompson, Nathan-279
Thompson, Rachel-257
Thompson, Ryan-69, 229
Thomson, Aubrey-187,
257
Thornhill, Jackson-39, 180,
199, 257
Thornton, Tyler-243
Thornton, Vallerie-243
Thorp, Zachary-213, 243
Thorsen, Taylor-257
Thorson, Zackary-229
Throckmorton, Hance-279
Tibbs, Parker-229
Timm, Skyelar-279
Timmer, Debora-229
Timmer, Tyler-243
Timmerman,
Jacquelynn-229
Tingley, Lauren-279
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Tobey, Rachel-243
Tobin, Isabel-279
Toepper, Abigail-243
Tolan, Mason-279
Tolley, Jason-279
Tolley, Krista-243
Tong, Spencer-257
Tong, Yuk-243
Town, Anna-257
Trank, Jonah-257, 260
Trevino, Alexis-105, 229
Tripp, Jacob-230
Trojan, Kyle-168
Tromp, Luke-279
Troyer, Courtney-243
Troyer, Zachary-243
Tucker, Alexandra-257
Tucker-Esparza, Tiana-243
Tuff, India-230
Turi, Filomena-257
Turner, Bethany-62, 258
Turner, Susan-210
Tuttle, Jake-148
Tuttle, Luke-258
Tuttle, Rosalie-210
Tuxhorn, Zachary-243
Twibell, Simone-210
Tyrrell, Thomas-243

U
Uhlman, Caleb-279
Ulm, Megan-243
Ulmen, Gennifer-258
Umoren, Patricia-230
Underhill, Alissa-210
Urban, Alicia-279
Utter, Lynne-210

V
Vail, Larry-108, 210
Valavanis, Isabelle-279
Valencia, Bianca
Nicole-205, 230
Van Heemst, David-117,
210
Van Houten, Amanda-230
Van Kalker, Jason-279
Van Kley, Jeremy-210
Van Oost, Vanessa-244
Van Ryn, Courtney-244
Vance, Jenna-230
Vande Vorde,
Courtney-244
Vandebunte, Shannon-230
Vander Veer, Lisa-210
Vandermark, Emma-244
Vanderploeg, Kimberly-230
Vanderploeg, Laura-279
Vanderwall, Leah-230
Vangore, Jacob-230
Vanhaitsma, Adam-279
Vankuren, Emily-244
Vanmullen, Savannah-244
Vannatta, Carlie-230
Vansteenburg, Connor-279
Vansteenburg, Tyler-279
Vargas, Christina-244
Varner, Shariden-258
Vaughan, Kensen-258
Veach, Emily-230
Vega, Andrea-244
Vega, Lupita-279
Veit, Kristian-210
Veld, Agnes-210
Velting, Jonathan-258
Venskus, Alya-244
Venskus, Jensen-258
Verbeeren, Joseph-279
Verhoeven, Anderson-258
Verhulst, Jakob-258
Verhulst, Jordan-258
Vertin, Benjamin-72, 230
Vick, Jessica-244
Villagomez, Daniel-230
Villagomez, Elizabeth-279

Villani-Raymond,
Zachary-258
Villavicencio, Adam-258
Vinolus, Nicholas-124, 25
Vinson, Marjorie-210
Von Gillern, Troy-96, 258
Von Qualen, Grace-58, 2
Voss, Heather-258
Voudrie, Zoe-279

W

Wacasey, Felicia-258
Wachniak, Cathryn-258
Wachowski, Bruce-279
Waddell, Nicole-244
Waddock, Rachel-244
Wade, Nolan-279
Wagner, Ryan-57, 258
Wainwright, Taylor-258
Walden, Hannah-279
Walder, Emilie-210
Waldron, Anna-280
Walker, Cameron-33, 23
Waller, Meghan-280
Walsh, Lindsey-258
Walters, Miranda-258
Walters, Reid-280
Ward, Kaitlin-244
Ward, Lucas-244
Ward, Matthew-244
Warden, Bredt-230
Warner, Michael-142, 23
Warning, Julie-258
Warren, Emily-258
Wartman, Emma-258
Watkins, Paiton-280
Watkins, Trevor-258
Watson, Geria-261, 280
Watson, Riley-280
Wauchope, Laura-210
Weaver, Bethany-280
Weaver, Brianna-280
Webb, Dr. Woody-4, 8
Webber, Austin-280
Webster, Abigail-244
Webster, Anne-258
Webster, Justin-244
Wegley, Madalyn-244
Weitzel, Gabrielle-230
Welch, Emily-258
Welch, Faith-280
Welling, Alex-258
Wendling, Emily-258
West, Courtney-258
Westmoreland, Karlie-28
Whaley, Todd-280
Whatley, Stuart-280
Whetstone, Brooke-21, 2
While, Hannah-280
Whitacre, Andrea-258
White, Amberly-280, 302
White, Jacob-244
White, Karalee-244
White, Sarah-230
White, Shaelynn-230
Whiteman, Hannah-258
Whittaker, Hudson-280
Widder, Hailey-244
Wiegand, Micaela-244
Wiegers, Amanda-244
Wiesner, Paige-244
Wilk, Brittany-280
Wilkinson, Lucas-280
Wilks, Mitchel-280
Willford, Elizabeth-120, 2
Willging, Sarah-244
Williams Pereles, Luis-280
Williams, Brady-244
Williams, Bryann-230
Williams, Courtney-45, 2
Williams, Dawson-244
Williams, Gabriela-244
Williams, Hannah-230
Williams, Lateefah-244
Williams, Mark-210
Williams, Megan-258, 26
Williams, Michaela-280
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W
Wacasey, Felicia-258
Wachniak, Cathryn-258
Wachowski, Bruce-279
Waddell, Nicole-244
Waddock, Rachel-244
Wade, Nolan-279
Wagner, Ryan-57, 258
Wainwright, Taylor-258
Walden, Hannah-279
Walder, Emilie-210
Waldron, Anna-280
Walker, Cameron-33, 230
Waller, Meghan-280
Walsh, Lindsey-258
Walters, Miranda-258
Walters, Reid-280
Ward, Kaitlin-244
Ward, Lucas-244
Ward, Matthew-244
Warden, Bredt-230
Warner, Michael-142, 230
Warning, Julie-258
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Wartman, Emma-258
Watkins, Paiton-280
Watkins, Trevor-258
Watson, Geria-261, 280
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Wauchope, Laura-210
Weaver, Bethany-280
Weaver, Brianna-280
Webb, Dr. Woody-4, 8
Webber, Austin-280
Webster, Abigail-244
Webster, Anne-258
Webster, Justin-244
Wegley, Madalyn-244
Weitzel, Gabrielle-230
Welch, Emily-258
Welch, Faith-280
Welling, Alex-258
Wendling, Emily-258
West, Courtney-258
Westmoreland, Karlie-280
Whaley, Todd-280
Whatley, Stuart-280
Whetstone, Brooke-21, 258
While, Hannah-280
Whitacre, Andrea-258
White, Amberly-280, 302
White, Jacob-244
White, Karalee-244
White, Sarah-230
White, Shaelynn-230
Whiteman, Hannah-258
Whittaker, Hudson-280
Widder, Hailey-244
Wiegand, Micaela-244
Wiegers, Amanda-244
Wiesner, Paige-244
Wilk, Brittany-280
Wilkinson, Lucas-280
Wilks, Mitchel-280
Willford, Elizabeth-120, 230
Willging, Sarah-244
Williams Pereles, Luis-280
Williams, Brady-244
Williams, Bryann-230
Williams, Courtney-45, 280
Williams, Dawson-244
Williams, Gabriela-244
Williams, Hannah-230
Williams, Lateefah-244
Williams, Mark-210
Williams, Megan-258, 261
Williams, Michaela-280

Williams, Nickolas-244
Williams, Rebecca-230
Williamson, Amber-280
Williamson, Jayna-230
Williamson, Jeremy-210
Williamson, Kate-258
Willis, Connor-230
Willis, Susan-210
Willis, Tracy-244
Wilner, Samuel-230
Wilson, Derrick-280
Wilson, Elica-210
Wilson, Jenelle-127, 230
Wilson, Luke-280
Wilson, Noah-230
Wilson, Seth-230
Wilt, Katelynn-280
Wiltjer, Heather-280
Wingate, Ashlyn-259
Winter, Brandon-259
Winters, Marcus-231
Winters, Nicole-244, 260
Wireman, Melanie-259
Wise, Karina-244
Wiseman, Daniel-244
Wittrock, Alaina-231
Witzke, Mason-259
Wolf, Isabella-244
Wolfe, Alyssa-280
Wolfe, Jaymee-244
Wolff, Susan-210
Wollak, Marcus-245
Woodard, Jacob-259
Woodard, Joshua-205, 245
Woodard, Laura-259
Wooden, Summer-231
Woodfall, Aidan-280
Woodruff, Neal-188, 192,
210
Woodruff, Ryan-259
Wooldridge, Simon-280
Woolley, Staci-231
Wozek, Robert-259
Wray, Austin-259
Wright, Abigail-245
Wright, Karen-210
Wright, Logan-231
Wu, Brianna-259
Wu, Ken-211
Wuebben, Jonathan-280
Wyatt, Reise-231
Wydeveld, Andrea-259
Wyld, Lindsay-36, 97, 231
Wyse, Jessica-262, 280,
302

Zehr, Brianna-231
Zehr, Britney-259
Zelaya, Raegan-33, 231
Zenobia, Jasmine-231
Zickefoose, Gavin-259
Zientara, Hannah-259
Zimmermann, Jenna-281
Zorn, Haleigh-245
Zorn, Mckayla-179, 281
Zornes, Sarah-15, 36, 199,
231
Zralka, Kimberly-245
Zwartz, Rachel-127
Zwartz, Rachel-127, 231
Zwyghuizen, Autumn-281

Y
Yantes, Emily-199, 245
Yates, Kathryn-280
Yeager, Benjamin-259
Young, Allen-211
Young, Alyssa-259
Young, Carissa-231
Young, Hannah-245
Young, Jessica-231
Young, Mikayla-245
Young, Renata-280
Young, Silver-259
Young-Reusser, Alison-105
Yourdon, Claire-280
Yourdon, Emma-245

Z
Zaeske, Matthew-280
Zahrobsky, Samantha-245
Zalinski, Allison-231
Zamudio, Alejandra-245
Zaragoza, Amanda-281
Zasada, Jacob-281
Zatorski, Jonathan-231
Zaucha, Annalisa-281
Zaucha, Annalisa-281
Zavasnik, Kathleen-281
Zea, Taylor-259
Zeck, Emily-281
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Aurora Staff
2017-2018
Staff Advisor: Chelsea Speas
Executive Editor: Katie Obi Obasi
Executive Business: Carrie Nicodemus
Executive Designer: Erin Meyers
Executive Photographer: Connor Letts
Executive Writer: Christina Long
Design Team
Sydney Bohac
Ellie Adamson
Carrie Nicodemus
Isaac Hibdon
Photography Team
Marcella Axelrad
Claire Maxwell
Amberly White
Jessica Wyse
Hannah Craig
Kayla Young
Writing Team
Alexa Rain
Chichi Obi Obasi
Alli Beecher
Alicia Boers
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The 105th Olivet Nazarene University Aurora was created by a student staff and was printed by Walsworth
Publishing Company of Marceline, MO. Valeria Tanke was the sales representative and Michelle Brosemer was
the service representative. The press run was 2300. A core team of four designers, along with the executive
designer, provided the spread designs, edited by the executive designer and executive editor. A core team of
four writers, along with the executive writer, provided the copy, edited by executive writer and executive
editor. A core team of six photographers, along with the executive photographer, provided the photos with
contributions from Marketing Department, ONU Athletics and Life at Olivet. Additional photographs were
submitted by non-staff member students. The divider and feature pages were designed and edited by Connor
Letts, Erin Meyers and Katie Obi Obasi. The appreciation page was designed by the executive business. The
end sheets and yearbook cover was designed by David Moore through the use of Adobe Photoshop.
Paperstock throughout the book is 100#legend gloss. Headline and feature title copy font is SignPainter, italics.
Body copy, subtitle, folio copy font and font is Mixage. Portraits were taken by Jim McAdams of MJM
Photography, 110 North 800 East, Greentown, IN 46936. Inquiries regarding the book should be directed to
the Aurora, Olivet Nazarene University, One University Ave, Box 6025, 60914 or (815) 939-5337.
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